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Student Responsibility Disclaimer

Each student is responsible for understanding and completing all
requirements established for his or her degree by the University,
college, and department. A student’s advisor may not assume that
responsibility. Any substitution, waiver, or exemption from established
degree requirements may be accomplished only with the approval of the
appropriate faculty, college dean, and dean of the Graduate School.

This Catalog presents information which, at the time of preparation for
printing, most accurately described the courses, curricula, degrees,
policies, procedures, regulations, and requirements of the University. No
contractual relationships, however, can be established between students
and the University upon the information contained herein. The University
reserves the right to delete, substitute for, change, or supplement any
statement in this Catalog without prior notice.

Mississippi State University does not discriminate on the basis of race,
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disability, sexual orientation,
group affiliation, or veteran status.

Mississippi State University
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4 Academic Policies

Academic Policies

Honor Code

The MSU Honor Code, adopted in 2007, states: “As a Mississippi State
University student, | will conduct myself with honor and integrity at all
times. 1 will not lie, cheat, or steal, nor will | accept the actions of those
who do.” The policy, complete with associated definitions, rules, and
programs, is available online at www.honorcode.msstate.edu/.

Academic Performance

Degree Completion

To graduate, the student must complete all University and degree
program requirements listed in the Graduate Catalog under which he/she
began the program. A graduate student cannot graduate under any of the
following circumstances.

1. A GPA lower than 3.00 for all courses attempted for graduate credit
after admission to the degree program or

2. A grade of D or lower on the program of study or

3. More than two courses (not exceeding 8 credit hours) with a grade of
C or lower earned for all courses since admission into the program,
including those outside the program of study* or

4. A U grade in thesis or dissertation research credit in the final
semester or

5. A grade of | (Incomplete) on his/her transcript

*NOTE: The original grade for a course that is retaken will not be
included in the eight hours. However, the original grade is included
as part of the calculation of the GPA. See the Course Retake Policy
(p. 7) section for additional details.

No graduate courses with pass/fail credit are accepted as part of a
graduate program. Grades of pass/fail are not awarded at MSU and
cannot be transferred to MSU.

A GPA of 3.00 on the minor coursework is required for students
completing a minor.

Provisional Students

The provisionally-admitted student is eligible for a change to regular
status after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses
at Mississippi State University (with no grade lower than a C). The first

9 hours of graduate courses must be within the student's Program of
Study. Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while
in Unclassified status cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a
3.00 is not attained, the provisional student shall be dismissed from the
graduate program. Academic departments may set higher standards

for students to fulfill provisional requirements; a student admitted with
provisional status should contact the graduate coordinator for the
program’s specific requirements. While in the provisional status, a
student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Probation

A graduate student should be placed on probation by the department
when academic problems occur but the student can potentially meet all

degree requirements successfully. Examples of these situations include
but are not limited to the following.

* GPA falls below 3.00 required by the University
» Receives a third course grade lower than a B
* Failure to meet a departmental requirement

A student may also be placed on academic probation if he or she falls
short of any other standards for satisfactory academic performance
established by their academic unit. Specific information relative to
retaking of courses or completing remedial work will be established by
the appropriate academic advisor, graduate committee, and graduate
coordinator and shall be documented in written form. This remediation
plan must specify a required date of completion. If the student intends
to pursue the academic appeal process relating to the reason for being
placed on probation, he or she must do so during the first probationary
semester.

A student cannot take a preliminary/comprehensive examination

or defend/submit a thesis or dissertation during the probationary
period. If, at the end of the probationary period, the student has not
met the requirements outlined in the remediation plan, she or he
shall be dismissed.

Academic Dismissal

A graduate student shall be dismissed from the University if one or more
of the following conditions occur.

He or she receives a second course grade of D or lower.

He or she receives a fourth course grade of C or lower.

He or she is found to be responsible for violating the Student Honor
Code for a second time.

He or she was placed on academic probation and failed to meets the
requirements for release from probationary status.

He or she failed a comprehensive examination two times in pursuit of
an academic degree.

He or she falls short of any standards established by his or her
academic unit, and the department recommends dismissal with
approval of the College Dean and the Dean of the Graduate School.

A student shall be dismissed by the Graduate School for failure to

meet University requirements as stated above. A student can also be
dismissed if the student's academic department recommends dismissal
by submitting a Recommendation for Academic Dismissal (http:/
www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf/dismissal.pdf) form (a letter may be
attached) from the Graduate Coordinator, approved by the College Dean,
to the Dean of the Graduate School clearly stating the departmental
requirements the student failed to meet.

Upon review and approval of the reason(s) for dismissal, an official
academic dismissal letter from the Dean of the Graduate School is sent
to the student through the U.S. Postal Service and through email to the
student's MSU account The letter informs the student that any schedule
of classes for the following semester(s) will be dropped, and the Graduate
School places an academic dismissal hold on the student’s record

to prevent further enrollment. The student may refer to the Graduate
Catalog for information regarding the appeals process (see Academic
Dismissal Appeal Procedure below). A student who has been dismissed
from a graduate program and has not been reinstated via the appeal
process cannot apply for readmission into that program, except by



meeting the conditions necessary to request Academic Amnesty (see
Academic Amnesty under Academic Requirements).

Grade Appeal

A graduate student who wishes to appeal a grade should refer to the
MSU Grade Appeals Policy, Academic Operating Procedure (AOP) 13.14
www.msstate.edu/dept/audit/1314.html and appeal to the Academic
Review Board.

Dismissal Appeals for Regularly Admitted
Students

Following the receipt of a letter of dismissal from the Graduate School, a
graduate student may appeal the decision of dismissal and must begin
the process within 15 work days. The entire appeal process consists

of up to three stages. If the entire appeal process is used, all levels

of appeal should be normally completed within 60 work days of the
submission of the first appeal. At each level, decisions will be promptly
rendered by the appropriate administrator. If the appeal of a student is
upheld at any level, then the student will be reinstated into the graduate
program. Application for readmission is not required.

1. The appeal to the Department Head is submitted by letter along
with relevant support documentation. The Department Head must
inform the Graduate School when an appeal is received. In rendering
a decision, the Department Head may convene an existing or
ad hoc departmental committee to review the appeal and offer a
recommendation to the Department Head. The Department Head
may or may not choose to adhere to the recommendation of the
appeals committee. The Department Head will render a decision
in writing to the student and copy the notification to the Graduate
School. If the dismissal is upheld at the departmental level, the
student may appeal the departmental decision by submitting a written
request with all relevant supporting documentation to the College
Dean. A Department Head may not reverse a dismissal decision if the
reversal violates the University's academic dismissal standards.

2. The appeal to the College Dean is submitted by letter along with
relevant support documentation. The College Dean must inform
the Graduate School when an appeal is received. In rendering
a decision, the College Dean may convene an existing or ad hoc
college committee to review the appeal and offer a recommendation
to the Dean. The College Dean may or may not choose to adhere to
the recommendation of the appeals committee. The College Dean will
render a decision in writing to the student and copy to notification to
the Graduate School. If the student is not satisfied with the decision
of the College Dean, he/she may choose to submit a final appeal
of the dismissal to the Provost. A College Dean may not reverse a
dismissal decision if the reversal violates the University's academic
dismissal standards.

3. The appeal to the Office of the Provost is submitted by letter along
with relevant support documentation. The Provost will inform the
Graduate School when an appeal is received. In rendering a decision,
the Provost may request that the Dean of the Graduate School
convene a subcommittee consisting of three voting members of
the Graduate Council who do not have a conflict of interest with
the graduate student or the student's department to review the
appeal and offer a recommendation to the Provost. A subcommittee
chair will be named by the Dean of the Graduate School. Relevant
supporting documents submitted by the student, department, and/
or the Graduate School will be assembled by the Graduate School
and delivered electronically to the subcommittee for review. The
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subcommittee may choose to deliberate via email or in a face-to-
face meeting. The recommendation of the subcommittee will be
conveyed to the Provost in writing and copied to the Dean of the
Graduate School. The Provost may or may not choose to adhere to
the recommendation of the appeals subcommittee. The Provost will
render a decision in writing to the student and copy the notification
to the Dean of the Graduate School. Recourse to the Provost is
the final stage of dismissal appeal. All correspondence will remain
confidential.

Dismissal Appeals for Provisionally
Admitted Students

(Students admitted with the requirement to earn a 3.00 GPA on first
9 hours of graduate work)

Following the receipt of a letter of dismissal from the Graduate School, a
graduate student may appeal the decision of dismissal and must begin
the process within 15 work days. The entire appeal process consists of
two stages. If the entire appeal process is used, both levels of appeal
should be normally completed within 60 work days of the submission

of the first appeal. At each level, decisions will be promptly rendered

by the appropriate administrator. If the appeal of a student is upheld at
any level, then the student will be reinstated into the graduate program.
Application for readmission is not required.

1. The appeal to the Dean of the Graduate School is submitted by letter
along with relevant support documentation. The Graduate School
will inform the student's department and college when an appeal
is received and request a letter of evaluation from both units. In
rendering a decision, the Graduate School Dean may convene an
existing or ad hoc University committee to review the appeal and
offer a recommendation. The Graduate School Dean may or may not
choose to adhere to the recommendation of the appeals committee.
The Graduate School Dean will render a decision in writing to
the student and copy the natification to the student's department
and college. If the student is not satisfied with the decision of the
Graduate School Dean, he/she may choose to submit a final appeal
of the dismissal to the Provost.

2. The appeal to the Provost is submitted by letter along with relevant
support documentation. The Provost must inform the Graduate
School when an appeal is received. In rendering a decision, the
Provost may request that the Dean of the Graduate School convene
a subcommittee consisting of three voting members of the Graduate
Council who do not have a conflict of interest with the graduate
student or the student's department to review the appeal and offer a
recommendation to the Provost. A subcommittee chair will be named
by the Dean of the Graduate School. Relevant supporting documents
submitted by the student, department, and/or the Graduate School
will be assembled and delivered electronically to the subcommittee
for review. The subcommittee may choose to deliberate via email or
in a face-to-face meeting. The recommendation of the subcommittee
will be conveyed to the Provost in writing and copied to the Dean
of the Graduate School. The Provost may or may not choose to
adhere to the recommendation of the appeals subcommittee. The
Provost will render a decision in writing to the student and copy
the notification to the Dean of the Graduate School as well as the
student's department and college. Recourse to the Provost is the
final stage of dismissal appeal. All correspondence will remain
confidential.
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Academic Amnesty

Academic amnesty is designed to provide those graduate students
previously enrolled at Mississippi State University the opportunity to
have up to 9 hours of previously completed graduate courses eliminated
from the computation of his or her grade point average upon successful
readmission.

To be eligible for the program, an individual cannot have been enrolled as
a graduate student at MSU for at least five years. Academic amnesty may
be requested of the Dean of the Graduate School through the student’s
academic Dean'’s office after either provisional admission to a graduate
program or provisional readmission to their former program has been
granted by the department. Upon successful completion of at least 9
credit hours with a 3.00 or higher GPA, provisional admission is removed
and the student can then request Academic Amnesty until the end of the
semester preceding that in which the student graduates.

With notification from the Dean of the Graduate School, the Registrar's
Office will segment the student’s academic record showing all courses
and grades to be included in academic amnesty and recalculate the
graduate GPA accordingly. Academic amnesty will be applied to the
student’s record only once, and the new grade point average will be
noted on the transcript at the end of the semester during which the
request was approved.

The student is permitted to retake a course that was included as part of
the 9 hours of coursework eliminated under the academic amnesty. All
courses and grades will remain a part of the student’s academic record. A
notation will appear on the transcript indicating the student was approved
for academic amnesty. Those courses approved for academic amnesty
and then granted cannot be revalidated or applied toward the completion
of another graduate degree.

The academic amnesty policy is applicable only upon the in-residency
completion of current curriculum requirements to earn a degree.
Students must be advised that the academic amnesty provision
pertains only to MSU and may not be honored by other institutions
of higher learning. [AOP 12.18] www.msstate.edu/dept/audit/
PDF/1218.pdf

Program of Study Policies
Program of Study

Using the Graduate Catalog for the academic year of admission, the
student must complete with his/her graduate committee develop a
program of study (utilizing the CAPP compliance software) consisting
of all graduate-level courses required for degree completion according
to University-approved program requirements. Changes made to the
student's program of study will be reflected in the CAPP compliance as
they occur.

A student may be required to take an English as a Second Language
(ESL), Learning Skills (LSK), Cooperative Education (CP), or
undergraduate course or to audit a course. These courses will be listed in
the Unusable section of the Compliance although they are required of the
student.

A student who has taken a course at the 4000 level is not allowed to
enroll in the same course at the 6000 level without explicit permission of
the instructor and Graduate Coordinator of the department offering the
course, and the Dean of the Graduate School.

Minor

A minor is a current block of approved coursework derived from a
current MSU degree program or concentration other than the major
program. The option of a minor is at the discretion of the major area
in which the program is offered and must be approved by the student's
major professor and/or graduate committee. The minor coursework is
designated on the student’s program of study.

Up to one-third of the required hours for a minor may be transferred to
MSU. Hours transferred toward fulfillment of a minor must be relevant in
content to the graduate program when the degree is awarded and must fit
within the time-limit requirements for the specific degree.

A minor in a master’s or educational specialist program must meet the
following requirements.

» At least 9 hours of graduate coursework in the minor field of study.

» Approval of the student’s major professor and/or graduate committee.

» Approval of the graduate coordinator from the minor area.

e An MSU Graduate Faculty member from the minor area who serves
as minor professor on the student’s graduate committee.

« Fulfillment of any additional requirements as specified by the major
and minor areas.

» A 3.00 GPA on the minor coursework.
A minor in a doctoral program must meet the following requirements.

» At least 12 hours of graduate coursework in the minor field of study.
* Approval of the student’s major professor and graduate committee.
» Approval of the graduate coordinator from the minor field of study.

* An MSU Graduate Faculty member from the minor area who serves
as minor professor on the student’s graduate committee.

« Fulfillment of any additional requirements as specified by the major
and minor areas.

¢ A 3.00 GPA on the minor coursework.

Transferred and Shared Credit Hours

Transferred credits are defined as those credits earned in graduate work
at another university, whether or not used to satisfy the requirements of a
previously earned degree. Shared credits are defined as those credits
earned in another graduate program at MSU and and are being applied
to two graduate degree programs at MSU.

A maximum of 9 credit hours can be shared between two MSU degrees
in which a student is enrolled, whether concurrently (see Dual Degrees
(http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/registration/
#dualdegreestext) in this publication) or consecutively, when the two
degrees are at the same level (i.e. two masters degrees, two educational
specialist degrees, two doctoral degrees).

Students who transition from an Unclassified admission into a degree
program may also apply up to 9 hours of Unclassified graduate work
regardless of whether they are also transferring or sharing credits.

All transferring or sharing of credits requires approval of the student's
graduate committee.

See the Transfer Credit section below for more information on transfer
policy as well as details of transfer credit restrictions in the appropriate



Degree Requirements section for Master (p. 10), Educational
Specialist (p. 13), and Doctor of Philosophy (p. 16) degrees.

Transfer Credit

Transfer credit hours from other domestic universities, international
universities, or military educational programs may be used to fulfill

requirements for graduate degrees at MSU provided they meet the
following criteria.

1. Where appropriate, credit hours were earned in programs fully
accredited by the appropriate regional and national accrediting
bodies.

2. Credit hours contribute to the current program of graduate study.

3. Credit hours were taken within the appropriate time limit for the
current program at completion of the degree (reference General
Degree Requirements under Master's, Educational Specialist, or
Doctor of Philosophy).

Only courses in which grades of B or higher were earned are accepted
for transfer. Courses with grades of Pass/Fail or S/U are not eligible for
transfer. Master's or Educational Specialist students can transfer up to
9 hours of courses used to earn a previous degree. At the doctoral level,
transfer credit cannot exceed one-half of the coursework requirement.

In all cases, the decision to accept and designate transfer work begins
with the student’s graduate advisor or committee. Once it is determined
that the course meets the required criteria, the student must submit

a Transfer Approval Form containing required committee signatures
and an official transcript to the Office of the Graduate School (see
Transfer Approval Form on the Office of the Graduate School Website).
Transfer courses may be given the name that appears on the original
transcript but must have the designation of Special Topic (6990/8990).
Alternatively, the course may be re-titled using the name, symbol, and
number of the equivalent MSU course.

Transfer credit cannot be used to satisfy provisional admission
requirements. See the Transfer Credit section under each degree.

Transfer of Domestic Credit

A student seeking to transfer courses from domestic universities is
responsible for submitting transcripts, as well as course descriptions and
syllabi as required by the graduate advisor or committee for review. The
committee will determine those courses appropriate for transfer based
on assessment of course content. Credits transferred from domestic
universities will be included in the calculation of the student’s final grade
point average.

Transfer of International Credit

A student seeking to transfer courses from universities outside the US is
responsible for submitting transcripts, course descriptions, and syllabi in
English for committee review. The committee will determine appropriate
courses for transfer based on assessment of course content and will
work with the Office of the Graduate School to ensure that the equivalent
of a grade of B or higher was earned. The Office of the Registrar will
note such courses on the MSU transcript followed by an S grade. These
grades will not be included in the calculation of the student’s final grade
point average.

Transfer of Military Credit

A student seeking to transfer courses from military educational programs
is responsible for submitting transcripts, course descriptions, and syllabi
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for committee review. The committee will determine appropriate courses
for transfer based on assessment of course content and will work with the
Office of the Graduate School to ensure that the equivalent of a grade

of B or higher was earned. The Office of the Registrar will note such
courses on the MSU transcript followed by an S grade. These grades
will not be included in the calculation of the student’s final grade point
average. Evaluations by the American Council of Education (ACE) may
be used by programs in making decisions concerning the transfer of
military courses.

Course Retake Policy

A student may retake a course if his/her Request to Retake

a Course (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
request_to_retake_a_course.pdf) is approved. Only one course per
degree can be repeated, and this policy applies to any graduate course
taken since the beginning of enroliment in the current program. The
repeated course must be taken at MSU.

If a student retakes a course, the grade earned in the second completion
is included on the student's program. Once the course is retaken, the
original grade no longer is subject to the University criteria for academic
dismissal or degree completion. However, a record of both courses taken
will remain on the permanent transcript, and both grades will be included
in the computation of the final GPA. No additional program credit hours
are generated from a repeated course.

Some courses are approved for repeated enroliment and credit (e.g.,
internships, special topics, thesis, dissertation, etc.), and additional
program credit hours can be generated in these cases.

Incomplete Grades

An instructor may submit a grade of | (Incomplete) when a student does
not complete course requirements. Graduate students who receive a
grade of | must complete all work no later than the last day of class of
the next semester (excluding summer) whether the student is enrolled
or not. The specific date for each semester is found on the Graduate
Academic Calendar (p. 207). Failure to remove an | grade during

the specified time will result in the automatic grade of F. Once this

has occurred, no additional grade change is allowed except under
extreme circumstances as approved by the Provost. A grade of | cannot
be assigned for thesis/dissertation credits. Assigning and changing
incomplete grades is governed by the academic policy AOP12.12 (http://
www.policies.msstate.edu/policypdfs/1212.pdf).

Graduate Committee

Committee Membership

Master's, Educational Specialist, and Doctor of Philosophy sections of
this publication state Graduate Committee membership requirements
for the respective degree. The student and committee will submit a
completed committee request form to the Graduate School which must
include the following information for each committee member.

» Typed name
 Level of Appointment (1 or 2)

» Name of academic department that appointed the committee member
to Graduate Faculty

* Committee member's signature



8 Academic Policies

The student and Graduate Coordinator are also required to sign the form.

If the student experiences a problem concerning committee membership,
the student should follow the academic appeal procedure outlined

in Graduate Student Academic Grievance Procedure (AOP 12.37 (http://
www.policies.msstate.edu/policypdfs/1237.pdf)) .

MSU Graduate Faculty Committee Members

MSU Graduate Faculty members (p. 213) are listed by college/
department in this Catalog.

Non-Graduate Faculty Committee Members

For a thesis committee, three members are the minimum required and
two of those must be members of the Graduate Faculty. These may be
either Level 1 or Level 2 Graduate Faculty. For a doctoral committee,
four members are the minimum required and three of those must be
members of the Graduate Faculty. At minimum, at least one of the
doctoral committee must be Level 1 Graduate Faculty status in order to
serve as the major professor and committee chair. In all cases where
the advisory committee consists of numbers above the minimum, greater
than 50% of the committee members must be members of the Graduate
Faculty.

Non-Graduate Faculty committee members are expected to have a
graduate degree or commensurate expertise in the field of study. The
decision whether or not a person who does not hold Level 1 or Level 2
status is qualified to serve on a thesis or dissertation committee will be
determined by the department/college.

Non-Graduate Faculty committee members can serve as a co-thesis
director of research with a Level 1 or Level 2 member of the Graduate
Faculty or can serve as a co-dissertation director of the research along
with a Level 1 member of the Graduate Faculty. Non-Graduate Faculty
committee members cannot serve as a major professor or committee
chair. If a non-Graduate Faculty committee member serves as co-thesis
director or co-dissertation director, it is expected that the individual will
have education and research expertise commensurate with Level 2 and
Level 1 Graduate Faculty, respectively.

Membership Changes

Committee membership changes are submitted to the Graduate School
on the graduate committee change form. The new and departing
committee member(s) and the student must sign the form. If, subsequent
to the administration of the final or oral/written comprehensive
examination, a student’s request to remove a member of the graduate
committee is not met with the approval of that member, then the student
must submit to the Dean of the Graduate School a written request
containing suitable justification for removal of the committee member.
The Dean of the Graduate School will then decide if removal is necessary
and accordingly inform the student, the committee member, the major
professor, and the Graduate Coordinator.

Enrollment & Registration

Policies regarding enrollment for graduate students differ significantly
from those for undergraduate students. This section defines and details
policy and procedure regarding requirements for part-time, full-time,
required enrollment, continuous enrollment, and graduate assistantship
enrollment.

Continuous Enrollment

The continuous enrollment policy applies when a graduate student has
completed all coursework but has not met other requirements (typically
the master's comprehensive examination, master's thesis defense, thesis
submission, doctoral dissertation defense, or dissertation submission).
These students must be continuously enrolled for

(1) a minimum of one graduate credit hour during the fall semester and

(2) one credit hour during the following spring or summer semester until
degree requirements are met.

The Continuous Enroliment policy applies to students in one of the
following circumstances.

» A non-thesis master's student who lacks only sitting for the
comprehensive examination must be continuously enrolled after the
coursework is completed until taking the comprehensive examination.

A non-thesis educational specialist student who lacks only sitting

for the comprehensive examination must be continuously enrolled
after the coursework is completed until taking the comprehensive
examination.

A thesis-option master's student who has not submitted a thesis
must be continuously enrolled after the coursework is completed until
submitting the final approved thesis to the Library.

A thesis-option educational specialist student who has not submitted
a thesis must be continuously enrolled after the coursework is
completed until submitting the final approved thesis to the Library.

A doctoral student who has completed all coursework and passed
preliminary/comprehensive examinations must be continuously
enrolled until submitting the final approved dissertation to the Library.

A student who fails to be continuously enrolled is required to
register retroactively and pay tuition and registration fees for
missed terms at current rates.

Full-time Course Load
Fall and Spring

A full-time course load in fall and spring semesters is enrollment in

9-13 credit hours. A student may register for up to 16 hours only

by submitting to the Registrar’s Office a Scheduling Overload Form
(http://www.provost.msstate.edu/resources/students/forms/forms/
Request_for_scheduling_overload_graduate_students.pdf) approved by
the student’s college dean and sent to the Registrar for processing. This
form must be sent to the Registrar. It does not require Graduate
School approval.

Summer

The Summer maximum course load is as follows.

* 3 credit hours for Maymester

* 7 hours for a 5-week summer session

* 13 hours for the 10-week term

« atotal of 13 hours for the entire summer semester

A total of 6 credit hours is considered full-time Summer enroliment.
Audit hours may not be used to satisfy the full-time enroliment
requirement.



A student may not schedule courses offered on campus and in external
programs concurrently whereby the maximum number of credits that may
be earned in a semester or term is exceeded.

Graduate Assistantship

A student holding an assistantship appointment is required to maintain
full-time enrollment throughout the full appointment period. A student
holding a half-summer graduate assistantship must be registered during
the term of the assistantship. Audit hours may not be used to satisfy
the full-time enrollment requirement. See the Graduate Assistantship
(p. 204) section of this publication for a description of enroliment and all
requirements for holding an assistantship.

Required Enrollment

A student must enroll at MSU for at least one graduate credit hour in the
semester that he/she meets any of the following degree requirements.

« Sits for an oral and/or written comprehensive examination

» Defends a thesis/dissertation*

* Submits the initial thesis/dissertation manuscript to the Library*
« Submits the final thesis/dissertation manuscript to the Library*

A student who holds a graduate assistantship is required to maintain full-
time enrollment. Other students may be required to be enrolled full-time
for different reasons.

Late Thesis/Dissertation Submission
(after Initial and Final Submission
Deadlines published in the Graduate
Calendar)

Graduate students who pass the thesis/dissertation defense by the end
of a semester and meet all other graduation requirements except the
deadlines for thesis/dissertation submission to the Library may adhere to
the following procedure.

» Defend their thesis/dissertation no later than the end of the
semester. End of semester is defined as the date/time grades

are due to the Registrar's Office. This date is posted each

semester on the Graduate Calendar (http://catalog.msstate.edu/
graduate/academic-policies/enrollment-requirements/Graduate
%?20Calendar).and the University Calendar.

Enroll in a zero-credit hour course (GRD 9010 01) the following
semester. The zero-credit hour course shall have an associated fee
of $100. Students are allowed to enroll in the zero-credit hour course
only one time.

Students enrolled in the zero-credit hour course must meet all of that
semester's Library submission and graduation application deadlines.

GRD 9010 Graduate Degree Completion 0

Registration

When a student is admitted into a degree program or as an Unclassified
graduate student, the following steps are followed to register for class.

* Graduate student admitted to a degree program:
the student must meet with his/her advisor to determine course(s)
for the subsequent semester and receive a release for online
registration.
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» Unclassified graduate student: the student uses an
Unclassified Registration Form (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/files/
unclassified_graduate_worksheet.pdf) to request permission from the
academic department(s) to take a course. This permission includes
the department's entering a major override in Banner for each course.
When permission is obtained, the student submits the form to the
Graduate School to receive the registration release.

To register, the student accesses the Registration menu on MyBanner for
Students and clicks on Register for Classes to enroll.

Audit a Course

Upon recommendation from the relevant course instructor and subject

to approval by the appropriate Dean and Registrar, a student may enroll

to audit a course. The approval to audit must occur prior to the official

enrollment count day (tenth class day for spring and fall semesters;

third class day for summer school sessions). A student may not change

from credit to audit or audit to credit status after the official enroliment

count day. An audited course counts as part of the regular load. Students

auditing a class are not required to take tests and/or examinations or

to prepare other written assignments. Otherwise, conformity to regular

classroom rules including attendance requirements is the same as for

students taking the course for credit. At the time the request for audit

is approved, the professor will inform the student auditing the class of

attendance expectations. Failure to meet any or all of these requirements

may result in an auditor being administratively dropped from the class roll.
No audited course may be counted as part of the required hours of any

degree or program requirements.

A student who must be enrolled full-time cannot count an audited
course as part of full-time enrollment; an audited course must be taken
in addition to enrollment in 9 hours. This is especially important for
graduate assistants.

Dual (Concurrent) Degrees

An applicant may apply and be admitted into more than one degree
program concurrently. Concurrent degree matriculation requires approval
of each department provided to Graduate School Admissions staff. If the
student is approved to pursue two degrees concurrently at MSU, no more
than 9 hours of coursework used in one degree program may be applied
toward meeting the requirements for the second degree.

Add/Drop

Schedule Changes - Fall and Spring Semesters

» A student has through the fifth class day into the semester to drop a
course and through the sixth class day to add a course without being
assessed a fee or academic penalty.

» From the fifth class day through the 36th class day, a student who
elects to drop a course must receive the approval of his/her advisor,
will be assigned a “W” on his/her academic record, and be assessed
a fee.

Summer Maymester, First Term, Second Term,
and and Ten-Week Term

Consult the Registrar's Calendar or the Graduate Calendar for add/drop
dates for each Summer term.
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Withdrawal

(Drop entire current semester schedule)

To drop an entire current semester schedule, the student accesses the
Withdrawal Request found on the MyBanner for Students Registration
Menu. By completing this process, the student avoids the automatic
assignment of grades of F and assessment of outstanding tuition
and fees, even if the student never attended class. Following

the outlined procedure also avoids future difficulties in obtaining
transcripts or reentering the University. In most circumstances the
student is permitted to register for the subsequent semester without
penalty.

A summer semester student uses the Withdrawal Request when dropping
the entire schedule for Maymester or either of the 5-week terms or the
10-week term. Withdrawing from one summer term (e.g., Maymester)
does not affect the student’s schedule for another summer term (e.g., 2nd
5-week).

The withdrawal of a student is not effective for any date prior to the actual
date of withdrawal except in documented cases of serious illness or
extreme hardship, and then only upon approval of the student’'s academic
Dean.

The student is responsible for payment of all tuition and fee charges
unless he/she CANCELS HIS OR HER SCHEDULE before classes
begin. See the refund schedule at http://www.controller.msstate.edu.

Failure to take prompt and appropriate action may result in
significant payment obligations and holds.

Retroactive Withdrawal

(Drop entire prior semester schedule)

In rare and unusual circumstances, a student may request a retroactive
withdrawal for a previous semester by submitting a completed petition.

A copy of the petition form can be obtained online at the Retroactive
Withdrawal Form Webpage (http://www.provost.msstate.edu/resources/
students/forms/forms/Petition_for_retroactive_withdrawal.pdf). The
student must also submit all required documentation. The student’s
academic Dean, the Dean of the Graduate School, and the Provost must
approve the request for retroactive withdrawal.

Master's Degree Requirements

Academic departments in seven colleges at Mississippi State
University offer Master of Arts (M.A.), Master of Science (M.S.), and a
number of specialized master's degrees.

Refer to Graduate Degrees and Majors Offered (p. 195) for a
complete list.

Check Requirements Quick Reference (p. 32) for admission
requirements for specific programs.

Consult Admissions Information (p. 20) and the specific master’s
program description in the correct College and Degree Programs

(p. 37) section.

Go to the Graduate School (http://www.grad.msstate.edu) website to
apply online.

Master’'s Graduate Committee
Committee Composition

For a master's degree committee, a minimum of three members are
required and they must hold either a Level 1 or Level 2 Graduate
Faculty appointment. One member may be a minor professor, if the
student has a minor program.

The major professor is chair of the committee, must hold Level 1

or Level 2 Graduate Faculty status, and must be from the student’s
major department/program.

A limited number of Non-Graduate Faculty members may serve on
a committee. Non-Graduate Faculty members are expected to have
a graduate degree or commensurate expertise in the field of study.
The decision regarding the qualifications of a Non-Graduate Faculty
member to serve on a master's degree committee will be determined
by the department/college.

In all cases where the committee consists of numbers above the
minimum, greater than 50% of the committee members must hold
hold Graduate Faculty status.

Non-Graduate Faculty committee members cannot serve as a major
professor or committee chair.

Non-Graduate Faculty committee members can serve as a co-thesis
director of the research along with a Level 1 or Level 2 member

of the Graduate Faculty for students in a thesis-option program. If
this occurs, it is expected that the Non-Graduate Faculty committee
member will have education and research expertise commensurate
with Level 1 or Level 2 Graduate Faculty.

The Committee Request (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/
pdf_forms/graduate_program_of_study.pdf)form is submitted to the
Graduate School.

Students in non-thesis programs with no variation in program of
study and/or with standardized examinations are not required to have
committees.

Committee Changes

When the committee composition changes, the student submits a
Change of Committee (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
request_for_change_of_committee_members.pdf) form to the Graduate
School reporting the changes. If, subsequent to the administration of the
final or oral/written comprehensive examination, a student’s request to
remove a member of the graduate committee is not met with the approval
(signature) of that member, the student must submit to the Dean of the
Graduate School a written request containing suitable justification for
removal of the committee member. The Dean will then decide if removal
is necessary and accordingly inform the student, the committee member,
the major professor, and the Graduate Coordinator.

Master’'s Program of Study
Course Requirements

A minimum of 30 credit hours of graduate study is required in all master’s
degree programs although some programs require more credits. During
the first semester of enrollment, the student must complete with his/her
graduate committee a C (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
graduate_program_of_study.pdf)APP Compliance consisting of all
courses and research credits required for degree completion according to
Graduate School policy and the program requirements in the Catalog of



the Graduate School for the academic year the student was admitted and
enrolled.

Thesis-option students must include at least 24 hours of graduate
coursework and 6 hours of research/thesis. A minimum of 12
coursework credit hours, exclusive of thesis/research credits, must be
8000 level or higher.

Non-thesis coursework requirements consist of a minimum of 30
hours of coursework, with at least 15 hours at 8000 level or higher.

A student may be required to take an ESL, LSK, or undergraduate
course. These courses or an audited course cannot be used toward
coursework completion requirements of a graduate degree.

A maximum of 6 credit hours of Directed Individual Study (DIS)
coursework can taken toward the degree. DIS courses are
designated as 7000-level credit hours and may be used to meet the
8000-level course requirement.

A student who took a course at the 4000 level is not allowed

to enroll in the same course for credit at the 6000 level without
explicit permission of the instructor and Graduate Coordinator of
the department offering the course, and the Dean of the Graduate
School.

Minor

A minor is a current block of approved coursework derived from a current
MSU degree program or concentration other than the major program.
The option of a minor must be approved by the student's major professor
and/or graduate committee. The minor coursework is designated as such
on the student's CAPP Compliance, and the student's committee must
include a minor professor.

Up to one-third of the required hours for a minor may be transferred to
MSU. Hours transferred toward fulfillment of a minor must be relevant in
content to the minor and meet time-limit requirements for the degree.

A minor in a master's or educational specialist program must meet the
following requirements.

* At least 9 hours of graduate coursework in the minor field of study
« Approval of the student’s major professor and/or graduate committee
« Approval of the Graduate Coordinator from the minor area

* An MSU Graduate Faculty member from the minor area who serves
as minor professor on the student’s graduate committee

¢ A 3.00 GPA on the minor coursework

Transfer Credit

Transfer credit can be accepted for courses that are relevant in content
toward completion of a degree and fall within the eight-year time limit for
a master's degree. A Transfer Approval form signed by the student's
graduate committee must be submitted to the Graduate School with an
official transcript (unless the transcript was submitted with the student's
admission application). See the Transfer Credit (p. 6) section and

the Transferred and Shared Credit Hours (p. 6) section for additional
details.

¢ A student may transfer up to 9 semester hours of coursework
with grades of B or higher taken at other domestic universities,
international universities or military educational programs to meet
requirements for a master’s degree at MSU if the courses meet the
Graduate School and departmental requirements.
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If a master's program requires more than 40 hours, the committee
may approve transfer credits of up to 30 percent of the required
credits.

International and military transfer credits are given S grades on the
MSU transcript.

Thesis research credit hours cannot be transferred.

A student with a minor may transfer up to one-third of the required
hours for a minor (9 hours at the master’s level).

Master’'s Comprehensive Examination

A final comprehensive examination is required of all non-thesis degree
candidates except those in a prescribed program that was approved
without this requirement. A student in a thesis-option program may

be required to take a comprehensive examination in addition to the
thesis defense (see program requirements). The following examination
requirements must be met.

Master's degree candidates are required to take an oral examination,
a written examination, or both.

A student must be enrolled in a graduate course at MSU during
the semester the exam is administered. A student taking a
comprehensive examination during the summer semester can be
enrolled in any summer term.

The examination date must meet the deadline posted on the
Graduate Academic Calendar (p. 207).

A student in a thesis-option program may be required to take a
comprehensive examination in addition to the thesis defense.

A student must have a 3.00 GPA when sitting for the examination.

The student must be within the last 6 hours or in the terminal
semester of coursework excluding internship/practicum courses.

The Declaration of Examination/Defense (http://
www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
comprehensive_exam_announcement.pdf) form must be submitted to
the Graduate School at least two weeks prior to the scheduled date of
examination announcing the examination and confirming completion
of requirements.

The candidate's examination should demonstrate the following.
a. the candidate’s thorough familiarity with the literature in the major
field
b. the relation of the special subject to allied subjects
c. the level of general knowledge and training, including use of oral
and written English

One negative vote will not constitute failure for a student on a
preliminary/comprehensive examination. Two negative votes will
constitute failure for a student on a preliminary/comprehensive
examination.

Following the examination, the major professor must promptly submit
the completed examination results form, whether pass or fail, to the
Graduate School by the deadline. Submission of the report by the
student is prohibited.

A student who fails the comprehensive exam can apply to schedule
another examination after a period of three months has elapsed from
the date of the original exam. Two failures result in the student’s
removal as a master's degree candidate.
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Master's Thesis
Thesis Preparation

All candidates for a thesis-option master's degree must submit a thesis.
The student’s graduate committee must approve the thesis topic, the
outline, and both the initial and final submissions to the Library. Thesis
research is subject to review and approval by the University’s Institutional
Review Board (IRB).

The student must register for at least the minimum number of required
thesis/research hours (6). Upon the final submission of the thesis to
Mitchell Memorial Library, the student is awarded credit for the 6 hours of
thesis/research, regardless of the actual number of hours earned.

The manual entitled Standards for Preparing Theses and

Dissertations (6th edition, 2012) describes the regulations governing
dissertation preparation and must be followed. The student should
access the Standards and review Office of Thesis and Dissertation
Format Review information at http:/library.msstate.edu/thesis/index.asp.

Thesis Defense

Both a public presentation of the thesis research and a thesis defense
are required. While the presentation is open to the general public,
the defense is open to any member of the Graduate Faculty including
the Dean and Associate Dean of the Graduate School. The following
requirements must be met.

The student must be enrolled at MSU during the semester of the
defense. A student defending during the summer semester can
enroll in any summer term.

The defense must occur by the deadline posted on the Graduate
Academic Calendar (p. 207).

A student in a thesis-option program may be required to take a
comprehensive examination in addition to the thesis defense.

A student must have a 3.00 GPA when sitting for the defense.

The student must be within the last 6 hours or in the terminal
semester of coursework excluding internship/practicum courses to
defend.

To allow time for careful and thoughtful evaluation and discussion,
the examination for the oral thesis defense should be scheduled

no sooner than seven days after the final manuscript has been
distributed to all committee members and graduate coordinator.
Typically, committee members and graduate coordinator are
provided a minimum of two weeks to review the final manuscript prior
to the defense.

The Declaration of Examination/Defense (http:/
www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
comprehensive_exam_announcement.pdf) form must be submitted to
the Graduate School at least two weeks prior to the scheduled date
announcing the defense and confirming completion of requirements.

The student, Graduate Coordinator, or a committee member may
request that the Graduate School appoint an outside observer to
attend the thesis defense.

The student’s graduate committee will evaluate content of the
completed thesis. One negative vote will not constitute failure for
a student on a thesis defense. Two negative votes will constitute
failure for a student on a thesis defense.

A grade of S for satisfactory or U for unsatisfactory is given for
thesis credit. A student cannot graduate with a U grade in the final
semester.

* Following the defense, the student’s committee must complete the
examination results report, whether pass or fail, and submit both
the original and a copy to the Graduate School by the deadline.
Submission of the report by the student is prohibited.

» A student who fails to defend his/her thesis successfully can apply to
schedule another defense after a period of three months has elapsed
from the date of the original. Two failures to defend the thesis will
result in the student's removal from candidacy.

Thesis Submission

» The student must meet the Library's initial and final submission
requirements and deadlines posted in the Graduate Academic
Calendar (p. 207).

The student must be enrolled in at least one graduate credit hour at
MSU during the semester(s) of both the initial and final submissions
to the Library. A student submitting in the summer semester may be
enrolled in any summer term.

The student submits the thesis electronically. Submission must be
in Portable Document Format (PDF) and uploaded to the Library’s
electronic theses and dissertations (ETD) database.

The committee signature page complete with required signatures
must be submitted to the Library before the thesis will be reviewed.
Signatures represent that the signer is satisfied with the contents

of the document and that no further changes will be made to the
content. Any subsequent content changes will require a newly signed
signature page to allow for each member to re-evaluate the document
including the new changes. For security reasons, signatures should
not be scanned for the PDF document; this page will remain absent
of signatures for the electronic version. The Library will retain a copy
of the signature page for archival purposes.

The University has an agreement with ProQuest Information and
Learning Company (ProQuest) for the archiving of all theses. Under
this agreement, and, if desired, the document will be copyrighted
with the copyright in the name of the author. The hard-bound
copies will be published in the ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(PQDT) electronic database and the full document made available
to subscribing institutions. The author is also free to use any other
method available to create physical copies of their approved work.
The fee for copyrighting is $55.00; one may also ask ProQuest to
publish the document with open access for $95.00. As an alternative
to copyrighting through ProQuest, copyright can be achieved by
submitting to http://www.copyright.gov for a $35 fee.

Late Thesis Submission (after Initial and
Final Submission Deadlines published in the
Graduate Calendar)

Graduate students who pass the thesis defense by the end of a semester
and meet all other graduation requirements except the deadlines for
thesis submission to the Library may adhere to the following procedure.

» Defend their thesis no later than the end of the semester. End of
semester is defined as the date/time grades are due to the Registrar's
Office. This date is posted each semester on the Graduate Calendar
(http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/masters-
requirements/Graduate%20Calendar).and the University Calendar.

» Enroll in a zero-credit hour course (GRD 9010 01) the following
semester. The zero-credit hour course shall have an associated fee
of $100. Students are allowed to enroll in the zero-credit hour course
only one time.



» Students enrolled in the zero-credit hour course must meet all of that
semester's Library submission and graduation application deadlines.

GRD 9010 Graduate Degree Completion

Master’s Time Limit

Eight years is the time limit for completion of master’s degree
requirements. An Extension of Time (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/
forms/pdf_forms/request_for_extension_of_time.pdf) form must be

used to request a one-year extension if needed under well-justified,
extenuating circumstances. The request must be approved by the major
professor and Dean of the College and submitted for approval by the
Dean of the Graduate School. In the rare circumstance that a second
request is made, additional approvals are required, including approval
of the Dean of the Graduate School and the Provost. This request must
be made using the Request for Additional Extension of Time (http://
www.grad.msstate.edu/files/extend_time.pdf) form.

Educational Specialist Degree
Completion Requirements

The Educational Specialist degree (Ed.S.) is offered by the College
of Education and is comprised of a planned program of at least 30
semester hours above the master’s degree under the direction of a
major professor.

Check Requirements Quick Reference (p. 32) for admission
requirements for specific programs.

Consult Admissions Information (p. 20) and the Educational
Specialist program descriptions in the College of Education (p. 122)
section.

Go to the Graduate School (http://www.grad.msstate.edu) website to
apply online.

Ed.S. Graduate Committee
Committee Composition

For an educational specialist degree committee, a minimum of three
members are required and they must hold either a Level 1 or Level
2 Graduate Faculty appointment. One member may be a minor
professor, if the student has a minor program.

The major professor is chair of the committee, must hold Level 1

or Level 2 Graduate Faculty status, and must be from the student’s
major department/program.

A limited number of non-Graduate Faculty members may serve on
a committee. Non-Graduate Faculty members are expected to have
a graduate degree or commensurate expertise in the field of study.
The decision regarding the qualifications of a Non-Graduate Faculty
member to serve on an educationalist specialist degree committee
will be determined by the department/college.

In all cases where the committee consists of numbers above the
minimum, greater than 50% of the committee members must be
members of Graduate Faculty.

Non-Graduate Faculty committee members cannot serve as a major
professor or committee chair.

Non-Graduate Faculty committee members can serve as a co-thesis
director of the research along with a Level 1 or Level 2 member

of Graduate Faculty for students in a thesis-option program. If this
occurs, it is expected that the non-Graduate Faculty committee
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member will have education and research expertise commensurate
with Level 1 or Level 2 Graduate Faculty.

e The Committee Request (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/
pdf_forms/graduate_program_of_study.pdf)form is submitted to the
Graduate School.

Committee Changes

When the committee composition changes, the student submits a
Committee Change (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
request_for_change_of_committee_members.pdf) form to the Graduate
School reporting the changes. if, subsequent to the administration of the
final or oral/written comprehensive examination, a student’s request to
remove a member of the graduate committee is not met with the approval
(signature) of that member, then the student must submit to the Dean of
the Graduate School a written request containing suitable justification for
removal of the committee member. The Dean will then decide if removal
is necessary and accordingly inform the student, the committee member,
the major professor, and the Graduate Coordinator.

Ed.S. Program of Study
Course Requirements

A minimum of 30 credit hours is required in all educational specialist
degree programs. During the first semester of enrollment, the student
must complete with his/her graduate committee a CAPP Compliance
consisting of all courses and research credits required for degree
completion according to Graduate School policy and the program
requirements in the Catalog of the Graduate School for the academic
year the student was admitted.

Thesis-option students must include at least 24 hours of graduate
coursework and 6 hours of research/thesis. A minimum of 12
coursework credit hours, exclusive of thesis/research credits, must be
8000 level or higher.

Non-thesis coursework requirements consist of a minimum of 30
hours of coursework, with at least 15 hours at 8000 level or higher.

A student may be required to take an ESL, LSK, or undergraduate
course. These courses or an audited course cannot be used toward
coursework completion requirements of a graduate degree.

A maximum of 6 credit hours of Directed Individual Study (DIS)
coursework can be taken toward the degree. DIS courses are
designated as 7000-level credit hours and may be used to meet the
8000-level course requirement.

A student who took a course at the 4000 level is not allowed

to enroll in the same course for credit at the 6000 level without
explicit permission of the instructor and Graduate Coordinator of
the department offering the course, and the Dean of the Graduate
School.

Minor

A minor is a current block of approved coursework derived from a current
MSU degree program or concentration other than the major program.
The option of a minor must be approved by the student's major professor
and/or graduate committee. The minor coursework is designated as such
on the student's CAPP Compliance, and the student's committee must
include a minor professor.

Up to one-third of the required hours for a minor may be transferred to
MSU. Hours transferred toward fulfillment of a minor must be relevant in
content to the minor and meet time-limit requirements for the degree.
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A minor in an educational specialist program must meet the following
requirements.

» At least 9 hours of graduate coursework in the minor field of study.
« Approval of the student’'s major professor and/or graduate committee.
« Approval of the Graduate Coordinator from the minor area.

* An MSU Graduate Faculty member from the minor area who serves
as minor professor on the student’s graduate committee.

¢ A 3.00 GPA on the minor coursework.

Transfer Credit

Transfer credit can be accepted for courses that are relevant in content
toward completion of a degree and fall within the eight-year time limit

for an educational specialist degree. A Transfer Approval (http://
www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/transfer_approval_form.pdf)form
signed by the student's graduate committee must be submitted to the
Graduate School with an official transcript (unless the transcript was
submitted with the student's admission application). See the Transfer
Credit (p. 6) section and the Transferred and Shared Credit Hours

(p. 6) section for additional details.

A student may transfer up to 9 semester hours of coursework
with grades of B or higher taken at other domestic universities,
international universities, or military educational programs to
meet requirements for an educational specialist degree at MSU
if the courses meet Graduate School School and departmental
requirements.

International and military credits transfer are given S grades on the
MSU transcript.

Thesis research credit hours cannot be transferred.

A student with a minor may transfer up to one-third of the required
hours for a minor (9 hours at the educational specialist level).

Ed.S. Comprehensive Examination

A final comprehensive examination is required of all non-thesis degree
candidates. A student in a thesis-option program may be required to
take a comprehensive examination in addition to the thesis defense (see
program requirements). The following examination requirements must be
met.

The student must be enrolled in a graduate course at MSU during
the semester in which the exam is administered. A student taking
a comprehensive examination during the summer semester can be
enrolled in any summer term.

The examination must meet the deadline found in the Graduate
Academic Calendar (p. 207).

The student must have a 3.00 GPA when sitting for the examination.

The student must be within the last 6 hours or in the terminal
semester of coursework excluding internship/practicum courses.

The Declaration of Examination/Defense (http:/
www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
comprehensive_exam_announcement.pdf) form must be submitted to
the Graduate School at least two weeks prior to the scheduled date of
examination announcing the examination and confirming completion
of requirements.

The candidate's examination should demonstrate the following:
a. the candidate's thorough familiarity with the literature in the major
field

b. the relation of the special subject to allied subjects

c. the level of general knowledge and training, including use of oral
and written English
» One negative vote will not constitute failure of a preliminary/
comprehensive examination. Two negative votes will constitute
failure of a preliminary/comprehensive examination.

Following the examination, whether pass or fail, the student’s
committee must complete the examination results report and
submit both the original and a copy to the Graduate School by the
deadline. Submission of the report by the student is prohibited.

A student who fails the comprehensive exam can apply to schedule
another examination after a period of three months has elapsed from
the date of the original exam. Two failures result in the student’s
being removed from candidacy.

Ed.S. Thesis
Thesis Preparation

All candidates for a thesis-option educationalist degree must submit

a thesis. The student’s graduate committee must approve the thesis
topic, the outline, and both the initial and final submissions to the Library.
Thesis research is subject to review and approval by the University’s
Institutional Review Board (IRB).

The student must register for at least the minimum number of required
thesis/research hours (6). Upon the final submission of the thesis to
Mitchell Memorial Library, the student is awarded credit for the 6hours of
thesis/research, regardless of the actual number of hours earned.

The manual entitled Standards for Preparing Theses and

Dissertations (6th edition, 2012) describes the regulations governing
dissertation preparation and must be followed. The student should
access the Standards and review Office of Thesis and Dissertation
Format Review information at http:/library.msstate.edu/thesis/index.asp.

Thesis Defense

Both a public presentation of the thesis research and a thesis defense
are required. While the presentation is open to the general public,

the defense is open to any member of the Graduate Faculty including
the Dean and Associate Dean of the Graduate School. The following
requirements must be met.

The student must be enrolled at MSU during the semester of the
thesis defense. A student defending during the summer semester can
enroll in any summer term.

The defense must occur by the deadline posted on the Graduate
Academic Calendar (p. 207).

A student in a thesis-option program may be required to take a
comprehensive examination in addition to the thesis defense.

The student must have a 3.00 GPA when sitting for the defense.

The student must be within the last 6 hours or in the terminal
semester of coursework excluding internship/practicum courses to
defend.

To allow time for careful and thoughtful evaluation and discussion,
the examination for the oral thesis defense should be scheduled

no sooner than seven days after the final manuscript has been
distributed to all committee members and graduate coordinator.
Typically, committee members and graduate coordinator are
provided a minimum of two weeks to review the final manuscript prior
to the defense.



The Declaration of Examination/Defense (http:/
www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
comprehensive_exam_announcement.pdf) form must be submitted to
the Graduate School at least two weeks prior to the scheduled date
announcing the defense and confirming completion of requirements.

The student, Graduate Coordinator, or a committee member may
request that the Graduate School appoint an outside observer to
attend the thesis defense.

The student’s graduate committee will evaluate content of the
completed thesis. One negative vote will not constitute failure for
a student on a thesis defense. Two negative votes will constitute
failure for a student on a thesis defense.

A grade of S for satisfactory or U for unsatisfactory is given for
thesis credit. A student cannot graduate with a U grade in the final
semester.

Following the defense, the student’'s committee must complete

the examination results report, whether pass or fail, and submit
both the original and a copy to the Graduate School by the
deadline. Submission of the report by the student is prohibited.

A student who fails to defend his/her thesis successfully can apply to
schedule another defense after a period of three months has elapsed
from the date of the original. Two failures to defend the thesis will
result in the student's removal from candidacy.

Thesis Submission

¢ The student must meet the Library's initial and final submission
requirements and deadlines posted in the Graduate Academic
Calendar (p. 207).

The student must be enrolled for at least one graduate credit at MSU
during the semester(s) of both submissions to the Library. A student
submitting in the summer semester may be enrolled in any summer
term.

The student submits the thesis electronically. Submission must be
in Portable Document Format (PDF) and uploaded to the Library’s
electronic theses and dissertations (ETD) database.

The committee signature page complete with required signatures
must be submitted to the Library before the thesis will be reviewed.
Signatures represent that the signer is satisfied with the contents

of the document and that no further changes will be made to the
content. Any subsequent content changes will require a newly signed
signature page to allow for each member to re-evaluate the document
including the new changes. For security reasons, signatures should
not be scanned for the PDF document; this page will remain absent
of signatures for the electronic version. The Library will retain a copy
of the signature page for archival purposes.

The University has an agreement with ProQuest Information and
Learning Company (ProQuest) for the archiving of all theses.
Under this agreement, if desired, the document will be copyrighted
with the copyright in the name of the author. The hard-bound
copies will be published in the ProQuest Dissertations and Theses
(PQDT electronic database and the full document made available
to subscribing institutions. The author is also free to use any other
method available to create physical copies of their approved work.
The fee for copyrighting is $55.00; one may also ask ProQuest to
publish the document with open access for $95.00. As an alternative
to copyrighting through ProQuest, copyright can be achieved by
submitting to http://www.copyright.gov for a $35 fee.
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Late Thesis Submission (after Initial and
Final Submission Deadlines published in the
Graduate Calendar)

Graduate students who pass the thesis defense by the end of a semester
and meet all other graduation requirements except the deadlines for
thesis submission to the Library may adhere to the following procedure.

» Defend their thesis no later than the end of the semester. End of
semester is defined as the date/time grades are due to the Registrar's
Office. This date is posted each semester on the Graduate Calendar
(http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/educational-
specialist-requirements/Graduate%20Calendar).and the University
Calendar.

Enroll in a zero-credit hour course (GRD 9010 01) the following
semester. The zero-credit hour course shall have an associated fee
of $100. Students are allowed to enroll in the zero-credit hour course
only one time.

Students enrolled in the zero-credit hour course must meet all of that
semester's Library submission and graduation application deadlines.

GRD 9010 Graduate Degree Completion 0

Ed.S. Time Limit

Eight years is the time limit for completion of educational
specialist degree requirements. An Extension of
Time (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
request_for_extension_of_time.pdf) form must be used to request a one-
year extension if needed under well-justified, extenuating circumstances.
The request must be approved by the major professor and Dean of the
College and submitted for approval by the Dean of the Graduate School.
In the rare circumstance that a second request is made, additional
approvals are required, including approval of the Dean of the Graduate
School and the Provost. This request must be made using the Request
for Additional Extension of Time (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/files/
extend_time.pdf) form.

Residency Requirement

The residency requirement for the educational specialist degree is

a minimum of 30 weeks. No student is permitted to complete the
educational specialist degree in two summer sessions or equivalent. The
residency credit is computed as follows:

» During a regular semester, a student taking 9 hours or more earns
half of the required residency credit or 15 weeks.

» During each term of the regular summer school, a student taking 4 or
more hours earns 6 weeks residency.

« A part-time student earns residency in weeks, equivalent to the
semester hours scheduled.

« Night classes, Saturday classes, and 3-week short-term courses
carry residence credit equivalent to the number of semester hours
earned.

Doctor of Philosophy Degree
Requirements

To earn the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree, a candidate must
demonstrate mastery of a particular field of knowledge, of the techniques
of research, and of the correlation of his/her specialty with the larger
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areas of knowledge, especially those directly related to his/her own field
of interest.

Academic departments in seven colleges at Mississippi State
University offer Doctor of Philosophy degree.

Refer to Graduate Degrees and Majors Offered (p. 195) for a
complete list.

Check Requirements Quick Reference (p. 32) for admission
requirements for specific programs.

Consult Admissions Information (p. 20) and the specific doctoral
program description in the correct College and Degree Programs

(p. 37) section.

Go to the Graduate School (http://www.grad.msstate.edu) website to
apply online.

Ph.D. Graduate Committee
Committee Composition

The doctoral student's committee will be composed of the chair and
at least three members. If the student has a minor, the committee
will be composed of at least five members: the chair, at least three
members from the major field, and one minor member.

The chair must hold Level 1 Graduate Faculty status and must be
from the student’'s major department/program. A Level 2 Graduate
Faculty member may serve as co-chair.

Doctoral committee members will hold a Level 1 or Level 2 Graduate
Faculty appointment.

A limited number of non-Graduate Faculty members may serve on
a committee. Non-Graduate Faculty members are expected to have
a graduate degree or commensurate expertise in the field of study.
The decision regarding the qualifications of a Non-Graduate Faculty
member to serve on a doctoral degree committee will be determined
by the department/college.

In all cases where the committee consists of numbers above the
minimum, greater than 50% of the committee members must be
members of Graduate Faculty.

Non-Graduate Faculty committee members cannot serve as a major
professor or committee chair.

Non-Graduate Faculty committee members can serve as a co-
dissertation director of the research along with a Level 1 member

of the Graduate Faculty. If this occurs, it is expected that the non-
Graduate Faculty member will have education and research expertise
commensurate with Level 1 Graduate Faculty.

The Committee Request (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/
pdf_forms/graduate_program_of_study.pdf) form is submitted to the
Graduate School and the CAPP Compliance is complete when the
preliminary/comprehensive examination is scheduled.

Committee Changes

When the composition of a student’s graduate committee changes,

the student submits the change(s) on the Request for Change of
Committee form (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
request_for_change_of _committee_members.pdf). If, subsequent to the
administration of the final or oral/written comprehensive examination, a
student’s request to remove a committee member does not meet with
the approval (signature) of that member, then the student must submit
to the Dean of the Graduate School a written request for removal of

the committee member. This request must contain suitable justification
for such action. The Dean will then decide if removal is necessary

and accordingly inform the student, the committee member, the major
professor, and the Graduate Coordinator.

Ph.D. Program of Study
Course Requirements

Completion of a Ph.D. requires substantial academic work beyond the
bachelor's level and includes both formal coursework and research
(dissertation credit hours).

» Mississippi State University requires that doctoral students earn at
least 54 hours of graduate credit beyond the bachelor's level, which
includes a required 20 hours of dissertation credits. Of the 54 hours,
at least 24 must be from GPA-graded graduate coursework with a
minimum of 12 credit hours at the 8000 level or higher (excluding
dissertation research credit), and at least 20 must be dissertation
research credits. The remaining 10 hours can be earned with
coursework credits, dissertation/research credits, or a combination of
both.

Individual programs may require additional hours, including
dissertation credit hours, as well as permit previous graduate degree
coursework in the field to contribute to that total.

Course requirements must be approved by the student's committee.

A student may be required to take an ESL, LSK, or undergraduate
course. These courses or an audited course cannot be used toward
coursework completion requirements of a graduate degree.

A student who has taken a course at the 4000 level is not allowed
to enroll in the same course for credit at the 6000 level without
explicit permission of the instructor and graduate coordinator of
the department offering the course, and the Dean of the Graduate
School.

Courses taken in previous graduate work that fulfill current degree
requirements but are not part of the program must be listed on the
attachment sheet (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
grad_prog_of_study_attach_doc.pdf) to record the student's
fulfillment of those requirements.

The CAPP Compliance must be completed at the time

the student submits the declaration of examination

form (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
comprehensive_exam_announcement.pdf) to the Graduate School
when the preliminary/comprehensive exam is scheduled.

Minor

A minor is a current block of approved coursework derived from a
current MSU degree program or concentration other than the major
program. The option of a minor is at the discretion of the major area
in which the program is offered and must be approved by the student's
major professor and/or graduate committee. The minor coursework is
designated on the student’s program of study.

Up to one-third of the required hours for a minor may be transferred to
MSU. Hours transferred toward fulfillment of a minor must be relevant in
content to the graduate program when the degree is awarded and must fit
within the time-limit requirements for the specific degree.

A minor in a doctoral program must meet the following requirements.

At least 12 hours of graduate coursework in the minor field of study
» Approval of the student’s major professor and graduate committee
» Approval of the graduate coordinator from the minor field of study



¢ An MSU Graduate Faculty member from the minor area who serves
as minor professor on the student’s graduate committee

¢ A 3.00 GPA on the minor coursework

Transfer Credit

Transfer credit hours can be accepted for courses that are relevant in
content toward completion of a degree and are current to the student's
program. A Transfer Approval form signed by the student's graduate
committee must be submitted to the Graduate School with an official
transcript (unless the transcript was submitted with the student's
admission application). See the Transfer Credit (p. 6) section and

the Transferred and Shared Credit Hours (p. 6) section for additional
details.

« A doctoral student may transfer coursework with grades of B or

higher taken at other domestic universities, international universities,

or military educational programs to fulfill requirements for the
doctor of philosophy degree at MSU provided they meet the criteria
established by the Graduate School, meet program requirements,
and are academically relevant to the current program at the
completion of the degree.

At the doctoral level, transfer credit cannot exceed one-half of the
coursework requirement.

International and military credits transfer are given S grades on the
MSU transcript.

All dissertation credit hours must be taken at MSU.

Up to one-third of the required 12 hours for a doctoral minor may be
transferred to MSU.

No credits can be transferred after successful completion of the
preliminary/comprehensive examination.

Ph.D. Examinations
Qualifying Examination

Some departments require doctoral students to take a qualifying
examination. Since the Graduate School does not require this
examination, examination results are not sent to the Graduate School.

Preliminary/Comprehensive Examination

¢ A Ph.D. student must be enrolled in a graduate course at MSU
during the semester the exam is administered. A student taking a
comprehensive examination during the summer semester can be
enrolled in any summer term.

The examination date must meet the deadline posted on the
Graduate Academic Calendar.

The student must have a minimum 3.00 GPA when sitting for the
examination.

The student takes the preliminary/comprehensive examination
in the terminal semester of coursework or when within 6 hours of
coursework completion excluding any internship/practicum courses.

must be complete and committee request form submitted to

the Graduate School with the Declaration of Examination/

Defense (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
comprehensive_exam_announcement.pdf) form at least two weeks
prior to the scheduled date of examination.

The doctoral student must take the preliminary/comprehensive
examination by the appropriate deadline.

When the examination is scheduled, the student’'s CAPP Compliance
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June 1 for December graduation
November 1 for May graduation

February 1 for August graduation

The student’s graduate committee serves as the examining
committee. The student or a committee member may request that
the Graduate School appoint an outside observer to attend the
comprehensive/ preliminary examination.

One negative vote will not constitute failure for a student on a
preliminary/comprehensive examination. Two negative votes will
constitute failure for a student on a preliminary/comprehensive
examination.

Following the examination, the student’s committee must promptly
complete the examination results report form, whether pass

or fail, and submit the original and a copy to the OGS by the
deadline. Submission of the report by the student is prohibited.

A student who fails this examination can apply to schedule a date for
another examination after a period of three months has elapsed from
the date of the original examination. Two failures on this examination
will result in the student being dropped from further consideration as
a doctoral candidate.

Ph.D. Admission to Candidacy

A doctoral student is admitted to candidacy when the following conditions
have been met.

1. The student has satisfactorily completed all required coursework, and
the final program of coursework is approved.

2. The student has completed required research skills or other
requirement(s) prior to taking the preliminary/comprehensive
examination.

3. The student took the preliminary/comprehensive examination by the
appropriate deadline.

June 1 for December graduation
November 1 for May graduation
February 1 for August graduation

When the student has met these requirements, the committee must
submit the original examination results report and one copy with the
admission to candidacy form to the Graduate School. Submission of the
examination report by the student is prohibited.

Ph.D. Dissertation
Dissertation Preparation

All candidates for the Ph.D. must submit a dissertation that

exhibits mastery of the techniques of research and a distinct contribution
to the field under investigation and study. The student’s graduate
committee must approve the dissertation topic, the outline, and both

the initial and final submissions to the Library. Dissertation research is
subject to review and approval by the University’s Institutional Review
Board (IRB).

The student must register for at least the minimum number of required
dissertation/research hours (20), although some programs have been
approved to require more. These hours may, at the discretion of the
student's doctoral committee, include up to 6 credit hours of XXX 9913
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Dissertation Seminar, a 3-hour course designed to assist students

in starting and/or completing their dissertation. Students can take

this course only if their department/program offers the Dissertation
Seminar, and they must earn a S grade to use the credit hours toward
the dissertation credits requirement. Upon the final submission of the
dissertation to Mitchell Memorial Library, the student is awarded credit for
the required number of hours of dissertation/research, regardless of the
actual number of hours earned.

The manual entitled Standards for Preparing Theses and

Dissertations (6th edition, 2012) describes the regulations governing
dissertation preparation and must be followed. The student should
access the Standards and review Office of Thesis and Dissertation
Format Review information at http://library.msstate.edu/thesis/index.asp.

Dissertation Defense

Both a public presentation of the dissertation research and a dissertation
defense are required. While the presentation is open to the general
public, the defense is open to any member of the Graduate Faculty
including the Dean and Associate Dean of the Graduate School. The
following requirements must be met.

The student must be enrolled at MSU during the semester of the
dissertation defense. A student defending during the summer
semester can enroll in any summer term.

The defense must occur by the deadline posted on the Graduate
Academic Calendar.

A student must have a 3.00 GPA when sitting for the defense.

The student must be within the last 6 hours or in the terminal
semester of coursework excluding internship/practicum courses to
defend.

To allow time for careful and thoughtful evaluation and discussion,
the examination for the oral dissertation defense should be scheduled
no sooner than seven days after the final manuscript has been
distributed to all committee members and the graduate coordinator.
Typically, committee members and Graduate Coordinator are
provided a minimum of two weeks to review the final manuscript prior
to the defense.

The Declaration of Examination/Defense form
(http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
comprehensive_exam_announcement.pdf) must be submitted to the
Graduate School at least two weeks prior to the scheduled date of
examination announcing the defense and confirming completion of
requirements.

The student,Graduate Coordinator, or a committee member may
request that the Graduate School appoint an outside observer to
attend the dissertation defense.

The student’s graduate committee will evaluate content of the
completed dissertation. One negative vote will not constitute failure
for a student on a dissertation defense. Two negative votes will
constitute failure for a student on a dissertation defense.

A grade of S for satisfactory or U for unsatisfactory is given for
dissertation credit. A student cannot graduate with a U grade in the
final semester.

Following the defense, the student’s committee must complete

the examination results report whether pass or fail and submit

both the original and a copy to the Graduate School by the
deadline. Submission of the report by the student is prohibited.

A student who fails to defend his/her dissertation successfully can
apply to schedule another defense after a period of three months

has elapsed from the date of the original. Two failures to defend the
dissertation will result in the student’s removal from candidacy.

Dissertation Submission

Following the successful defense, the student electronically submits the
dissertation to the Library and must meet the initial and final submission
requirements and deadlines. The student must be enrolled at MSU for at
least one graduate credit hour when each submission is made.

Dissertation submission must be in Portable Document Format (PDF)
and uploaded to the Library’s electronic theses and dissertations (ETD)
database.

The committee signature page, complete with required signatures, must
be submitted to the Library before the dissertation will be reviewed.
Signatures represent that the signer is satisfied with the contents of

the document and that no further changes will be made to content. Any
subsequent content changes will require a newly signed signature page
to allow for each member to re-evaluate the document including the new
changes. For security reasons, signatures should not be scanned for

the PDF document; this page will remain absent of signatures for the
electronic version. The Library will retain a copy of the signature page for
archival purposes.

Dissertation Publishing

The University has an agreement with ProQuest Information and
Learning Company (ProQuest) for the microfilming of all dissertations.
Under this agreement, and if desired, the dissertation will be copyrighted
with the copyright in the name of the author. The hard-bound copies

will be made available for purchase through ProQuest. The author is
also free to use any other method available to create physical copies of
their approved work. The citation and abstract will be published in the
ProQuest Dissertations and Theses (PQDT) electronic database and
the full document made available to subscribing institutions. The fee

for copyrighting is $55.00; one may also ask ProQuest to publish the
document with open access for $95.00. As an alternative to copyrighting
through ProQuest, copyright can be obtained by submitting to http://
www.copyright.gov for a $35 fee.

Late Dissertation Submission (after Initial
and Final Submission Deadlines published in
the Graduate Calendar)

Graduate students who pass the dissertation defense by the end of

a semester and meet all other graduation requirements except the
deadlines for dissertation submission to the Library may adhere to the
following procedure.

» Defend their dissertation no later than the end of the semester. End
of semester is defined as the date/time grades are due to
the Registrar's Office. This date is posted each semester on
the Graduate Calendar (http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/
academic-policies/phd-requirements/Graduate%20Calendar).and the
University Calendar.

Enroll in a zero-credit hour course (GRD 9010 01) the following
semester. The zero-credit hour course shall have an associated fee
of $100. Students are allowed to enroll in the zero-credit hour course
only one time.

Students enrolled in the zero-credit hour course must meet all of that
semester's Library submission and graduation application deadlines.
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Ph.D. Time Limit

A Ph.D. student must complete the degree program within five

years after passing the preliminary/comprehensive examination.

A student may submit a request for a one-year extension of

time, using the Request for an (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/
forms/pdf_forms/request_for_extension_of_time.pdf)Extension

of Time (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
request_for_extension_of_time.pdf) form if needed under well-justified,
extenuating circumstances. The request must be approved by the major
professor and Dean of the College and submitted for approval by the
Dean of the Graduate School. In the rare circumstance that a second
request is made, additional approvals are required, including approval
of the Dean of the Graduate School and the Provost. This request must
be made using the Request for Additional Extension of Time (http://
www.grad.msstate.edu/files/extend_time.pdf) form.

Ph.D. Additional Requirements
Language and Research Skills

Foreign language or research skill requirements for the Ph.D. degree are
determined by the major department or program.

Residency Requirement

There is no specific on-campus residency requirement. However,

Ph.D. students will be required to complete one-half of all required

coursework and all dissertation credits from Mississippi State University.
Departments, schools, and colleges can set degree-specific residency

requirements.
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Admissions Information

Disclaimer

The admission information contained in this publication most accurately
describes the admission policies, regulations, requirements and
procedures of the University and the Board of Trustees of Institutions of
Higher Learning. The University reserves the right to delete, substitute,
change or supplement any statement in this publication without prior
notice.

Admission Procedure

A prospective applicant who has researched admissions requirements
of the Graduate School at Mississippi State University and requirements
of the academic program of interest can access information and apply
online at http://www.grad.msstate.edu/. An applicant who is unable

to apply online should contact the Office of the Graduate School at
grad@gradapps.msstate.edu (gradapps@grad.msstate.edu).

The academic year comprises two regular semesters, beginning in

August and January, and a four-term summer session beginning in May.
For specific dates, see the Graduate Academic Calendar (p. 207).

An individual who submits an admission application should act promptly

and ensure that the application has been completed by the deadlines. An

individual must be admitted to a degree program or as an unclassified

graduate student to register for graduate courses.

Application for graduate admission, including the application and other
requirements listed, must be submitted in the following instances.

An individual admitted to a graduate degree program who wants to
pursue a subsequent second graduate degree

An individual enrolled in a graduate degree program who decides to
change to a different program

An individual who was admitted to a program but did not enroll within
three semesters (including semester of admission)

An individual pursuing a graduate degree and wishes to pursue a
second degree concurrently

A student who has graduated with a degree and wishes to take
another course(s)

Degree Level Change

A student admitted to a degree program may subsequently want to
change degree levels (e.g., from Ph.D. to M.S.) in the same program.
This student should submit to the Graduate School a Request for Change
of Degree Level or Concentration (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/
pdf_forms/request_to_change_degree_level_or_concentration.pdf) form,
including all required signatures. No other document is required. Once
admitted, a degree-level change cannot occur within the current
semester; this change can be made effective only for the following
semester.

Concentration Change

A student admitted to a major with two or more concentrations may
change concentrations within the same department or the same umbrella
major by submitting to the Graduate School an approved Request for
Change of Degree Level or Concentration form. No other document

is required. Once admitted, a concentration change cannot occur

within the current semester; this change can be made effective only
for the following semester.

Graduate students may pursue a maximum of two concentrations

within one degree/major program at the same time. Requirements

for both concentrations must be fulfilled prior to graduation. Once a
student graduates, a second degree in the same program with a different
concentration cannot be earned. The student must submit the Request
to Change Degree Level, Concentration or Add Secondary Concentration
form, including all approval signatures. No other documents are required.
A secondary concentration addition cannot occur within the current
semester; this addition can be processed only for the following
semester.

Dual (Concurrent) Degrees

An applicant may apply and be admitted into more than one

degree program concurrently. Concurrent degree matriculation

requires prior approval of each department. If the student is approved

to pursue two degrees concurrently at MSU, no more than 9 hours of
coursework used in one degree program may be applied toward meeting
the requirements for the second degree.

Campus Change

Students are admitted to the Starkville Campus, the Meridian

Campus, or via the Center for Distance Learning. An admitted

student who wishes to change to another campus where the

program is also offered must submit the Graduate Request to

Change Campus (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
request_to_change_degree_level_or_concentration.pdf) form to the
Graduate School. The form must be signed by the student and approved
by both the current graduate coordinator, the graduate coordinator of
the new campus, and the Provost's Office. If the student is Unclassified,
the Dean of the Graduate School will approved for both campuses.
Once admitted, a campus change cannot occur within the current
semester; this change can be made effective only for the following
semester.

Recommendation Letters

New recommendations are required from students in the following
situations.

applying to a different major

applying to a different degree level

applying to a second concurrent degree (dual degree)

updating after three semesters (including semester of admission)
when the student was admitted but did not attend; or student
cancelled; or the application was incomplete; or the department made
no decision

applying to the same program after being rejected due to academic
deficiencies

Previous recommendations from the student’s file may be used for
students in the following situations.

« deferring to a later semester within three semesters of being admitted

 updating within three semesters (including the semester of
admission) when the student cancelled; or the application was
incomplete; or the department made no decision



« applying to the same program within three semesters of being
rejected due to lack of funding, available faculty, or openings in the
program.

Graduate coordinators may request by e-mail that the Office of the
Graduate School waive the requirement for new recommendation if the
applicant is applying within the same department at the same level or a
lower level.

Admission Status Categories

Regular Admission

Any person granted regular admission for graduate study must hold a
bachelor’s degree from a regionally accredited institution. However, an
applicant with a bachelor’s degree from a non-accredited institution may
request consideration from the dean of the appropriate college before
applying for admission. In either case, the graduate coordinator of the
academic program may prescribe specific undergraduate level courses
as prerequisites to admission.

In addition to the bachelor’s degree, an applicant who receives regular
admission status must satisfy one of the following graduate admissions
requirements based on the level of work completed at the time of the
application.

1. 2.75 GPA on the last two years (approximately 60-70 semester hours
or 90-100 quarter hours) of bachelor’'s degree coursework

2. 2.75 GPA on 30 or more semester hours of undergraduate credit
after earning a bachelor’s degree

3. 2.75 GPA on the last two years (approximately 60-70 semester hours
or 90-100 quarter hours) of undergraduate academic coursework and
a 3.00 GPA on fewer than 24 hours graduate coursework

4. 3.00 GPA on 24 or more graduate hours
5. An earned master’s degree or higher-level degree

An applicant not satisfying the minimum grade point average for his/
her level of work may be admitted to a degree program as a provisional
student if recommended by the program’s graduate coordinator. The
minimum acceptable undergraduate grade point average for admission
as a provisional student is 2.50 (see Provisional Admission).

Meeting minimum requirements for admission does not guarantee
admission into a program. Each applicant competes with all other
applicants for availability in each program. Requests for exceptions to
these requirements for either “regular” or “provisional” admission
must be made by the appropriate academic dean who will notify the
Office of the Graduate School in writing.

Graduate programs may have requirements for regular admission
in addition to the University requirements described above. For this
information, see the specific program section in this publication.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular admission status
after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses

at Mississippi State University (with no grade lower than a C). These
graduate courses must be within the student's program of study.
Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in
Unclassified status cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00
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is not attained, the provisional student shall be dismissed from the
graduate program. Academic departments may set higher standards
for students to fulfill provisional requirements; a student admitted with
provisional status should contact the graduate coordinator for the
program’s specific requirements. While in the provisional status, a
student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Contingent Admission

A student may be admitted with a contingency, usually the final transcript
recording the bachelor’s degree. In this case, the applicant has met all
admissions requirements, is in the final semester of bachelor’s degree
work, and is admitted contingent on degree completion. When the Office
of the Graduate School receives the final transcript verifying the degree
was awarded, the admission contingency is removed.

An applicant may also be admitted with one or more departmental
contingencies, requirements the department expects the student to
fulfill by a certain deadline. Departmental admissions contingencies
are monitored by the department and typically are prerequisite
courses, standardized tests, or another similar requirement. When
this contingency information is included in the program’s admission
decision, the Graduate School verifies during the degree audit that the
requirements were fulfilled.

Conditional Admission Policy

For International Applicants Who Do
Not Meet English Language Test Score
Requirements

A prospective international applicant who meets all requirements but has
no TOEFL or IELTS score may be admitted conditionally into Graduate
School if, after one year of ESL study at MSU, the student passes

the required language test and attains full admission to the graduate
program. Students accepted under this conditional admission policy
would have been admitted by a department by virtue of meeting all

other requirements for admission. These students are initially allowed

to take only ESL classes and are placed on hold to prevent registration
for other courses. The applicant can only receive full admission to the
Graduate School after completing the ESL requirements. Conditionally-
admitted students can be admitted only for a Fall semester to
ensure completion of the required ESL within one academic year.

Unclassified Admission

A non-degree-seeking applicant wishing to take graduate-level courses
may be admitted as an unclassified graduate student. This process
requires the unclassified graduate application, a statement of purpose,
an official transcript verifying the applicant’'s bachelor’s degree, and a
$60.00 application fee. Once admitted unclassified, the student may
not apply for a graduate degree program for the same semester. Up
to 9 hours of graduate work earned while unclassified may be transferred
to a degree program with the approval of the graduate program. Hours
completed in unclassified status may not be used to satisfy provisional
admission requirements if the student is later admitted to a degree
program.

The College of Business does not allow unclassified graduate students to
take courses. Students must be accepted to a degree program prior to
registering for courses in that college.
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There are limitations to Financial Aid for students in the unclassified
status. Applicants seeking Financial Aid should contact Student Financial
Aid at 662-325-2450.

In order to be admitted in unclassified status, an international student
who does not meet criteria under English Language Requirements for
International Students must submit an appropriate TOEFL score for
admission.

Current and retired Mississippi State University faculty are not required
to submit a transcript in order to enroll in a graduate course as an
unclassified graduate student.

Application and registration requirements include:

1. The applicant submits electronically an Unclassified Graduate
Application, a statement of purpose, an official transcript showing
proof of an earned baccalaureate degree from an accredited
institution, and a non-refundable application fee to the Office of the
Graduate School; site link is http://www.grad.msstate.edu/. When
asked to choose a program, the unclassified applicant must select No
Degree/Unclassified Grad. An international applicant in the local
area must obtain approval of the Dean of the Graduate School
before admission. Proof of identification is required. Distance
Education unclassified international applicants in F-1 status
in the U.S. at another institution must submit confirmation of
student enrollment from the International Student Advisor at the
current institution on university letterhead.

2. The Office of the Graduate School will send a decision letter to the
student by email.

3. Once admitted, an unclassified student must receive permission
from the academic department of interest. The graduate
coordinator or course instructor (or approved designate) signs
the Unclassified Graduate Student Registration Approval
Form (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
unclassified_graduate_worksheet.pdf), and a department
representative enters a major override for each approved course.

Only the department offering the course may approve.

4. The student submits the form to the Office of the Graduate School to
obtain a release for registration.

5. The student registers online.

Military Deferment of Admission

A military student who has been admitted to a degree program but has
not yet registered and who subsequently receives deployment orders
may request deferment of admission. The new date of admission may be
up to two years from the date of release from active duty. If the student
takes classes from another university or college during the deferment
period, an official transcript must be submitted.

Readmission

Once enrolled in graduate study, a student who subsequently fails

to enroll for three consecutive semesters (excluding summer) must

complete an Application for Readmission to register again. The student

must submit a non-refundable application fee with the readmission

application.1 If the student has attended another college or university

during the absence, the student must submit an official transcript from

that institution. Readmission to a program requires departmental

recommendation only if the student is not in good standing or if

the student requires an extension of time to complete the program.
However, academic departments may set higher standards for

readmission to specific programs. A student seeking readmission to an
academic program should contact the graduate coordinator for specific
departmental requirements prior to completing a readmission application.

The following departments have more stringent readmission
requirements.

» Department of Counseling and Educational Psychology
(College of Education) requires that a student who has not been
enrolled at MSU for two semesters (fall and spring) must submit
a new application and statement of purpose to be considered for
readmission. A student who has not been enrolled for more than two
semesters (fall or spring) must complete a new application packet
including new recommendation letters.

Department of Instructional Systems and Workforce
Development (College of Education) requires that a student
who has not been enrolled for three consecutive semesters must
submit a readmission application that includes new GRE scores (if
the GRE is older than five years), three letters of recommendation
(if they are older than three years since the last application), and
a revised statement of purpose that (1) describes the purpose of
reapplying, (2) discusses the applicant's career goals, (3) explains
how circumstances have changed making academic improvement
a realistic goal, and (4) identifies the applicant's research interest
(Ph.D. students only).

Department of Political Science and Public

Administration (College of Arts and Sciences) requires that a
student who has not been enrolled for one regular semester (fall

or spring) must submit a readmission application and statement of
purpose to be approved by the graduate coordinator. A student who
has not been enrolled at MSU for two semesters (fall and spring)
must submit a new application and statement of purpose to be
considered for readmission. Letters from the original application will
also be reviewed.

The readmission process does not negate the continuous
enrollment requirement. Refer to the Continuous Enroliment
section under General Requirements of the Graduate School.

Faculty Admission

An MSU faculty member who holds an academic rank beyond that of

an instructor or the equivalent normally will not be permitted to earn an
advanced degree at this institution. This means that assistant professors,
associate professors, and professors normally cannot become candidates
for an advanced degree at Mississippi State. An instructor who enrolls

in an advanced degree program at MSU should not expect promotion
beyond that rank as long as he/she is working for the advanced degree.

Senior Citizen

Legal residents of the State of Mississippi age 60 or older may enroll
tuition-free in a maximum of 6 hours per semester (fall, spring, or
combined summer term) with a maximum of 18 credit hours per calendar
year. Course registration is available to senior citizens on a space-
available, first-come, first-serve basis. Enrollment in courses offered

for the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree is not permitted. The non-
refundable application fee is required with the graduate application.



Obtaining a Registration Release
following Non-Registration Semester(s)

An admitted student who began a graduate program but later did

not enroll for a fall or spring semester will not automatically have a
Registration Release. The student's major professor must contact the
admissions staff in the Office of the Graduate School by email to request
the release for the student. A student who has not enrolled must know
and follow Readmission requirements, being aware that some programs
have more stringent readmission policies than the Graduate School.

Undergraduate Enrollment in Graduate
Courses

An undergraduate student at Mississippi State University or any university
with which Mississippi State University has agreements, who lacks 12 or
fewer credit hours to complete the undergraduate degree requirements
may seek approval to enroll in courses for graduate credit in the final
undergraduate semester or term. The student should meet the grade
point average requirement for regular admission to the particular
graduate program. An undergraduate student may take up to 9 graduate
credit hours; the combination of undergraduate and graduate credit

hours may not exceed 13. Any exception to the stated criteria must be
approved by the Provost.

In order to register for the course(s), the MSU student must submit the
Undergraduate Request to Enroll in Graduate Courses form (http://
www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/) signed by the student’s undergraduate
department head, dean of the student’s college, and instructor(s) of the
graduate course(s). The completed form is taken or sent to the Office of
the Graduate School where an override is entered, enabling the student
to register for the course(s).

An undergraduate at another university must submit the completed
Transient Undergraduate Request to Enroll in Graduate Courses form
to the Office of the Graduate School. When the request is approved,
the student will apply online to the Graduate School as an unclassified
graduate student and submit an official transcript, a letter of good
standing, and a non-refundable application fee. Upon admission, the
student may then register through the appropriate campus.

Alcorn State Workforce Education
Leadership Registration at MSU

An Alcorn State University (ASU) graduate student enrolled in

the Workforce Education Leadership (WEL) master's degree

program is permitted to enroll in MSU WEL program course(s)

offered for graduate credit. In order to register, the Alcorn

student must submit the completed Transient Request to Enroll

in Graduate Course(s) Workforce Education Leadership--Alcorn

State University (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf_forms/
Alcorn_Workforce_Education_Leadership_Transient_Request.pdf) form
approved with required Alcorn signatures to the Office of the Graduate
School. When the request is approved by MSU, the student will apply
online to the Graduate School as an unclassified graduate student. A
statement of purpose, official transcripts (bachelor's degree and current
ASU graduate transcript), and a Letter of Good Standing are required.
The application fee is waived. A maximum of 9 graduate credit hours
of enrollment is allowed. Any exception to the stated criteria must be
approved by the Provost.
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Admission Policy

The Graduate School is responsible for the administration of the
University graduate admission policy. The decision to admit an applicant
to pursue graduate study at MSU is based upon evaluations of both
qualitative and quantitative information. An applicant must submit

a completed application form, a statement of purpose for graduate

study, three letters of recommendation, records of previous academic
achievements, and a non-refundable application fee (not required of full-
time benefits-eligible MSU employees). Some degree programs may
require additional credentials, such as the Graduate Record Examination
or another standardized test score. Requirements Quick Reference

(p. 32) provides a snapshot of degree programs and corresponding

GPA and standardized test requirements. All admission applications
and supporting documents become the property of Mississippi State
University upon receipt and will not be released. Admission to MSU for
graduate study is open to qualified students regardless of race, creed,
color, natural origin, handicap, sex, or veteran status.

Submitting false information in the application will result in cancellation
of the application without refund and/or immediate dismissal from the
University.

Standardized test scores required by some degree programs represent
only one element considered in the admission decision of an applicant.

Scores are never used as the sole criterion, but rather are considered
in conjunction with other factors such as the applicant’s purpose for
study relative to the number of positions available in the program, prior
professional and employment activities, and/or recommendations of the
faculty in the proposed field of study, especially regarding the availability
of faculty support for research. Consequently, an applicant who meets
the required grade point average (GPA) and/or whose standardized
scores fall at or above a competitive level is not automatically granted
admission. Admission is granted only to those students considered to
have the potential to complete the program successfully and with the
knowledge that there are sufficient and appropriate resources available to
support the needs of the student.

The Graduate Coordinator of a department/program recommends to the
Graduate School that an applicant be admitted or rejected, the Dean of
the Graduate School makes the final admission decision. The Graduate
School sends a letter to the applicant communicating the decision. Only
a written notice of admission from the Graduate School to the applicant is
valid proof of admission.

Admission to more than one program simultaneously requires the
approval of the Graduate Coordinator of each program (see Concurrent
[dual] Degrees (p. 20)).

An applicant who is admitted to a degree level and program can enroll
only in the program of admission. Before registering for classes, the
individual can subsequently apply to a different level and/or degree
program. However, once the student enrolls in classes he/she must
remain in that program for one semester before applying to another
degree program. The decision to admit is valid for three terms with the
admitting department's approval (including term of admission) to allow
for the student's initial enroliment in classes. Following no enroliment for
one or two semesters, an admitted applicant must contact the Graduate
School by email (gradapps@grad.msstate.edu) to change the enrollment
term. If the student does not enroll for three semesters, however, he/
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she must submit a new application, statement of purpose, letters of
recommendation, and application fee.

Application Fee

A non-refundable application fee is required with each submitted
application. The application fee must be paid in order to submit the
application to the Graduate School. Application fees are not refunded

if an applicant pays the fee and does not submit the application, a
submitted application is canceled, or an admitted student decides not to
enroll. The original application fee will be applied for already enrolled
students who submit an approved Request to Change Degree Level

or Concentration. An additional application fee is required for a new
application to another program or for application to unclassified status.

University Application Deadlines

University deadlines are listed below. All deadlines are at 11:59 PM
(CST) unless otherwise stated. All dates and deadlines are subject to

change.

ApplicaiDeadline for:
Semeste¢lnternational

Fall

Applicants
applying

for Degree
Programs or
Unclassified
Admission
on Starkville
and Meridian
Campuses

May 1

Spring October 1

SummerMarch 1

Deadline for:
Domestic
Applicants
applying

for Degree
Programs
on Starkville
and Meridian
Campuses

July 1

November 1

May 1

Deadline for:
Domestic and
International
Applicants
applying for
Distance
Degree
Programs

August 1

December 1

May 15

All Applicants
applying
Unclassified:
International-
Distance
Unclassified
Only;
Domestic:
Unclassified
on All
Campuses.

11:59 PM
(CST) before
first day of
class; see
University
Calendar for
class dates

11:59 PM
(CST) before
first day of
class; see
University
Calendar for
class dates

11:59 PM
(CST) before
first day of
class; see
University
Calendar for
class dates

Some departments may have a different deadline. Please refer to the
departmental listings in this publication or the department’'s Website for
degree specific admission deadlines. Please note that the application
must be submitted with the application fee on or before the deadline.

Admission Tests

Information about required tests is found in specific degree and program

requirements. That information can also be found in the Quick Reference

at the end of this publication. See Assessment and Testing Services for
MSU-testing information.

Transcripts for Admission

A graduate from another institution seeking admission to graduate study
at MSU must provide official transcripts from the college which the
applicant is attending or has attended and from which he/she will receive
or has received a bachelor’'s degree. Transcripts for all work attempted
after the bachelor’s, including undergraduate and graduate, must also be
provided (see General Requirements for Admission).

Domestic Students

Applications

Prospective graduate students apply electronically at http://
www.grad.msstate.edu. The statement of purpose, recommendation
letters, and required test scores are also submitted electronically,

as is a résumé, if one is required by the academic department. The
applicant will submit the names and email addresses of three people
who have agreed to recommend the applicant to graduate study; these
individuals will subsequently receive an email request from the Graduate
School. Their timely response is critical to the application process. The
application process cannot be completed until the application fee has
been paid.

An applicant must request an official transcript from the bachelor’'s degree
institution and from each college or university attended following the
bachelor’s degree. If fewer than 60-70 hours were completed at the
institution which awarded the bachelor’s degree, an official transcript
from the previous institution(s) is required as well. The department may
require previous transcripts to verify prerequisites. The official transcript
must be in a sealed envelope bearing the institution’s return address
with the Registrar’s signature or stamp across the flap. The Graduate
School will accept electronic transcripts directly from Escrip. Electronic
transcripts sent by Escrip should be sent to Mississippi State University,
Graduate School.

Domestic Application Checklist
» Application

Non-refundable application fee (not required of full-time benefits-
eligible MSU employees)

Statement of Purpose

Names and email addresses of three academic references

GRE or GMAT scores if required by academic department

Official transcript showing bachelor’s degree or progress toward
degree

Official transcript(s) showing all work after bachelor’s degree

Completed applications received on or prior to the deadline dates

above will receive consideration for the desired academic term. Some
programs may have earlier application deadlines that override the
Graduate School deadlines; they are found in the description of the
specific program. lItis the applicant’s responsibility to ensure that all
supporting materials are received. The Office of the Graduate School
requires applicants to use the online application process. All required
materials not submitted electronically must be mailed to:

Mississippi State University
The Graduate School
Box G
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Instructions for Reporting Grade Point
Averages

Please compute grade point averages (GPA) using one of the following
methods.

A-F System

Multiply the total number of credit hours of As by 4, Bs by 3, Cs by 2,

Ds by 1 and Fs by 0. Total these results for the cumulative number of
grade points. Add all of the credit hours of As, Bs, Cs, Ds and Fs. Divide
the total number of grade points by the total number of credit hours. All
courses taken must be included, even if a course was taken again for a
higher grade. For schools using a system of plus or minus grades, ignore
the plus/minus when computing the GPA. Courses graded on the Pass/
Fail or S/U scale, military credit, and proficiency exams should not be
included in the GPA.

Numerical System (0-100 scale 0-10 scale,
etc.)

Report the numerical grade point average and supply official
documentation of the grading scale used by each institution. A statement
from the school should accompany international transcripts giving the
student’s class rank, the number of students in the class, and where the
student placed among them.

International Students
Applications

Prospective graduate students apply electronically at http://
www.grad.msstate.edu. The statement of purpose, letters of
recommendation, and required test scores are submitted electronically.
If the academic department requires a résumé, it is also submitted
electronically. To fulfill the recommendation requirement, the applicant
will submit the names and email addresses of three people who have
agreed to submit a recommendation and these individuals will receive an
email request from the Graduate School. Their timely response is critical
to the student’s application process. Applications are not processed until
the application fee has been paid.

An applicant must request an official transcript from the bachelor’s degree
institution and from each college or university attended following the
bachelor’s degree. If fewer than 60-70 hours were completed at the
institution which awarded the bachelor’s degree, an official transcript
from the previous institution(s) is required as well. The department may
require previous transcripts to verify prerequisites. The official transcript
must be in a sealed envelope bearing the institution’s return address
with the Registrar’s signature or stamp across the flap. The Graduate
School will accept electronic transcripts directly from Escrip. Electronic
transcripts sent by Escrip should be sent to Mississippi State University,
Graduate School.

Some departments may have different deadlines; please refer to the
departmental listings in this publication for degree specific admission
deadlines. Because of anticipated delays in obtaining visas, applicants
are encouraged to submit admission materials by January 1 for
consideration for the fall semester. Applicants should request official
transcripts from all institutions where undergraduate or graduate
coursework has been completed. The official transcript must be in
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a sealed envelope bearing the institution’s return address with the
Registrar's signature or stamp across the flap.

Completed applications received on or prior to the deadline dates

above will receive consideration for the desired academic term. Some

programs may have earlier application deadlines that override
the Graduate School deadlines; they are found in the description
of the specific program. It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure
that all supporting materials are received. The Graduate School
requires applicants to use the online application process. All required
materials not submitted electronically must be mailed to:

Mississippi State University

The Graduate School
Box G

Mississippi State, MS 39762

International Application Checklist

Application

Non-refundable application fee
Statement of Purpose

copies if appropriate)

Names and email addresses of three academic references
GRE or GMAT scores if required by academic department
Official Academic Records (in native language along with translated

Document of Support Form must be completed, including all required

signatures (not required if applying for a distance program)

applying for a distance program)

Exempt Country listed below

TOEFL/IELT Exempt Countries

Countries
Anguilla
Bahamas
Bermuda

Cayman Islands
The Gambia
Grenada

Republic of Ireland
Liberia

Micronesia

Nigeria

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Sierra Leone
Trinidad and Tobago

England/Wales/United
Kingdom

Countries
Antigua and Barbuda
Barbados
British Virgin Islands

Christmas Island
Ghana

Guyana

Isle of Man
Malawi
Montserrat
Pitcairn Islands
Saint Lucia

Swaziland

Turks and Caicos
Islands

Bank Letter or other Document of Financial Support (not required if

TOEFL or IELTS score if the applicant is not from a TOEFL/IELT

Countries
Australia
Belize

Canada (except
Quebec)

Dominica
Gibraltar
Northern Ireland
Jamaica

Malta

New Zealand
Saint Helena

Saint Vincent and
Grenadines

Tanzania
Uganda
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English Language Test Score Requirements

An international student holding one or more degrees (baccalaureate or
higher) from a college or university in the U.S. is not required to submit
English language test scores for admission.

An international student from a country where English is the first
language, as documented by a statement on the high school
graduating certificate that English is the official (first) language

of the country, or who holds one or more degrees (baccalaureate or
higher) from a college or university where English is the first language

is not required to submit English language test scores. However, the
student’s academic department may require the student to schedule one
or more ESL (English as a Second Language) courses.

An international student whose primary language is not English, as
described above, must submit either a TOEFL (Test of English as a
Foreign Language) score or an IELTS (International English Language
Testing Systems) score. If more than one test score is submitted,

the highest score will be the valid score to determine if the student
qualifies for regular admission or must complete ESL courses to gain
full admission. If a student has submitted an official TOEFL or IELTS
score and takes the test again to improve his or her score, that official
TOEFL or IELTS score must be received by the Graduate School five
business days (or more) before the first day of class and prior to course
registration in a graduate program at Mississippi State University.

An international applicant to Unclassified graduate status (non-degree-
seeking) who is not from a country where English is the first language or
who does not hold a baccalaureate or higher degree from a college or
university where English is the first language must submit an appropriate
TOEFL or IELTS score.

A minimum TOEFL score of 477 PBT (Paper-Based Test) or 53 iBT
(Internet-Based Test) is required for admission to Mississippi State
University. The required IELTS score is 4.5. The following degree
programs require higher test scores than the University requirement:

* The College of Veterinary Medicine requires a minimum TOEFL
score of 500 PBT or 61 iBT or an IELTS score of 5.5.

« The College of Education requires a minimum TOEFL score of 550
PBT or 79 iBT or an IELTS score of 6.5 for admission to master’s and
doctoral level programs.

* The College of Business requires a minimum TOEFL score of 575
PBT or 84 iBT or an IELTS score of 7.0.

The applicant must check the requirements of the specific department.

The following requirements satisfy the English language proficiency for
international graduate students. A student admitted to the University
with a national TOEFL or IELTS score less than the proficient-level
equivalencies must enroll in the specified English as a Second Language
(ESL) course requirement(s) beginning with the initial enroliment period.

I. An international applicant whose English-language test score falls
within the following ranges is eligible for admission and award of a
graduate assistantship.

* An applicant who attains a national TOEFL (Test of English as
a Foreign Language) score of 550 PBT or 79 iBT or an IELTS
(International English Language Testing System) score of 6.5 is
considered proficient in English. If the academic department
requires a higher test score, the applicant must attain the higher
score or be admitted contingent on satisfying this University

requirement. The applicant can be considered for admission for
Spring, Summer or Fall terms.

An applicant with either a TOEFL score between 547-523 PBT or
78-69 iBT or an IELTS of 6.0 will be required to enroll in ESL 5323
Academic Research and Writing. This course is designed for
international graduate students whose test score indicates a need
for assistance in English writing, research, and editing skills. The
course is graded on a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis. The student
required to take ESL 5323 can also enroll in up to 6 credit hours in
his/her graduate program. The applicant can be considered for
admission for Spring, Summer or Fall terms.

Il. An international applicant whose English-language test score
falls within the following ranges is eligible for admission but is not
eligible for award of a graduate assistantship until the English-
language requirements of ESL 5110 and/or ESL 5120 are satisfied.

* An applicant with either a TOEFL score between 520-500 PBT or
68-61 iBT or an IELTS score of 5.5 is required to enroll in ESL 5120,
a 9-hour intensive English course designed by the English as a
Second Language Center. This course is graded on a Satisfactory/
Unsatisfactory basis. The student cannot register for courses in
his/her graduate program while completing this required course. A
student enrolled in ESL 5120 will complete the course when he/she
passes the English Proficiency Exam consisting of grammar, reading,
writing, oral, and aural skills; has attended the English immersion
class regularly for at least one semester; and has done satisfactory
work. The student is then eligible to enroll in ESL 5323 Academic
Research and Writing.

A qualified student with either a TOEFL score between 497-477
PBT or 59-53 iBT or an IELTS score of 5-4.5 is required to enroll

in ESL 5110, an intensive English language course especially
designed by the English as a Second Language Center. This course
is graded on a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory basis. The student cannot
register for courses in his/her graduate program while completing
this requirements. A student enrolled in ESL 5110 will complete the
course when he/she passes the English Proficiency Exam consisting
of grammar, reading, writing, oral, and aural skills, has attended the
English immersion class regularly for at least one semester, and has
done satisfactory work. Such student must then complete ESL 5120
(a 9-hour immersion course) and, subsequently, ESL 5323. The
applicant can be considered for admission for Fall term only.

IIl. An applicant whose TOEFL score is below 477 PBT or 53iBT
or whose IELTS score is 4.5 is not eligible for admission to the
Graduate School.

This individual can enroll in the English Language Institute on a non-
credit basis after which he/she can retake the English-language test in
preparation for another application to graduate study at MSU.

The Dean of the Graduate School will monitor the students’ progress and
certify each graduate student as he or she fulfills the English proficiency
requirements. A hold is placed on the student’s record and is released
when the required ESL coursework is completed. Until release of the
hold, the student must meet with his/her advisor to establish a semester
schedule of courses. This schedule must immediately be submitted to
the Office of the Graduate School by the student or major professor using
the TOEFL-Hold Registration Form found at http://www.grad.msstate.edu/
forms/pdf_forms/TOEFL.pdf. The OGS will ensure that the student is
registered for all classes. Once the hold is released, the student can self-
register for classes.



English-Language Test Scores and

Requirements

Score

550 PBT or 79 iBT (TOEFL) or 6.5
(ELTS)!

547-523 PBT or 78-69 iBT (TOEFL)
or 6 (IELTS)?

520-500 PBT or 68-61 iBT (TOEFL)
or 5.5 (IELTS)®

497-477 PBT or 59-53 iBT (TOEFL)
or 5-4.5 (IELTS)*

Requirement

Eligible for regular admission; no
ESL course required. Assistantship
can be awarded.

Eligible for admission; ESL 5323
required. Assistantship can be
awarded.

Eligible for admission; ESL 5120
and ESL 5323 required.
Assistantship cannot be awarded.
Eligible for admission; ESL 5110,
ESL 5120, and ESL 5323 required.
Assistantship cannot be awarded.

ESL 5110 Below 477 PBT or 53 iBT Ineligible for admission.

(TOEFL) or 4.5 (IELTS)®

1

Eligible for Regular Admission for Spring, Summer, or Fall terms.
Eligible for Admission with TOEFL/IELTS Hold. May be considered
for Spring, Summer, or Fall terms.

Eligible for Admission with a TOEFL/IELTS hold. May be considered

2

for Spring or Fall terms only.

Eligible for Admission with TOEFL/IELTS hold. May be considered

for Fall term only.
Ineligible for admission.

Mississippi State University does not accept ESL transfer work from
another college or university. All required ESL courses must be taken at

MSU.

International Transfer Students' Test

Score Requirements

An international student not holding a U.S. degree (baccalaureate or
higher) who desires to transfer to Mississippi State University from
another U.S. college or university and does not have a current (less
than two years old) national test score must retake the test and score a
minimum of 477 PBT or 53 iBT on the TOEFL or 4.5 on the IELTS.

Conditional Admission Policy for
Government-Sponsored International
Applicants with a Low or No English

Language Test Score

A prospective international applicant who is sponsored by his/her
government, is funded for one year of English language study, and has
a low or no TOEFL or IELTS score may be admitted conditionally by
the Graduate School. The student must meet all other requirements for
admission to graduate study in an academic department at MSU. A
conditionally-admitted student cannot submit a TOEFL or IELTS score
to meet the English language requirements for admission. Once the
student is admitted under the Conditional Admission policy, that student
must complete the Conditional Admission requirements.

The student is allowed only to take ESL classes until, after one year of
ESL study at MSU, he or she can pass the required language test and
attain full admission to the graduate program. The applicant can only
receive full admission to the Graduate School after completing all ESL
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requirements. Conditionally-admitted students can be admitted only
for a Fall semester to ensure completion of the required ESL within
one academic year.

English Language Institute (ELI)

Director: Mr. Jeffrey Couch
103 Memorial

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-2648
E-mail: esl@msstate.edu
Website: www.eslc.msstate.edu

The English Language Institute (ELI) provides an intensive language
and culture program to support all international students. The ELI is
responsible for the administration of the intensive English language
courses for those students who score less than 550 on the paper-
based Test of English as a Second Language (TOEFL). Other score
equivalents are TOEFL Internet-based Test: 79-80 and International
English Language Testing System (IELTS): 6.5. For details please visit
the ELI website (http://international.msstate.edu/esl/apply/full).

Courses

ESL 5110 American Language and Culture | (TOEFL 1-18
score between 457 and 499 [or equivalent]
or consent of instructor. Does not count

toward any degree.)

ESL 5120 American Language and Culture Il (ESL 1-18
5110 or TOEFL score between 500 and
524 [or equivalent] or consent of instructor.

Does not count toward any degree.)

Academic Research and Writing (ESL 5120 3
or TOEFL score above 500 [or equivalent].

Does not count toward any degree.)

Critical Reading (ESL 5120 or TOEFL 3
score above 500 [or equivalent]. Does not

count toward any degree.)

ESL 5323
ESL 5333

ESL 5313 Classroom and Communication and 3
Presentation (ESL 5120 or TOEFL score
above 525 [or equivalent]. Does not count

toward any degree.)

Fees, Expenses, and Financial
Aid

This portion of the Graduate Catalog provides detailed information about
graduate tuition, fees, account information, payment due dates, forms of
payment, unpaid balances, overdue accounts, refunds, financial aid, and

tuition exemptions for senior citizens, university employees,and university
alumni.

Tuition and Required Fees (T&RF)

With the exception of the College of Veterinary Medicine and Meridian
campuses, the following fees apply to students enrolled at Mississippi
State University. Tuition and required fees are assessed on a per-credit-
hour basis at the prevailing rates as determined by The Institution of
Higher Learning, the governing board of the University. These rates are
applicable at the time of publication and are subject to change without
notice.
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RESIDENT STUDENTS

Part-time Summer
enrollment: 1-8 Semester
hours 2017
Tuition & $426.25

Required Fees

(Per Credit Hour)
Capital $5.56
Improvement Fee

(Per Credit Hour)

Student Activities $0.00
Fee (Per Credit
Hour)

TOTAL - Part-
time, Graduate,
Resident
Student, Tuition
& Fees (Per
Credit Hour)

$431.81 1

Full-time Summer
enrollment: 9 or Semester
more hours 2017
Tuition & N/A
Required Fees

(Per Term)

Capital N/A
Improvement Fee
(Per Term)

Student Activities N/A
Fee (Per Term)
TOTAL - Full- N/A
time, Graduate,
Resident

Student, Tuition

& Fees (Per

Term)

1

Fall
Semester
2017

$456.00

$5.56

$.56

$462.12

Fall
Semester
2017

$4,104.00

$50.00

$5.00

$4,159.00

Spring
Semester
2018

$456.00

$5.56

$.56

$462.12

Spring
Semester
2018

$4,104.00

$50.00

$5.00

$4,159.00

Per credit hour rate is strictly applied to enrollment in all parts of the
summer term (no maximum applied).

NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS

Part-time Summer
enrollment: 1-8 Semester
hours 2017
Tuition & $426.25
Required Fees

gPer Credit Hour)
Non-Resident $729.00
Fee (Per Credit

Hour) 2

Capital $5.56

Improvement Fee

(Per Credit Hour)
Student Activities $0.00
Fee

Fall
Semester
2017

$456.00

$780.00

$5.56

$.56

Spring
Semester
2018

$456.00

$780.00

$5.56

$.56

TOTAL - Part- $1,160.81 ! $1,242.12 $1,242.12
time, Graduate,

Non-Resident

Student, Tuition

& Fees (Per

Credit Hour)

Full-time Summer Fall Spring
enrollment: 9 or Semester Semester Semester
more hours 2017 2017 2018
Tuition & N/A $4,104.00 $4,104.00
Required Fees

(Per Term) 2

Non-Resident N/A $7,020.00 $7,020.00
Fee (Per Term) 2

Capital N/A $50.00 $50.00
Improvement Fee

(Per Term)

Student Activities N/A $5.00 $5.00
Fee (Per Term)

TOTAL - Full- N/A $11,179.00 $11,179.00

time, Graduate,
Non-Resident
Student Tuition &
Fees (Per Term)

Per credit hour rate is strictly applied to enrollment in all parts of the
summer term (no maximum applied).

Those students who reside outside the state of Mississippi (non-
resident) are charged both Resident T&RF and Non-resident Fees
each semester of enroliment.

DISTANCE EDUCATION
RESIDENT AND NON-RESIDENT STUDENTS:

*Enrollment in Distance Education is charged
by the credit hour regardless of the number of
enrollment hours.

*Non-Resident students are not charged a non-
resident fee for enroliment in distance Education
courses.

Distance Summer Fall Spring
Education Semester Semester Semester
Campus 2017 2017 2018
Tuition (Per $426.25 $456.00 $456.00
Credit Hour)

Instructional $25.00 $25.00 $25.00
Support Fee (Per

Credit Hour)

TOTAL - $451.25 $481.00 $481.00
Graduate,

Resident or

Non-Resident
Student Tuition
and Required
Fees (Per Credit
Hour)



« Additional tuition and required fees, and often course-specific
distance fees, are assessed on all distance (Campus 5) courses.
Please review the distance fees link on Account Services' webpage
http://controller.msstate.edu/accountservices/tuition/ for additional
information.

T&RF Relative to Student Activities

All students, by payment of T&RF, are eligible for use of facilities,
participation in intramural sports, admission to intercollegiate athletic
events, student health services and other miscellaneous activities.
However, an additional fee may be required for football admission or
for some activities because of less than full-time academic enrollment.
These required fees are applicable regardless of the method of course
instruction (i.e., traditional, online, distance, etc.).

Course Participation Fees

Fees in addition to T&RF are associated with some courses which require
the use of special equipment, facilities or materials. These fees, which
vary by course, will be collected as part of registration.

Course Change Fees

This information is accessed at http://www.msstate.edu/dept/
audit/1201.html.

Managing Your MSU Student Account
Account Information

A financial record for each student is maintained and presented to

the student via the myState Portal. The information is considered
confidential; however, the records of students will be available for
examination by authorized representatives of the government. Current
T&RF should be paid by the established monthly due date. Partial
payments of an account balance are permitted during the semester/term;
however, monthly service fees will apply (see “Payment Due Dates and
Service Fees”).

Students are responsible for payment of all T&RF charges unless
they either cancel their schedule or withdraw from school by the
first day of class. Refund schedule information is accessed at
http://www.registrar.msstate.edu/Policies/RefundSchedule.pdf.

Failure to take appropriate withdrawal action may result in
significant payment obligations. According to established University
policy, student accounts must be current (i.e., not on an Account
Services/Financial hold) in order to continue enrollment at MSU. To
avoid unnecessary delays in your continued enroliment, please review
your account to insure all previously billed charges have been paid. If
you have questions about this policy, please feel free to contact Account
Services:

* By email — ( studentaccounts@msstate.edu)student
accounts@msstate.edu (student accounts@msstate.edu)

* By phone — 662-325-2071
« In person — Account Services located in Garner Hall

Payment Due Dates and Service Fees

Electronic billing statements are available to students on or about the
15th of each month via the University’s secure myState portal. Students
will receive a monthly email notification that their account has been billed.
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These statements contain a monthly summary of charges and credits to
the student’s account.

* Regular monthly payment due dates are the 9th of each month.

» The student’s account will be assessed a monthly 1.5% service fee
on any billed charges outstanding beyond the payment due date.

» Service charges, as well as an “Account Services Hold,” may be
avoided by paying the full account balance each month by the
payment due date.

Unpaid Balances from Prior Semesters

Any outstanding and past due amounts owed to the University must be
paid in full before a student may register for additional courses or make
schedule changes.

« All payments received on student accounts will be applied to charges
in the same order in which the charges were incurred.

A student who has a hold on his/her record because of an overdue
account may not receive a transcript or a diploma until the account
has been paid to current status.

» Per federal financial aid regulations, prior aid year outstanding
charges cannot be paid with current aid year financial aid.

Overdue Account Restrictions

The administrative authorities of the University may withhold the
transcripts and diplomas, degree certification, letters of good standing,
and other certification of enrollment and deny readmission of any student
who has an over-due financial obligation to the University.

» The student’s records may be cleared and a diploma or transcript
released when the indebtedness is paid in full.

« If a financial hold is released based upon a financial agreement
and the terms and conditions of that agreement are not met, MSU
reserves the right to void the current term class schedule without
notice and without promise of reinstatement of the same class
schedule.

Attorney and Collection Fees

Student accounts remaining unpaid by the end of the term may be turned
over to an external agency for collection.

» The prevailing collection rate up to 333 may be added to the
amount owed by the student.

« If an attorney’s services are needed, the student shall be responsible
for payment of the attorney’s fees plus all court and other collection
fees incurred.

Payments

Acceptable forms of payment: cash (accepted only in Account Services
located in Garner Hall or Meridian Business Office), personal or corporate
checks; money orders; cashier checks, credit cards (American Express,
Discover, Visa, and MasterCard); wire transfer; or local, state, University
or federal financial aid (e.g., grants, loans, scholarships, waivers, VA

or military assistance, etc.). Please provide the MSU ID number with

all payments. If sending a payment via US Postal Service, please malil
payment at least five (5) business days prior to due date.

Check Payments

The University will accept checks in payment of amounts due the
University. The University reserves the right to defer payment on
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the balance of any check tendered in excess of the amount due the
University until the check has had time to clear for payment through
banking channels.

Checks offered to the University that are not honored by the bank on
which it is drawn are considered non-payment and may result in the
voiding of course schedule(s) and assessment of appropriate fees. The
maximum penalty allowed by law will be charged for any check returned
by your bank for any reason. The University expects that each debt
created by a returned check will be promptly and fully corrected. Failure
to respond to a notice concerning a returned check may result in legal
action, the denial of readmission, and the withholding of records. The
University reserves the right to refuse acceptance of checks presented
by students who have had previously returned checks. In such cases
payment must be made by cash, money order, certified bank check, or
credit card.

QuUikPAY® Service: Electronic Credit Card/
Debit Card/E-check Payments and Account
Authorized Payers

* The QuikPAY® service (myState portal, Banner, Personal Info, Make
an Online Payment) allows students to make payments using a credit
card or electronic check (e-check). Acceptable credit/debit cards are
American Express, Discover, Visa, and MasterCard.

Students may also authorize a payer(s) (usually a parent) to access
their account information and make payments to their account.

Students must initiate this process by logging into the MSU
myState portal at www.msstate.edu and proceed to “Make an Online
Payment,” then link to the QuikPAY® site by choosing “Authorize
Payers” and following the instructions to create, modify, or delete an
authorized payer.

Your card account will be assessed a 2.7% service fee in addition to
the payment amount.

Wire Transfer

Please contact Account Services at 662-325-2071 for wiring instructions.

Financial Aid or Scholarship Payments

Students who receive a scholarship or need-based financial aid from the
University are expected to use their financial aid or scholarship award to
complete payment of T&RF as well as other enroliment-related charges
assessed for the same term/semester that the financial award is issued.

Per federal financial aid regulations, prior aid-year outstanding charges
cannot be paid with current aid year financial aid. The remaining balance
of scholarship and financial aid funds are available to be used for other
educational expenses within the same term/semester only after T&RF
have been paid.

Refunds

Refunds will be processed once credit balances of credit balances are
available on student accounts.

Credit balances resulting from overpayments by check or e-check will

be available no sooner than seven (7) calendar days after posting to the
student’s account. Credit balances resulting from overpayments by credit
card will be refunded to the credit card account on which the original
payment was made.

Web Instructions to Access Account

From the MSU main Web page, the student should select myState;
secure user access using his/her personal NetID and password; click on
the Banner navigation menu for access to the following services:

. Change billing address and/or E-mail address
. View current or prior billing statement

. View account detail history

. Make a payment by credit card or e-check

g A W N B

. Authorize another user to help manage or make payment to the
student’s account

6. Access a remittance stub to make a payment via US mail
7. View pending financial aid or scholarships

Helpful Phone Numbers

Phone Number
662-325-2071
662-325-8017
662-325-6619

Name

Account Services
Sponsored Student Office
Internal Collections

International Student Charges

All international students are assessed an Administrative Programming
fee of $100.00 each fall, spring, and summer term. Sponsored
international students whose programs of study are administered through
the International Services are assessed an additional fee of $200.00
each fall, spring, and summer term. Health insurance for international
students will be assessed at the prevailing rate for the fall semester and
for the spring/summer semester. All international students are required
to purchase the International Health Insurance unless an acceptable,
alternative policy can be proven and accepted by International Services,
preferably prior to registration. Health insurance charges will not be
removed after the 10th class day.

Tuition Exemptions
Employees

Mississippi State University “Benefits Eligible” employees who have
appropriate approval may have tuition remitted for up to 6 credit hours
per semester with a maximum of 18 credit hours per calendar year.
Employees are required to pay tuition and required fees for any additional
hours taken during the enrollment period and other assessments to

their student account. In order to receive tuition remission, employees
must gain admission/readmission to the University and complete the
Application for Tuition Remission — Employee e-form.

Senior Citizen

Legal residents of the State of Mississippi age 60 or older may enroll
tuition-free in a maximum of 6 hours per semester with a maximum of
18 credit hours per calendar year. These courses are available on a
space-available, first-come, first-serve basis. Enrollment in courses
offered for the Doctor of Veterinary Medicine degree is not permitted.
The application fee is required with the graduate application.

Alumni Nonresident Exemption

Graduate students who are sons or daughters of an alumnus or alumna
who earned a minimum of 48 semester hours of credit or a degree from
Mississippi State University and who have not received other tuition
waivers are eligible for a waiver of 50 percent of non-resident tuition.



A minimum 3.00 cumulative GPA is required for renewal of the waiver.
Grades are checked at the end of each fall semester.

Immunization Requirements

Required Measles/Rubella Immunization

In cooperation with the Mississippi State Department of Health and for
the protection of our students, Mississippi State University requires new
students, including transfers, born after 1956 to provide proof of immunity
of measles and rubella. A student will not be allowed to register for
classes until this requirement has been met. Prior enrollment at MSU
does not automatically clear a student from immunization updates. This
proof consists of one of the following.

1. Documented history of two doses of measles vaccine and one of
rubella, usually given as MMR (Measles, Mumps, Rubella). The first
of these immunizations MUST have been given AFTER 12 months
of age and AFTER 1968. Immunizations given prior to the age of 12
months or before 1968 are not valid.

2. Serologic confirmation of immunity to measles AND rubella (must be
confirmed by laboratory report).

3. Documented history of physician-diagnosed measles and rubella.

Temporary waivers are available for pregnant women with a physician’s
letter of confirmation and expected date of confinement, or women
suspecting pregnancy.

Permanent waivers are given for the following groups of students.

1. Born before January 1, 1957, or

2. Provide documented proof of a significant life-threatening allergic
reaction to this particular vaccine (requires documentation of
reaction), or

3. With a disease that will cause a permanent contraindication to
immunization (requires documentation of disease).

A student can confirm his/her status with Longest Student Health
Center by emailing health@msstate.edu or by calling 662-325-0706.
Additional information regarding this requirement is available at http:/
www.health.msstate.edu.

Legal Resident Status

Students are classified as in-state or out-of-state for the purpose of
paying University fees. The Office of Admissions and Scholarships

will make the initial classification at the time a student’s application for
admission is processed. The burden of proof for establishing residency
resides with the applicant. If a student misrepresents his or her status,

he or she shall be responsible for paying the fees he or she would have
otherwise been required to pay and will be subject to disciplinary action
or dismissal from school. The University Registrar is authorized to change
a student’s residence status upon receipt of evidence that the student is
improperly classified.

The following Institutions of Higher Learning and Mississippi State
University policies apply in determining the residential status of students
for the purpose of enrolling and paying fees at a state-supported
institution of higher learning:

¢ Institutions of Higher Learning
http://www.ihl.state.ms.us/board/downloads/
policiesandbylaws.pdf Paragraphs 610 and 611.
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» Mississippi State University
http://www.msstate.edu/dept/audit/3102.html Academic Operating
Policy AOP 31.02 Legal Resident Status

Petition for Change of Residency Classification.

A person who enters the State of Mississippi from another state and
enters an educational institution is considered a non-resident. Any
person who has after attaining the age of twenty-one (21) and has since
their twenty-first birthday established residency and resided within the
State of Mississippi for twelve (12) consecutive months may: (1) upon
sworn affidavit and other representation, and (2) who can prove financial
independence, petition for a change in residency classification for the
purposes of fees and tuition assessment.

Residency changes are not retroactive, and the following conditions
apply:

1. The institution may make reasonable inquiry into the validity of the
petitioner’s claim.

2. A petition for change of residency must be received prior to the last
day a student may register without penalty of the term for which the
student is applying for residency.

Factors Regarding Residency.

Although domicile and residency for educational purposes are largely
matters of intention, this intention is determined objectively from the facts
and circumstances surrounding a claim of in-state residency. Some of the
factors relevant to determining residency include:

 Actual physical residence of habitation

» Length of time at actual physical residence - Residence used for
income tax, loan, banking and other purposes

Voter registration

Motor vehicle registration (Persons moving into the state on a
permanent basis have 30 days to register vehicles.)

Driver’s license held (Persons moving into the state on a permanent
basis have 60 days to acquire driver’s licenses.)

State to which personal income taxes or other taxes paid

Status of income sources

Location of bank, savings and other accounts

Responsibility for Reporting Change.

It is the individual student’s responsibility to report immediately to the
Registrar any change which will affect his or her residence status under
these regulations.

Institutions of Higher Learning (College
Board) and University Policies Concerning
Nonresident Tuition.

In addition to state laws and regulations, the University has established
certain IHL Board approved regulations concerning the payment of
non-resident tuition. Mississippi State University (except the College of

Veterinary Medicine) may waive a percentage of the non-resident tuition
for the following groups of students:

1. Those who are currently awarded athletic scholarships.
2. Those who are currently awarded band scholarships.
3. Those who are currently awarded choral scholarships.
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4. All graduate students holding assistantships. (Rules applicable to
these awards may be found in the Graduate Studies Bulletin or in the
Graduate Assistant Handbook. Both publications are available on the
MSU Web: http://www.grad.msstate.edu/about/)

5. Children of Mississippi State University alumni. (Application deadline
is April 1) (For this purpose, an alumnus or alumna is defined as one
who has earned a minimum of 48 MSU undergraduate credit hours or
30 MSU graduate credit hours of course work or received a degree
from Mississippi State University.) Graduate students must maintain
a B (3.0) grade point average to continue eligibility for this award.
STUDENT AFFAIRS OP 91.178: Policy on Out-of-State Tuition
Waivers is available on the MSU Web: http://www.msstate.edu/dept/
audit/PDF/91178.pdf.

6. Non-resident students who are certified participants in The Academic
Common Market.

Academic Common Market.

Academic Common Market non-resident tuition remission (exemptions)
are available for specific academic programs for students from certain
states. Application must be made first with the awarding state. The
student must be a legal resident of that state and approved for a specific
major at MSU. Both undergraduate and graduate students are eligible to
apply. The waiver is 100 percent of the non-resident tuition remission and
will remain at this level unless the student’s field of study changes, the
student no longer has full-time status, or the student has fallen below an
MSU and cumulative 2.0 GPA.

A qualified student must maintain full-time status, remain in academic
good standing and comply with all the requirements of the degree
program. If a student changes his/her major from the approved ACM
certified major, then they must inform the Office of the Provost and
Executive Vice President of the change of status. The student will be
responsible for the non-resident tuition for the remaining semesters at
Mississippi State University. To be eligible for the non-resident tuition
remission during the first semester of enroliment, applications and
resident verification must be submitted to and approved by the Office of
the Provost and Executive Vice President prior to the first day of class.

For more information about submission and deadlines, please contact
that office at 662-325-3742. Students seeking information on the
Academic Common Market waiver should contact the Academic Common
Market, Southern Regional Education Board, 592 10th Street NW,
Atlanta, GA 30318-5790 or access the Web site at http://www.sreb.org/
page/1304/academic_common_market.html

Requirements Quick Reference
Degrees Offered

Master of Agribusiness Management (M.A.B.M.)
Master of Arts (M.A.)
Master of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T.)

Master of Arts in Teaching-Middle Level (M.A.T.M.) (ADMISSION
CURRENTLY SUSPENDED)

Master of Arts in Teaching-Secondary (M.A.T.S.)

Master of Arts in Teaching-Special Education (M.A.T.X.)

Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.)

Master of Engineering (M.Eng.)

Master of Landscape Architecture (M.L.A.)

Master of Music Education (M.M.E.)

Master of Professional Accountancy (M.P.A.)

Master of Public Policy and Administration (M.P.P.A.)
Master of Science (M.S.)

Master of Science in Information Systems (M.S.1.S.)
Master of Science in Instructional Technology (M.S.I.T.)
Master of Taxation (M.TX.)

Educational Specialist (Ed.S.)

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.)
Abbreviations for Majors and
Concentrations

(alpha order by major)

Abbreviation Description

ACC Accounting

ASE Aerospace Engineering

AGBM Agribusiness Management

AEC Agricultural Economics

AEE Agricultural and Extension
Education

AEEL Agricultural and Extension
Education-Leadership

AEET Agricultural and Extension
Education-Teaching

AGS Agricultural Sciences

ALSC Agricultural Life Sciences

AGR Agriculture

AGN Agronomy

ADS Animal and Dairy Sciences

ANNT Animal Nutrition

PHY Animal Physiology

ASC Animal Science

APAN Applied Anthropology

APMT Applied Meteorology

ACSC Applied Cognitive Science

APHY Applied Physics

APSY Applied Psychology

BCH Biochemistry

BE Biological Engineering

BIO Biological Sciences

BME Biomedical Engineering

BMP Broadcast Meteorology

BA Business Administration

BUSI Business Administration (Meridian)



BIS
CHE
CH
CE
MH
CLPS
COG
CcC
CED
PHCL
VCBC
CME
CS
PHCE

PHSE
COE
CIED

CIEE

CIGE

CIRE

CISE

CIEX

CYDE
CYOP
CYSO
DPD

EASC

EC
EDUC
ET
EDLD
EPY
ECPE

ELED
ECED

GEED

MLED

ENGR
ENGT
EN
ENT
ENGS

Business Information Systems
Chemical Engineering
Chemistry

Civil Engineering

Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Clinical Psychology

Cognitive Science

College Counseling
Community College Education
Community College Leadership
Computational Biology
Computational Engineering
Computer Science

Counseling/Mental Health
Counseling

Counseling/School Counseling
Counselor Education

Curriculum and Instruction-Early
Childhood Education

Curriculum and Instruction-
Elementary Education

Curriculum & Instruction-General
Education

Curriculum and Instruction-Reading
Education

Curriculum and Instruction-
Secondary Education

Curriculum and Instruction-Special
Education

Cyber Defense

Cyber Operations

Cyber Security & Operations
Design & Product Development

Earth & Atmospheric Sciences (see
Geosciences)

Economics (also see GAEC)
Education
Education-Technology
Educational Leadership
Educational Psychology
Electrical and Computer
Engineering

Elementary Education

Elementary Education-Early
Childhood Education

Elementary Education-General
Education

Elementary Education-Middle Level
Education

Engineering (see M ENG)
Engineering Technology
English

Entomology
Environmental Geoscience

ENVT
EXPY
EXSC
FDM
FIN
NFSH

FST
FL
FOR
FO
GEOL
GG

GESP
GBIO
GEP
GNS
GPHY
GAEC
HLPR
HEL
HI

HO
HDFS

HFE

SYS
VIDC
ISE
INFS
ITID
ISWD

ITDE
ITMM
KINE
LA
LFSC
MGT
MGTS
MFGS
MKT
MASC
MA
ME
MERC
MLAR

MOLB
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Environmental Toxicology
Exercise Physiology

Exercise Science

Fashion Design & Merchandising
Finance

Food Science, Nutrition & Health
Promotion

Food Science and Technology
Foreign Language

Forest Resources

Forestry

Geology

Geosciences (also Earth &
Atmospheric Science)

Geospatial Sciences

General Biology

General Educational Psychology
Genetics

Geography

Grad Applied Economics

Health Promotion

Higher Education Leadership
History

Horticulture

Human Development & Family
Studies

Human Factors & Ergonomics
Industrial Engineering

Industrial Systems

Infectious Disease

Industrial & Systems Engineering
Information Systems
Instructional Design

Instructional Systems & Workforce
Development

Instructional Technology
Instructional Technology Distance
Instructional Technology Multimedia
Kinesiology

Landscape Architecture

Life Sciences

Management

Management Systems
Manufacturing Systems
Marketing

Mathematical Sciences
Mathematics

Mechanical Engineering
Merchandising

Middle Level Alternate Route
(ADMISSION CURRENTLY
SUSPENDED)

Molecular Biology
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MED
NTR
OPRS
PSL
PH
PSS
PP
PS
PO
PMCL

PM
PMNT
PSY
PCHM
PPA
RC
EDLS
SLP

SLC
SPSY

SEED
STAR
SO
EXED
EXAR
SPAD
SPPE
SS
ST
SA
SAHE
SBP
SYS
TAX
TIG
MST
TOXI
UNC
VMRC
VMS
WS
FOWL

WEL
WFA

Music Education
Nutrition

Operations Research
P-12 School Leadership
Physics

Plant & Soil Sciences
Plant Pathology
Political Science
Poultry Science

Professional Meteorology/
Climatology

Project Management

Population Medicine Non-Thesis
Psychology

Psychometry

Public Policy & Administraiton
Rehabilitation Counseling
School Administration

School Psychology (PhD
concentration)

School Counseling (concentration)

School Psychology (EdS
concentration)

Secondary Education

Secondary Teacher Alternate Route
Sociology

Special Education

Special Education Alternate Route
Sport Administration

Sport Pedagogy

Sport Studies

Statistics

Student Affairs

Student Affairs & Higher Education
Sustainable Bioproducts

Systems

Taxation

Teachers in Geosciences
Technology

Toxicology

Unclassified (No degree)
Veterinary Medical Research
Veterinary Medicine Science
Weed Science

Wildlife, Fisheries & Aquaculture
(concentration)

Workforce Education Leadership

Wildlife, Fisheries and Aquaculture
(major)

The chart below is in alpha order by abbreviation of major.

Major Degree
ACC MPA
ACC-
Concentratic
SYS MPA
AEE-
Concentratic
AEEL MS
AEET MS
AGBM MABM
AGR-
Concentratic
AEC MS
ANNT MS
ASC MS
ENGT MS
PO MS
AGS-
Concentratic
ADS PhD
AEE PhD
ANNT  PhD
ENGT PhD
PO PhD
ALSC-
Concentratic
BCH MS
ENT MS
GNS MS
PHY MS
PP MS
APAN MA
APSY-
Concentrations:
ACSC Ph.D.
CLPS Ph.D.
ASE MS
BA MBA
BA-
Concentratic
BIS PhD
FIN PhD
MGT PhD

GRE

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes or
ABET-
accredited
degree

or GMAT

GMAT

Yes

Yes

Yes

or GRE

Yes

Yes

Yes

GPA TOE-
IELTS
3.00 575-7.0
3.00 575-7.0
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
3.00 575-7.0
2.75 575-7.0
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
3.00 575-7.0
2.75 550-6.5
undergradus
graduate
3.00 575-7.0
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
3.00 500-5.5
3.00 500-5.5
3.00 575-7.0
3.00 500-5.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 575-7.0
3.00 575-7.0

undergraduate/3.25
graduate

3.00 575-7.0
undergradug
graduate

3.00 575-7.0

undergraduate/3.25
graduate



MKT PhD
BE MS
BIO MS/PhD
BME MS/PhD
€= MS
CED MAT
CH MS/PhD
CHE MS
CIED:
Concentratic
CIED PhD
CIEE PhD
CIEX PhD
CIGE PhD
CIRE PhD
CISE PhD
CME MS/PhD
COE-
Concentratic
cc MS
MH MS
RC MS
SA MS
SLC MS
@S MS/PhD
CYSO MS
CYOP
CYDE
EASC PhD
EC MA
ECPE MS

ECPE PhD

EDLD MS
EDLS
SAHE

EDLD PhD
HEL
PSL

EDUC-

Concentratic
COE EdS
EDLS EdS
ELED EdS
ET EdS

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes/Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes

3.00 575-7.0
undergradu
graduate

2.75 550-6.5
2.75 500-5.5
3.00 600-7.5
3.00 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 477-5.0
3.00 550-6.5
3.4 550-6.5
3.40 550-6.5
3.40 550-6.5
3.40 550-6.5
3.40 550-6.5
3.40 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
2.75 575-7.0
3.00 550-6.5
undergradu

3.50

undergraduate

or master's

2.75 550-6.5
3.40 600-7.5
3.00 550-6.5

undergraduate/3.30
graduate
3.20 on 550-6.5
master's
3.20 0n 550-6.5
master's

3.20 on 550-6.5
master's

EXED EdS
SEED EdS
SPSY EdS
ELED-
Concentratic
ECED MS
GEED MS
MLED MS
EN MA
ENGR M ENG
ENGR-
Concentratic
APHY PhD
ASE PhD
BE PhD
CE PhD
CHE PhD
ME PhD
ENVT PhD
EPY MS
GEP
PCHM
EPY-
Concentrations
GEP PhD
SLP PhD
EXAR MATX
EXED MS
FDM MS
DPD
MERC
FL MA
FO MS
FOR-
Concentrations:
FO PhD
SBP PhD
WFA PhD
GAEC PhD
(NOT
ACCEPTING

APPLICATIONS
UNTIL
FURTHER
NOTICE)
GBIO MS
GG-
Concentrations:
BMP MS

ENGS MS

Yes

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Mississippi State University

3.20 on 550-6.5
master's
3.20 on 550-6.5
master's
3.30on 550-6.5
master's

2.75 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
3.00 625-8.0
3.00 550-6.5
2.75 523-6.0
3.00 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.20 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
3.00 550-6.5
3.40 550-6.5
3.40 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 525-6.0
3.00 550-6.5
3.25 550-6.5
undergradus
graduate

3.00 550-6.5
3.20 550-6.5
3.00 575-7.0

undergraduate/3.00
graduate

2.75 500-5.5
2.75 550-6.5
2.75 550-6.5
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GEOL MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5 NTR MS/PhD Yes/Yes 2.75 550-6.5
GESP MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5 PH MS/PhD 2.75 523-6.0
GPHY MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5 PHCE PhD Yes 3.40 550-6.5
PMCL MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5 PHCL PhD Yes 3.40 550-6.5
APMT MS 2.75 550-6.5 PHSE PhD Yes 3.40 550-6.5
TIG MS 2.75 550-6.5 PM MBA Yes 3.00 575-7.0
HDFS MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 PPA MPPA Yes 3.00 600-7.5
HDFS PhD Yes 3.00 550-6.5 PPA PhD Yes 3.00 600-7.5
graduate undergradug
HI MA/PhD  No/Yes 3.00 550-6.5 master's
IE- PS MA 3.00 600-7.5
Concentrations PSS-
HFE MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 Concentratic
MEGS MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 AGN MS/PhD Yes/Yes 2.75/3.00 500-5.5/500-5.5
MGTS MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 HO MS/PhD Yes/Yes 2.75/3.00 500-5.5/500-5.5
OPRS MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 ws MS Yes 3.00 500-6.5
SYS MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 WS PhD Yes 3.00 550-6.5
ISE PhD Yes 3.50 550-6.5 undergradus
graduate
INFS MSIS or GMAT or GRE 3.00 575-7.0
PSY MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5
ISWD PhD Yes 3.40 550-6.5
T SBP MS 3.00 550-6.5
SEED MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5
ITDE MSIT Yes 2.75 550-6.5
SO MS/PhD  Yes/Yes 3.00 550-6.5
ITID MSIT Yes 2.75 550-6.5
ST MS 2.75 477-5.0
ITMM MSIT Yes 2.75 550-6.5
KINE STAR MATS Yes 2.75 550-6.5
CEREEmE TAX MTX Yes 3.00 575-7.0
EXPY MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 UNC No degree 550-6.5
EXSC PhD Yes 3.00 550-6.5 VMS MS/PhD 3.00 550-6.5
SPAD MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 PN U — LS
SPPE  MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5 TOXI— MS 3.00 550-6.5
ss PhD Yes 3.00 550-6.5 VCBC MS/PhD 3.00 550-6.5
LA MLA 280 600-7.5 VIDC MS/PhD 3.00 550-6.5
LESC- VMRC MS/PhD 3.00 550-6.5
Concentrations: WEL MS 2.75 550-6.5
BCH  PhD Yes 3.00 500-5.5 WFA MS Yes 3.00 550-6.5
ENT PhD ves 3.00 500-5.5 “Yes” = required standardized test
GNS PhD Yes 3.00 500-5.5
PHY  PhD Yes 3.00 575-7.0 Abbreviations
PP PhD Yes 3.00 500-5.5 o L
Abbreviation Description
MA MS 2.75 477-5.0 .
GPA Grade Point Average
MASC PhD Yes 2.75 477-5.0 L
GMAT Graduate Management Admission
ME MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5 Test
MED MME 3.00 550-6.5 GRE Graduate Record Examination
MLAR MATM Yes 2.75 550-6.5 IELTS International English Language
(ADMISSION Testing Systems
CURRENTLY TOEFL Test of English Forei
SUSPENDED) est of English as a Foreign
Language
MOLB PhD Yes 2.75 550-6.5
MST MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5
NFSH-
Concentratic
FST MS/PhD Yes/Yes 2.75 550-6.5

HLPR MS Yes 2.75 550-6.5



Colleges and Degree
Programs

Mississippi State University is a comprehensive, doctoral-degree-granting
university offering to a diverse and capable student body a wide range

of academic opportunities. The University has eight colleges that offer
graduate courses and/or programs. These courses and/or programs are
offered on the main campus in Starkville, at the Meridian campus, and/
or online via the Center for Distance Learning. While the University has
approved policies and requirements that affect all graduate courses and
programs, each college and department may have additional approved
requirements. Please refer to each academic program for details.

Accelerated Programs

Accelerated Programs are offered by the departments listed below.
These programs permit highly qualified undergraduate students to earn
graduate credit during the final year of undergraduate studies. Upon
completion of the credits, the students also earn undergraduate credit for
the same course(s). University minimum requirements for students to be
accepted into an Accelerated Program are a GPA of 3.50 or higher on

all undergraduate work and a minimum of 60 hours toward a Bachelor's
degree. The academic department may have additional requirements
such as the completion of specific courses or a statement of professional
interests and goals

For complete information, see the department section of interest in this
Catalog.

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

¢ Plant and Soil Sciences (p. 71)
« Poultry Science (p. 76)

College of Arts and Sciences

« Biological Sciences (p. 82)
« History (p. 92)
¢ Public Policy & Administration (p. 101)

Bagley College of Engineering

« Aerospace Engineering (p. 154)

¢ Swalm School of Chemical Engineering (p. 160)
« Computer Science and Engineering (p. 165)
 Electrical and Computer Engineering (p. 171)

« Industrial and Systems Engineering (p. 173)

« Master of Engineering (p. 180) (interdisciplinary)
« Mechanical Engineering (p. 182)

Bagley College of Engineering/College of Business

¢ Industrial and Systems Engineering (p. 173)/Master of Business
Administration (p. 119)

Academic Affairs

Geospatial and Remote Sensing Minor

Director: Dr. John Rodgers

Mississippi State University 37

Department of Geosciences

355 Lee Blvd, 108 Hilbun Hall
Mississippi State University, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-3915

E-mail: jcrl00@msstate.edu

Mailstop: 9537

The Geospatial and Remote Sensing (GRS) minor is a cross-disciplinary
program that allows students from any major to develop and enhance
their geospatial skills. Students will learn important theoretical concepts
associated with geographic information systems and remote sensing
sciences, and they will acquire the ability to use these methods to solve
spatial problems. Graduate students must complete a minimum of 12
hours of GRS coursework at Mississippi State University with a grade of
C or higher from a list of approved courses. A 3.00 GPA is required. An
MSU Graduate Faculty member with geospatial expertise must serve as
minor professor on the student’s graduate committee.

A student who chooses this minor must have the approval of his or her
graduate committee and graduate coordinator in the major field. The
minor coursework is then included on the student's program of study and
is approved by the minor graduate coordinator.
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GIS requirement: Choose one of the following. 3
FO 6471 GIS for Natural Resource Management Lab
and
FO 6472 GIS for Natural Resource Management
GR 6303 Principles of GIS
WFA 6253 Application of Spatial Technologies to
Wildlife and Fisheries Management
Remote Sensing: Choose one of the following. 3
FO 6453 Remote Sensing Applications
GR 6333 Remote Sensing of the Physical
Environment
ECE 6423 Introduction to Remote Sensing
Technologies
or ABE /PSS  Introduction to Remote Sensing Technologies
6483
Advanced Geospatial Coursework: Choose one of the following. 3
FO 6313 Spatial Technologies in Natural Resources
Management
FO 8313 Spatial Statistics for Natural Resources
FO 8353 Ecological Modeling in Natural Resources
FO 8173 Advanced Spatial Technologies
GR 6313 Advanced GIS
GR 6343 Advanced Remote Sensing in Geosciences
GR 8303 Advanced Geodatabase Systems
Geospatial Applications : Choose one of the following. Courses 3
must be different from the ones taken from the above categories.
A course may not be used to satisfy more than one requirement.
ECE 6413 Digital Signal Processing
ECE 8401 Current Topics in Remote Sensing
ECE 8473 Digital Image Processing
GR 6323 Cartographic Sciences
GR 6353 Geodatabase Design
GR 6363 Geographic Information Systems
Programming
GR 6411 Remote Sensing Seminar
or PSS/ECE/ Remote Sensing Seminar
FO 6411
PSS 6373 Geospatial Agronomic Management
The following courses listed in the categories above can also
meet this requirement if not used in another category.
FO 8173 Advanced Spatial Technologies
FO 8313 Spatial Statistics for Natural Resources
FO 8353 Ecological Modeling in Natural Resources
GR 6313 Advanced GIS
GR 6343 Advanced Remote Sensing
ST 4313 Spatial Statistics
Total Hours 12



Mississippi State University 39

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

Dean: Dr. George Hopper

Associate Dean: Dr. Scott Willard

Director of Graduate Advising: Ms. Emily Shaw
201 Bost Extension Building

Box 9760

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2110

Fax: 662-325-8580

E-mail: emily.shaw@msstate.edu

Website: http://www.cals.msstate.edu

Degree and Certificate Programs

Department Degree and Concentration  Thesis Non-Thesis Starkville Meridian Distance
Major
Agricultural Precision X
and Biological Agriculture
Engineering Certificate
Agricultural Master of X X
Economics Agribusiness
Management
- Agribusiness
Management
Agricultural Master of Science Agricultural X X X
Economics - Agriculture Economics
Animal and Dairy Master of Science Animal Science X X X
Sciences - Agriculture
Animal and Dairy Doctor of Animal and Dairy X X
Sciences Philosophy - Science
Agricultural
Sciences
Biochemistry, Master of Science Biochemistry X X X

Molecular Biology, - Agricultural Life
Entomology, and Sciences
Plant Pathology

Biochemistry, Master of Science Entomology X X
Molecular Biology, - Agricultural Life

Entomology, and Sciences

Plant Pathology

Biochemistry, Master of Science Plant Pathology X X
Molecular Biology, - Agricultural Life

Entomology, and Sciences

Plant Pathology

Biochemistry, Doctor of Biochemistry X X
Molecular Biology, Philosophy - Life

Entomology, and Sciences

Plant Pathology

Biochemistry, Doctor of Entomology X X
Molecular Biology, Philosophy - Life

Entomology, and Sciences

Plant Pathology

Biochemistry, Doctor of Plant Pathology X X
Molecular Biology, Philosophy - Life

Entomology, and Sciences

Plant Pathology
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Biochemistry,

Colleges and Degree Programs

Doctor of X

Molecular Biology, Philosophy -

Entomology, and
Plant Pathology
Food Science,
Nutrition and
Health Promotion

Food Science,
Nutrition and
Health Promotion

Food Science,
Nutrition and
Health Promotion

Food Science,
Nutrition and
Health Promotion

Food Science,
Nutrition and
Health Promotion

Human Sciences,
School of

Human Sciences,
School of

Human Sciences,
School of

Human Sciences,
School of

Human Sciences,
School of

Human Sciences,
School of

Human Sciences,
School of

Human Sciences,
School of

Molecular Biology

Master of Science Food Science and X
- Food Science, Technology
Nutrition and

Health Promotion

Master of Science Health Promotion X
- Food Science,

Nutrition and

Health Promotion

Master of Science Nutrition X
- Food Science,

Nutrition and

Health Promotion

Food Science and X
Technology

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Food Science,
Nutrition and
Health Promotion

Doctor of Nutrition X
Philosophy -

Food Science,

Nutrition and

Health Promotion

Master of Science Leadership X
- Agricultural

and Extension

Education

Master of Science Teaching X
- Agricultural

and Extension

Education

Master of Science Design & Product

- Fashion Design Development

& Merchandising

Master of Science Merchandising

- Fashion Design

& Merchandising

Master of X
Science - Human
Development and
Family Studies
Doctor of
Philosophy -
Agricultural
Sciences

Doctor of X
Philosophy

- Human

Development and

Family Studies

Agricultural X
and Extension
Education

Gerontology
Certificate



Landscape
Architecture

Plant and Soil
Sciences

Plant and Soil
Sciences

Plant and Soil
Sciences

Plant and Soil
Sciences

Plant and Soil
Sciences

Plant and Soil
Sciences

Plant and Soil
Sciences

Poultry Science

Poultry Science

Interdisciplinary
Program

Interdisciplinary
Program

Interdisciplinary
Program
Interdisciplinary
Program
Interdisciplinary
Program

Interdisciplinary
Program

Interdisciplinary
Program

Interdisciplinary
Program

Master of X
Landscape

Architecture

- Landscape

Architecture

Precision

Agriculture

Certificate

Master of Science Agronomy X
- Plant & Soil
Sciences

Master of Science Horticulture X
- Plant & Saoil
Sciences

Master of Science Weed Science X
- Plant & Soil

Sciences

Doctor of Agronomy X
Philosophy - Plant

& Soil Sciences

Doctor of Horticulture X
Philosophy - Plant

& Soil Sciences

Doctor of Weed Science X
Philosophy - Plant

& Soil Sciences

Master of Science Poultry Science X
- Agriculture

Doctor of Poultry Science X
Philosophy -

Agricultural

Sciences

Master of Science Animal Physiology X
- Agricultural Life

Sciences

Master of Science Genetics X
- Agricultural Life

Sciences

Master of Science Animal Nutrition X
- Agriculture

Master of Science Engineering X
- Agriculture Technology

Doctor of Animal Nutrition X
Philosophy -

Agricultural

Sciences

Doctor of Engineering X
Philosophy - Technology
Agricultural

Sciences

Doctor of Animal Physiology X
Philosophy - Life

Sciences

Doctor of Genetics X

Philosophy - Life
Sciences

Mississippi State University
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Interdisciplinary Curricula

These programs are based on course offerings from several departments and colleges, including but not limited to the following.

 Agricultural and Biological Engineering

Agricultural Economics
Animal and Dairy Sciences
Basic Science (College of Veterinary Medicine)

Biochemistry

Molecular Biology

Biological Sciences (College of Arts and Sciences)

Entomology and Plant Pathology
Poultry Science

Wildlife, Fisheries and Aquaculture (College of Forest Resources)

College of Business

The College of Agriculture and Life Sciences provides premier programs in agriculture, life sciences, and human ecology. Graduate students
work with issues such as global food supply and safety, biotechnology, and improved standards of living and education in rural communities. New
graduate programs are available in Human Development and Family Studies. Graduate education is also available in Landscape Architecture (one of
a few programs in the nation). A master's degree with a concentration in health promotion is available through distance learning and is designed for
professionals interested in enhancing their skills in designing, implementation, and evaluation of disease prevention and health promotions.

Agribusiness Management

Department Head: Dr. Keith H. Coble
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Ardian Harri
101 Lloyd Ricks Watson

Box 5187

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2750

Website: www.agecon.msstate.edu

An Interdisciplinary Program

The Master of Agribusiness Management (M.A.B.M.) program is an
interdisciplinary degree between the College of Agriculture and Life
Sciences and the College of Business and is administered by the
Department of Agricultural Economics. The program is designed to
prepare students for employment in the management of agribusiness.

Graduate coursework may begin only during the Summer semester.
Research assistantships are not available for students in the MABM
program. Additional information is found at the department’s website,
www.agecon.msstate.edu.

Admission Criteria

An applicant for admission to graduate study must hold a bachelor’s
degree from a fully recognized four-year educational institution that

has unconditional accreditation with appropriate regional accrediting
agencies. He/she must meet the admission requirements of the
Graduate School and the Master of Agribusiness Management

Program. Admission is based primarily on past performance, letters

of recommendation, and the Graduate Record Examination (GRE)

or Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT) scores. Regular
admission to graduate study in the M.A.B.M. program requires a
minimum grade point average (last four semesters of undergraduate
work) of 3.00/4.00. When a student is deficient in one of the criteria cited,
the student’s application, nevertheless, may be considered for admission
based on the strength of other materials contained in the student’s
application. However, reasonable minimum levels of performance must

be achieved in both the applicant's GPA and GRE or GMAT scores.
International applicants not holding degrees from U.S. institutions must
submit a TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) report of
575 PBT (84 iBT) or an IELTS (International English Language Testing
Systems) score of 7.0 or higher to be considered for admission.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not eligible to
hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

Unsatisfactory performance may be defined as the failure to maintain a B
average in graduate courses attempted after admission to the program,
a grade of U, D, or F in any course, more than two grades below a B, or
any other failure of a required component of one’s program of study. Any
one of these, or any combination of these, may constitute the basis for
the termination of a student’s graduate study in the program.

Master of Agribusiness Management

Foundation Requirements
ACC 2203
or ACC 2013

Survey of Accounting 3
Principles of Financial Accounting



BQA 8443 Statistical Analysis for Business Decision- 3
making
or BQA 2113 Business Statistical Methods |
& BQA 3123 and Business Statistical Methods Il
EC 4043 Survey of Economics 3
or EC 2123 Principles of Microeconomics
FIN 3123 Financial Management
MGT 8063 Survey of Management
or MGT 3114 Principles of Management and Production
Total Hours 15

The foundation portion of the program consists of 15 hours that may be
satisfied in part or total by prior undergraduate or graduate preparation.
In addition, ACC, BQA, and FIN foundation requirements can be satisfied
during the MBAMath week offered prior to the beginning of the Summer 1
term.

Core Requirements

ACC 8213 Financial Statement and Management 3
Accounting Report Analysis for Decision
Making
AEC 6530 Agribusiness Management Internship 3
FIN 8113 Corporate Finance 3
MKT 8153 Strategic Marketing Management 3
AEC Graduate Courses * 9
Approved Electives 2 9
Total Hours 30

! The student must receive credit for AEC 6113 and AEC 6223 if credit

was not earned for these or equivalent courses at the undergraduate
level.

The student must receive credit for EC 8103 if credit was not earned
for EC 3123 or an equivalent course at the undergraduate level.

Program of Study/Completion
Requirements

The Master of Agribusiness Management degree program requires a
minimum of 30 hours of coursework which includes an internship and a
comprehensive examination. At least 15 of the total course credit hours
must be at the 8000 level.

Agricultural Economics

Head: Dr. Keith H. Coble

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Ardian Harri
101 Lloyds Ricks Watson

Box 5187

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2750

Website: www.agecon.msstate.edu

The Department of Agricultural Economics offers a degree program
leading to the Master of Science in Agriculture with a concentration in
Agricultural Economics. This program stresses thorough mastery of
advanced economic theory, methods of quantitative analysis, and the
applications of these methods to the problems of agriculture. The broad
program of economic research conducted by the department affords a
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wide selection of areas from which the student may choose a specific
problem for research.

The Master of Science in Agriculture with a concentration in Agricultural
Economics program is designed for the student to begin graduate
coursework in a fall semester; thus, the student must submit application
materials prior to July 1. However, graduate research assistantship
decisions are usually made in March, and admission to the program
must be obtained before an assistantship may be granted. Students
are encouraged to apply no later than February. For additional
program information, please visit the department’s website at
www.agecon.msstate.edu.

Admission Criteria

To obtain regular admission status to the M.S. program, an applicant
must meet all University-wide graduate admission requirements and must
achieve acceptable scores on each section of the GRE. A minimum
TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) report of 575 PBT (84
iBT) or an IELTS (International English Language Testing Systems) score
of 7.0 or higher is required for all international students affected by this

policy.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

An Agricultural Economics student who initially obtains provisional
admission status must receive a 3.00 GPA on the following courses
that are to be taken in the first fall semester in order to achieve regular
admission status:

AEC 6713 Quantitative Economics
AEC 6733 Econometric Analysis in Agriculture
Economics
AEC 8163 Consumers, Producers, and Markets 3

Academic Performance

A student may be dismissed from the M.S. program for making more than
two grades below a B on courses on the student’s program of study.

A student may appeal a dismissal decision by following normal appeal
procedures.

Prerequisite and Core Courses

A student must have previously completed the following undergraduate
courses (or their equivalents) with a grade of C or higher before
beginning the required graduate course sequence:

EC 3113 Intermediate Macroeconomics 3



44 Colleges and Degree Programs

EC 3123 Intermediate Microeconomics 3
MA 1613 Calculus for Business and Life Sciences | 3
ST 2113 Introduction to Statistics

The student admitted to the program enrolls in a rigorous core curriculum
composed of courses in microeconomic theory, quantitative techniques,
and research methods. The student is required to follow a “lock-step”
curriculum as specified below.

Master of Science in Agriculture with
Agricultural Economics Concentration -
Non-Thesis

First Year, Fall Semester

AEC 8611 Research Seminar | 1
AEC 6713 Quantitative Economics
AEC 6733 Econometric Analysis in Agriculture
Economics
AEC 8163 Consumers, Producers, and Markets 3
First Year, Spring Semester
AEC 8621 Research Seminar || 1
AEC 8143 Agricultural Production Economics 3
AEC 8123 Market Organization and Structure 3
AEC 8403 Game Theory &
Other Requirements
AEC 8233 Applied Welfare and Environmental 3
Economics
AEC 8843 Survey Design and Experimental 3
Economics
AEC 7000 Directed Individual Study in Agricultural 1-6
Economics and Agribusiness
Electives, if required to complete the 32-hour program of study 5
Total Hours 32-37

The curriculum is designed as a lock-step sequence of 26 hours of core
coursework. The non-thesis student must take from 1 to 6 Directed
Individual Study hours toward a research paper. Approved electives can
be used to meet the 32-hour requirement. A minimum of 15 hours at the
8000-level is required.

Master of Science in Agriculture with
Agricultural Economics Concentration -
Thesis

First Year, Fall Semester

AEC 8611 Research Seminar | 1
AEC 6713 Quantitative Economics

AEC 6733 Econometric Analysis in Agriculture 3

Economics

AEC 8163 Consumers, Producers, and Markets 3
First Year, Spring Semester

AEC 8403 Game Theory 3
AEC 8621 Research Seminar || 1
AEC 8143 Agricultural Production Economics 3
AEC 8123 Market Organization and Structure 3

Other Requirements

AEC 8233 Applied Welfare and Environmental 3
Economics

AEC 8843 Survey Design and Experimental 3
Economics

AEC 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Agricultural 6
Economics and Agribusiness

Total Hours 32

The curriculum is designed as a lock-step sequence of 26 hours of core
coursework. The thesis student must take at least 6 hours of AEC 8000
Thesis/Research. At least 12 hours of coursework, exclusive of the
thesis credits, must be 8000-level courses.

The thesis is completed under the supervision of the student's graduate
committee. Completion of the degree requires students to present

and defend their research work to the satisfaction of the Agricultural
Economics faculty.

Agricultural and Biological
Engineering

Department Head: Dr. Jonathan Pote

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Fei Yu

150 Agricultural Engineering Building

Box 9632

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3282

E-mail: abe_head@abe.msstate.edu (abe head@abe.msstate.edu)

Graduate study is offered in the Department of Agricultural and Biological
Engineering leading to the degree of Master of Science in Agriculture with
a concentration in Engineering Technology or a Doctor of Philosophy in
Agricultural Sciences with a concentration in Engineering Technology. A
Precision Agriculture Certificate is also offered.

Precision Agriculture Certificate

There is a need to train students in the broad array of precision
agriculture technologies. This certificate program complements

majors taught across College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS)
departments. This certificate features emerging technologies in decision-
based agricultural planning and implementation. The certificate requires
a minimum of 16 hours with at least 10 credit hours specific to Precision
Agriculture coursework and 6 additional hours of electives or optional
courses. Graduate requirements: PSS/ABE 2543 may be required as a
leveling course and graduates may need a combination of Option 1 and
Option 3 (below) to meet graduate credit requirements.

To obtain a Precision Agriculture Certificate, students are
required to complete the following 16 hours.

PSS 2543 Precision Agriculture | 3
or ABE 2543 Precision Agriculture |

PSS 4543 Precision Agriculture Il (or PSS 6543 or 3
ABE 4543/6543)

ECE 4411 Remote Sensing Seminar (or ECE 6411 or 1
FO 4411/6411 or GR 4411/6411 or PSS
4411/6411)

ABE 4000 Directed Individual Study in Agricultural 3

and Biological Engineering (or ABE 7000 or
PSS 4000/7000)



Option 1: Choose from the following. 6-8
ABE 6483/4483 Introduction to Remote Sensing

Technologies

or PSS Introduction to Remote Sensing Technologies
6483/4483
or ECE Introduction to Remote Sensing Technologies
6423/4423
ABE 3513 The Global Positional System and
Geographic Information Systems in
Agriculture and Engineering
FO 4471/6471 GIS for Natural Resource Management
Lab (and GIS for Natural Resource
Management)
FO 447216472 GIS for Natural Resource Management

PSS 4373/6373
GR 4303/6303
GR 3303

Option 2 (Community/Junior College AGT courses) : Any TWO 6-8
transfer courses from the following in a Precision Agriculture

Technology Concentration with the Postsecondary Agriculture

Business and Management Technology program

Geospatial Agronomic Management
Principles of GIS
Survey of Geospatial Technologies

AGT 1163 Introduction to Spatial Information Systems
AGT 2154 Geographic Information Systems |

AGT 1254 GPS Data Collection

AGT 2164 Variable Rate Technology

AGT 1354 Remote Sensing

AGT 2474 Site Specific Pest Management

OR Completion of the UAV Training Program courseork at Hinds
Community College

Option 3: Discipline Specific Electives 6-8
ABE 3413 Bioinstrumentation |
ABE 4163 Agricultural and Off-Road Machinery
Management
or ABE 6163  Machinery Management for Agro-Ecosystems
ABE 4263/6263  Soil and Water Management
ABE 4844/6844  Sustainable Communities
ABE 6423 Bioinstrumentation |
AEC 3413 Introduction to Food Marketing
AEC 3513 Economics of Food and Fiber Production
AEC 4113/6113  Agribusiness Firm Management
AEC 4133/6133  Analysis of Food Markets and Prices
AEC 4343/6343  Advanced Farm Management
BIO 4214 General Plant Physiology
EPP 3124 Forest Pest Management
EPP 4163/6163  Plant Disease Management
EPP 4214/6214  Diseases of Crops
EPP 4234/6234  Field Crop Insects
EPP 4263/6263  Principles of Insect Pest Management
FIN 3123 Financial Management
PSS 3301 Soils Laboratory
PSS 3303 Soils
PSS 3133 Introduction to Weed Science
PSS 4113/6113  Agricultural Crop Physiology
PSS 4313/6313  Soil Fertility and Fertilizers

Mississippi State University 45

PSS 4333/6333  Soil Conservation and Land Use
PSS 4343/6343  Controlled Environment Agriculture
PSS 4813/6813  Herbicide Technology

PSS 4823/6823  Turfgrass Weed Management

Admission Criteria

Prerequisites for admission into the graduate program include all the
general requirements of the Office of the Graduate School, completion
of the GRE general test and the submission of scores, and identification
of a departmental professor who is willing to serve as research director
for the master’s or Ph.D. project. International students must obtain a
TOEFL score of 550 PBT (79 iBT) or an IELTS (International English
Language Testing Systems) score of 6.5 or higher. Exceptions to these
requirements are considered on a case-by-case basis and require
approval of the Department Chair.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

Unsatisfactory performance in the graduate program in Agricultural and
Biological Engineering is defined as any of the following.

« Failure to maintain a 3.00 average GPA in attempted graduate
courses after admission to the program

* Agrade of U, D, |, or F in any one course

* More than two courses not exceeding 8 credit hours with a grade of C
* Failure of the research defense

» Unsatisfactory evaluation of a thesis

« Or failure of a required component of the program of study

Any one of these, or a combination of these, will constitute the basis for
review for possible dismissal. The graduate coordinator will review the
record, along with the student’s graduate committee, and take a final
course of action which will be immediate dismissal or the establishment of
a probationary period in which corrective action must take place. Appeal
of dismissal can be made by submitting a written appeal statement to

the department head. If the dismissal is upheld by the department upon
the student’s appeal, the student can then submit a written appeal to the
dean of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences.

The Department of Agricultural and Biological Engineering also offers
the Master of Science degree in Biological Engineering and Doctor of
Philosophy degree in Engineering; both programs are housed in the
College of Engineering. See program information in the James Worth
Bagley College of Engineering section of this publication.
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Master of Science in Agriculture with
Engineering Technology Concentration -
Thesis

ABE 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation in 20

Agricultural and Biological Engineering

ST 8114 Statistical Methods
Select one of the following: 1
ABE 8911 Agricultural and Biological Engineering
Seminar
ABE 8921 Agriculturual and Bio Engineering Seminar
ABE 8XXX Minimum of 12 hours in 8000-level or 12
higher courses
Graduate-level coursework 7
ABE 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Agricultural and 6
Biological Engineering
Total Hours 30

The Master of Science degree in Agriculture with a concentration in
Engineering Technology requires a minimum of 24 credit hours of
coursework beyond the baccalaureate degree. A thesis and an oral
comprehensive examination in defense of the thesis are required.
Once the student’s research plan has been established, the student is
required to present his/her research plan to the faculty in the form of a
departmental seminar.

Master of Science in Agriculture with
Engineering Technology Concentration -
Non-Thesis

ST 8114 Statistical Methods
Select one of the following: 1
ABE 8911 Agricultural and Biological Engineering
Seminar
ABE 8921 Agriculturual and Bio Engineering Seminar
Graduate-level coursework 25
Total Hours 30

The non-thesis option for the Master of Science in Agriculture with a
concentration in Engineering Technology requires a minimum of 30
credit hours of coursework with at least 15 hours at the 8000-level. The
major professor and graduate committee will determine specific course
requirements for the student’s program. The student must submit a
research paper.

Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural
Sciences with Engineering Technology
Concentration

One of the following Seminars taken twice for 2 hours credit: 2
ABE 8911 Agricultural and Biological Engineering
Seminar
ABE 8921 Agriculturual and Bio Engineering Seminar
ABE 7000 or other ABE graduate courses 6
ST 8114 Statistical Methods

Other graduate coursework (8000-level: at least 50% of 48 hours) 36

Total Hours 68

Doctoral students are required to complete a minimum of 68 degree
program hours including 20 hours of research beyond the baccalaureate
degree. A preliminary examination, a dissertation, and an oral
examination in defense of the dissertation are required. Once the
student’s research plan has been established, the student is required to
present his/her research plan to the faculty in the form of a departmental
seminar.

Animal Nutrition

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Jamie Larson
4024 Wise Center

Box 9815

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-0040

E-mail: j.larson@msstate.edu

An Interdisciplinary Curriculum

The graduate program in Animal Nutrition is an interdepartmental
curriculum leading to a Master of Science in Agriculture with a
concentration in Animal Nutrition or a Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural
Sciences with a concentration in Animal Nutrition. The student selects
course offerings from Animal and Dairy Sciences; Poultry Science;

Food Science, Nutrition, and Health Promotion; Wildlife, Fisheries and
Aquaculture; and Biochemistry.

Master of Science in Agriculture with
Concentration in Animal Nutrition

Admission Criteria

Prerequisites for admission include a bachelor’'s degree in Animal, Dairy
or Poultry Sciences; Food Science, Nutrition, and Health Promotion;
Fisheries or Aquatic Science; Biological or Physical Science with an
adequate background in chemistry. A minimum of 3.00 quality point
average on a 4.00 scale is required. The quality point average can be
based on either overall undergraduate degree work or the last two years
(60 semester hours) of undergraduate work. Any request for Graduate
Record Examination (GRE) test scores is dependent upon the faculty
member who will serve as the thesis director (major professor), but the
GRE score is not an Animal Nutrition graduate program requirement. A
statement of purpose and letters of recommendation are required of all
applicants.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific



requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural
Sciences with Concentration in Animal
Nutrition

Admission Criteria

Prerequisites for admission include a master's degree. A minimum

of 3.00 quality point average on a 4.00 scale is required for all post-
baccalaureate courses. Any request for Graduate Record Examination
(GRE) scores is dependent upon the faculty member who will serve as
the thesis director (major professor), but the GRE score is not an Animal
Nutrition graduate program requirement. A statement of purpose and
letters of recommendation are required of all applicants.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by the
University and the graduate program for Animal Nutrition for admission to
graduate study may be granted admission as a degree-seeking graduate
student with provisional status. The student must have as his or her
initial objective advancement to regular status. A provisional student
must receive a 3.00 GPA for the first 9 hours of graduate-level courses
on his or her program of study taken at Mississippi State University
(courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in
Unclassified status cannot be used to satisfy this requirement) in order to
achieve regular status. If a 3.00 is not attained, the provisional student
shall be dismissed from graduate study.

Master of Science in Agriculture with
Animal Nutrition Concentration

BCH 6603 General Biochemistry 3
BCH 6613 General Biochemistry &
ST 8114 Statistical Methods 4
ST 8214 Design and Analysis of Experiments 4
Research/thesis 6
Graduate-level coursework 10
Total Hours 30

At least 12 hours of coursework must be at the 8000-level.

The Master of Science degree requires a thesis defense. The Animal
Nutrition program does not offer a non-thesis M.S. degree.

A minor is not required but, if selected, an additional 12 hours of credit
and a committee member from the minor area are required. A graduate
program of study should be submitted and approved by the student’s
graduate committee and graduate coordinator by the end of the first
semester of graduate study. The graduate committee should be
composed of the major professor and at least two committee members,
one of whom should be a member of the Animal Nutrition graduate
faculty. Additional committee members may be included at the discretion
of the major professor.
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Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural
Sciences with Animal Nutrition
Concentration

The doctoral program in Agricultural Sciences/Animal Nutrition has no
course requirements; however, BCH 6603, BCH 6613, ST 8114, and
ST 8214 are required if they were not completed during the student’s
master‘s degree. Additionally, a language or research skill requirement, a
preliminary/comprehensive examination, and a final dissertation defense
are required. The research skill requirement requires the student to
demonstrate a technical proficiency in a research skill not directly or
routinely related to his or her research area. This proficiency may be
demonstrated by successful completion of six hours of credit (examples
include 6 hours of statistics excluding ST 8114 and ST 8214; 6 hours
in computer science; 6 hours in a research area excluding minor or
required courses; directed individual study courses) approved by the
student’s graduate committee and is not part of the program of study.
A minor is not required, but if a minor is selected it must consist of
a minimum of 12 hours of graduate credit, and a committee member
from the minor area is required. A graduate program of study should
be submitted and approved by the student’s graduate committee and
graduate coordinator by the end of the first semester of graduate study.
The graduate committee should be composed of at least four members
including the major professor who must be a full member of the graduate
Animal Nutrition faculty, one other member of the graduate Animal
Nutrition faculty, and two additional members, one of whom must be from
the minor field if a minor is selected. The other may be from outside the
major area.

Animal Physiology

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Scott Willard, Interim
201 Bost

Box 9760

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-0233

Email: swillard@cals.msstate.edu

An Interdisciplinary Program

The graduate program in Animal Physiology is an interdisciplinary
curriculum leading to a Master of Science in Agricultural Life Sciences
with a concentration in Animal Physiology and/or Doctor of Philosophy
degree in Life Sciences with a concentration in Animal Physiology.

Course offerings are from several departments including, but not
exclusively, Animal and Dairy Sciences; Basic Science (College of
Veterinary Medicine); Biochemistry and Molecular Biology; Biological
Sciences; Entomology and Plant Pathology; Poultry Science; and
Wildlife, Fisheries and Aquaculture. The program of study is developed
by the student and his/her major professor with the approval of the
student’s graduate program committee. Specific courses vary depending
on the needs of the student. A limited number of assistantships are
available to qualified applicants.

Admission Criteria

Prerequisites for admission include a bachelor’s or master's degree in
animal, dairy or poultry science; human sciences; wildlife; fisheries or
aquatic science; biological or physical science; or a doctor of medicine or
veterinary medicine degree with an adequate background in chemistry.
A minimum 3.00 overall grade point average (GPA) on a 4.00 scale is
required. A student who has not fully met the requirements stipulated
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by the University and the program for admission (i.e., students with
2.50 to 2.99 GPA) may be granted admission to the Animal Physiology
program with provisional status. The Graduate Record Exam (GRE)

is not required for admission, but applicants are required to attempt

the GRE. A paper-based (PBT) TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign
Language) of 575 (84 iBT) or an IELTS (International English Language
Testing Systems) score of 7.0 or better is required of all international
applicants. Letters of recommendation are required of all applicants.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance and Continuous
Enrollment

An overall GPA of 3.00 is required for graduation. To be eligible for
the preliminary/comprehensive examination, a graduate student must
maintain an overall B average in all graduate courses attempted

after admission to the program. Continuous enrollment in the Animal
Physiology program is dependent upon satisfactory evaluation of
academic performance and progress toward the completion of the
respective research degrees. A student will be recommended for
dismissal if he/she receives more than two grades of C or any grade
below a C in courses taken for credit.

Master of Science in Agricultural Life
Sciences with Animal Physiology
Concentration

Two hours from the following: 2
PHY 8811 Animal Physiology Seminar
PHY 8841 Animal Physiology Seminar
8000-level coursework 12
PHY 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Animal 6
Physiology
Additional graduate-level coursework 10
Total Hours 30

A thesis defense is required.

M.S. candidates are required by the Animal Physiology program to submit
a written proposal of the intended research area during the first year

of the graduate program, in addition to the submission of an annual
progress report of research, teaching, and/or extension and service
activities of the thesis work.

The Animal Physiology program does not offer a non-thesis M.S. degree.

Other course requirements may include BCH 6603 and/or BCH 6613 and
ST 8114 or equivalents.

A minor is not required but if selected an additional 9 hours of credit is
required and a committee member from the minor area is required.

A graduate program of study should be submitted and approved by the
student’s graduate committee and graduate coordinator by the end of
the first semester of graduate study. The graduate committee should be
composed of the major professor and two committee members, one of
whom should be a member of the Animal Physiology graduate faculty
and the other may be a minor professor. Additional committee members
may be included at the discretion of the major professor.

Doctor of Philosophy in Life Sciences
with Animal Physiology Concentration

The Ph.D. in Animal Physiology requires a minimum of three academic
years beyond the B.S. degree; the number of hours will vary as
determined by the student and major professor. The student is required
to take at least 3 hours of PHY 8811 and PHY 8841.

Ph.D. candidates are required by the Animal Physiology program to
submit a written proposal of the intended research area during the first
year of the graduate program, in addition to the submission of an annual
progress report of research, teaching, and/or extension and service
activities of the dissertation work. For a Ph.D. candidate, a written and
oral preliminary/comprehensive examination will be administered by

the student’s graduate committee in accordance with Graduate School
guidelines prior to the submission of defense of dissertation research.

The preliminary/comprehensive examination must be attempted by the
end of the fifth semester of the program.

Other course requirements may include BCH 6603, BCH 6613, ST 8114,
and ST 8214 or equivalents.

A minor is not required, but if a minor is selected an additional 12 hours
of graduate credit is required and a committee member from the minor
area is required.

A program of study should be submitted and approved by the student’s
graduate committee and graduate coordinator by the end of the

first semester of graduate study. If a minor is selected, the graduate
committee should be composed of at least five members including the
major professor, who must be a full member of the Animal Physiology
graduate faculty; at least two additional members of the Animal
Physiology graduate faculty and two additional members, one of whom
must be from the minor field; the other may be from outside the major
area. Additional committee members may be included at the discretion of
the major professor.

Animal and Dairy Sciences

Department Head: Dr. John Blanton
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Jamie Larson
4025 Wise Center

Box 9815

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-0040

E-mail: j.larson@msstate.edu

The Animal and Dairy Sciences program offers graduate study toward
the Master of Science (thesis and non-thesis options) in Agriculture



with a concentration in Animal Science and a Doctor of Philosophy in
Agricultural Sciences with a concentration in Animal and Dairy Science.
Master of Science and Doctor of Philosophy programs in Animal
Nutrition; Food Science; Animal Physiology; and Genetics are also
available through the interdepartmental programs (refer to the specific
interdepartmental programs elsewhere in the Graduate Catalog for
program-specific guidelines in addition to those listed here).

Admission Criteria

A minimum of 3.00 GPA and the GRE is required for all programs (Master
of Science thesis and non-thesis option and Doctor of Philosophy).
Individual faculty serving as major professors may have additional
requirements for students they advise. Therefore, it is advisable that
a prospective student contact faculty with whom he/she is interested in
working to determine if they have additional admission requirements (i.e.,
GRE score, etc.). An international applicant is required to have a TOEFL
(Test of English as a Foreign Language) score of 575 PBT (84 iBT) or an
IELTS (International English Language Testing Systems) score of 7.0 or
higher to be considered for admission.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. See Provisional
Admission Requirements (p. 4) in this Catalog.

Academic Performance

The Department of Animal and Dairy Sciences adheres to the academic
performance standards of the Graduate School and CALS. Students
are referred to these criteria for provisional admission (p. 4), contingent
admission (p. 21), academic performance (p. 4), and dismissal (http://
catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/academic-probation-
dismissal-appeal) policies.

To graduate, the student must complete all University and degree
program requirements listed in the Graduate Catalog under which he/she
began the program. A graduate student cannot graduate under any of the
following circumstances.

1. A GPA lower than 3.00 for all courses attempted for graduate credit
after admission to the degree program or

2. A grade of D or lower on the program of study or

3. More than two courses (not exceeding 9 credit hours) with a grade of
C or lower earned for all courses since admission into the program,k
including those outside the program of study* or

4. A U grade in thesis or dissertation research credit in the final
semester or

5. A grade of | (Incomplete) on his/her transcript.

*NOTE: The original grade for a course that is retaken will not be included
in the 8 hours. However the original grade is included as part of the
calculation of the GPA. See the Course Course Retake Policy (p. 7)
section for additional details.

No graduate courses with pass/fail credit are accepted as part of a
graduate program. Grades of pass/fail are not awarded at MSU and
cannot be transferred to MSU.

A GPA of 3.00 on the minor coursework is required for students
completing a minor.
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Stipends

Students who have not met the requirements for full admission to their
degree program are not eligible to receive an assistantship. Students
with a GPA less than 3.00 or who have been admitted on a provisional/
probationary status are not eligible to receive an assistantship. Graduate
assistantships provide students a salary for 20 hours of work per week
which is NOT part of their own research. These 20 hours per week

may be spent on research, teaching, and/or service. The student is

also expected to complete work toward their his or her own research IN
ADDITION TO their assistantship duties.

Master of Science in Agriculture with
Animal Sciences Concentration - Thesis

The program of study is developed by the student and his/her major
professor with approval by the student’s graduate committee in
accordance with Graduate School policy and must include core courses
as specified below. In addition to the Graduate School requirements for
a master’s graduate committee, the department requires that at least two
committee members must be from the Department of Animal and Dairy
Sciences.

For the master's degree in Agriculture with a concentration in Animal
Science or the PhD degree in Agriculture with a concentration in Animal
and Dairy Sciences, the student must have completed or will be required
to complete in addition to the graduate coursework, 9 credit hours (4000
level or above) of animal/dairy sciences courses. These 9 credit hours
must include at least one course in breeding, nutrition, or reproduction
and at least one course in a species-specific production system. All
students are expected to demonstrate a working knowledge of the Animal
and Dairy Sciences field. Opportunities to meet this expectation include:
audit additional animal sciences courses (below 4000 level), serve

as a teaching assistant for Introduction to Animal Science, or attend
departmental journal clubs. Students not holding a degree in Animal or
Dairy Sciences (or related field) will be required to do at least one of the
above, as directed by the major advisor.

Graduate Seminar 2
ADS 8111, ADS 8121, or ADS 8131 are suggested courses.)

Statistics 8
(ST 8114 and ST 8214 are suggested courses.)

Biochemistry 3

(ADS 8333, BCH 6013, BCH 6603, or BCH 6613 are
suggested courses.)

ADS 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Animal and 6
Dairy Sciences

Graduate level coursework * 11

Total Hours 30

At least 12 hours of coursework must be taken at the 8000 level.

M.S. thesis candidates are required by the Department of Animal and
Dairy Sciences to submit a written proposal of the intended research
area during the first year of the graduate program, in addition to the
submission of an annual progress report of research, teaching, extension
and service activities, and a final written and oral presentation of the
thesis work.
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Master of Science in Agriculture with
Animal Sciences Concentration - Non-
Thesis

The program of study is developed by the student and his/her major
professor with approval by the student’s graduate committee in
accordance with Graduate School policy and must include core courses
as specified below. In addition to the Graduate School requirements for
a master’s graduate committee, the department requires that at least two
committee members must be from the Department of Animal and Dairy
Sciences.

For the master's degree in Agriculture with a concentration Animal
Science, the student must have completed or will be required to complete
in addition to the graduate coursework, 9 credit hours (4000 or above) of
animal/dairy sciences courses. These 9 credit hours must include at least
one course in breeding, nutrition, or reproduction and at least one course
in a species-specific production system. All students are expected to
demonstrate a working knowledge of the Animal and Dairy Sciences field.
Opportunities to meet this expectation include: audit additional animal
sciences courses (below 4000 level), serve as a teaching assistant for
Introduction to Animal Science, or attend departmental journal clubs.
Students not holding a degree in animal or dairy sciences (or related
field) will be required to do at least one of the above, as directed by the
major advisor. Any undergraduate courses would not be included in the
program of study.

The non-thesis student is required to complete 30 hours of coursework
as approved by his/her graduate committee. Some Directed Individual
Study courses, numbered at the 7000-level, may be approved to meet
the 8000-level course requirement. Not more than 6 hours of graduate
credit may be earned in Directed Individual Study courses. Students will
also have to complete a scholarly activity, participate in research projects,
and develop a scholarly document focused on the subject area.

Graduate Seminar 2
(ADS 8111, ADS 8121, or ADS 8131 are suggested courses.)

Statistics 8
(ST 8114 and ST 8214 are suggested courses.)

Biochemistry 3

(ADS 8333, BCH 6013, BCH 6603, or BCH 6613 are
suggested courses.)

Directed Individual Study 3
Graduate-level coursework * 14
Total Hours 30

At least 15 hours of coursework must be taken at the 8000 level.

Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural
Sciences with Animal and Dairy Science
Concentration

The program of study is developed by the student and his/her major
professor with approval by the student's graduate committee in
accordance with Graduate School policy and must include core courses
as specified below. In addition to the Graduate School requirements

for a Ph.D.'s graduate committee, the department requires that at least
two committee members be from the Department of Animal and Dairy
Sciences.

Completion of a Ph.D. requires substantial academic work in the field

or program of interest beyond the bachelor's level and includes both
formal coursework and research (dissertation credit hours). Mississippi
State University requires doctoral students earn at least 54 hours of
graduate credit beyond the bachelor's level, which includes a required 20
hours of dissertation credits. Of the 54 hours, at least 24 must be from
GPA-graded graduate coursework with a minimum of 12 credit hours at
the 8000 level or higher (excluding dissertation research credits), and

at least 20 dissertation research credits. The remaining 10 hours can

be earned with coursework credits, dissertation/research credits, or a
combination of both. A student could be required to take additional hours,
including dissertation credit hours, as well as permit previous graduate
degree coursework in the field to contribute to that total. Program of study
courses must be approved by the student's committee. A student may

be required to take an ESL, LSK, or undergraduate course, but these
courses or audited courses cannot be included on a program.

For the Ph.D. degree in Agriculture with a concentration Animal and
Dairy Sciences, the student must have completed or will be required to
complete in addition to the graduate coursework, 9 credit hours (4000
level or above) of animal/dairy sciences courses. These 9 credit hours
must include at least one course in breeding, nutrition, or reproduction
and at least one course in a species-specific production system. All
students are expected to demonstrate a working knowledge of the Animal
and Dairy Sciences field. Opportunities to meet this expectation include:
audit additional animal sciences courses (below 4000 level), serve

as a teaching assistant for Introduction to Animal Science, or attend
departmental journal clubs. Students not holding a degree in Animal or
Dairy Sciences (or related field) will be required to do at least one of the
above, as directed by the major advisor.

Ph.D. candidates are required by the Department of Animal and

Dairy Sciences to submit a written proposal of the intended research
area during the first year of the graduate program, in addition to the
submission of an annual progress report of research, teaching, extension
and service activities, and a final written and oral presentation of the
dissertation work.

For a Ph.D. candidate, an oral and written preliminary/comprehensive
examination will be administered by the student’s graduate committee
in accordance with Graduate School policy prior to the submission or

defense of dissertation research.

Graduate Seminar 3
(ADS 8111, ADS 8121, or ADS 8131 are suggested courses.)
ADS 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation in 20

Animal and Dairy Sciences

GPA-graded graduate coursework at at least 12 hours at the 21
8000 level or higher L
Electives * 10

(Can be graded coursework and/or dissertation credits)

Total Hours 54

Beyond the B.S. degree

Biochemistry, Molecular Biology,
Entomology, and Plant Pathology

Department Head: Dr. Jeffrey Dean
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Kenneth Willeford
445 Dorman Hall



Box 9655

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-2651

E-mail: kwilleford@bch.msstate.edu

The department offers graduate study leading to the Master of Science

in Agricultural Life Sciences with a concentration in Biochemistry,
Entomology, or Plant Pathology; the Doctor of Philosophy in Molecular
Biology; the Doctor of Philosophy in Life Sciences with a concentration

in Biochemistry, Entomology, or Plant Pathology. The department also
participates in interdisciplinary programs leading to the following degrees.

« Master of Science in Agricultural Life Sciences with a concentration in
Animal Physiology or Genetics

« Master of Science in Agriculture with a concentration in Animal
Nutrition

¢ Doctor of Philosophy in Life Sciences with concentrations in Animal
Physiology or Genetics

« Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural Sciences with a concentration in
Animal Nutrition

Admission Criteria

Prerequisites for admission include a bachelor’s or master’s degree in a
physical or life science with a strong background in the program discipline
of interest (biochemistry, molecular biology, entomology, or plant
pathology). A graduate screening committee, composed of members of
the Biochemistry, Molecular Biology, Entomology, and Plant Pathology
faculty, screens all applicants. Final acceptance into a graduate program
is contingent upon the availability of a suitable major professor. A
minimum 2.75 overall grade point average on a 4.00 scale is required

for admission. The GRE general test and the scored results are required
elements of a completed submission package. International students are
required to have a TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) score
of 500 PBT (61 iBT) or an IELTS (International English Language Testing
Systems) score of 5.5 (non-English speaking international students).

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

Maintenance of an overall GPA of 3.00 or greater is expected for
students enrolled in M.S. or Ph.D. programs in the department. The
student is allowed only two Cs. Any third C or the first grade below C (a D
or F) is grounds for dismissal.

Approved "Programs of Study" are provided below. Students should
develop programs of study with their major professor and graduate
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committee as Graduate Coordinator consent. If substitutions are made
for required courses, these must be documented on the program of study
form.

Master of Science in Agricultural
Life Sciences with Biochemistry
Concentration - Thesis

BCH 6603 General Biochemistry (prerequisite) 3

BCH 6613 General Biochemistry (prerequisite) 3

BCH 6414 Protein Methods 4

BCH 6804 Molecular Biology Methods * 4

BCH 8654 Intermediary Metabolism ! 4

BCH 8101 Seminar 2 2

Graduate-level coursework 4

BCH 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Biochemistry, 6

Molecular Biology, Entomology and Plant
Pathology

Total Hours 30

! Students completing the split-level BCH core courses at MSU at
the 4000-level are exempt from these classes and other approved
courses will be substituted in consultation with the major professor
and the student’s graduate committee, and a final oral examination.

2 All students are required to present two seminars; the first usually in
the second semester in residence (e.g., proposal topic) and one on
the final research results.

At least 12 hours of coursework must be taken at the 8000 level.

Master of Science in Agricultural

Life Sciences with Biochemistry

Concentration - Non-Thesis

BCH 6603 General Biochemistry (prerequisite) 3

BCH 6613 General Biochemistry (prerequisite) 3

BCH 6414 Protein Methods 4

BCH 6804 Molecular Biology Methods £ 4

BCH 8654 Intermediary Metabolism 1 4

BCH 8101 Seminar 2 2

Graduate-level coursework 10

BCH 7000 Directed Individual Study in Biochemistry, 3

Molecular Biology, Entomology and Plant
Pathology g
Total Hours 33

! Students completing the split-level BCH core courses at MSU at

the 4000-level are exempt from these classes and other approved
courses will be substituted in consultation with the major professor
and the student’s graduate committee, and a final oral examination.

All students are required to present two seminars; the first usually in
the second semester in residence (e.g., proposal topic) and one on
the final research project.

The research paper will be the equivalent of a research literature
review and will be reviewed by the student’s committee.

At least 15 hours of coursework must be taken at the 8000 level.
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Master of Science in Agricultural Life
Sciences with Entomology or Plant
Pathology Concentration

Coursework at 8000-level or higher 12
Other graduate-level coursework 10
EPP 8111 Seminar

EPP 8121 Seminar

EPP 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Entomology

and Plant Pathology

Total Hours 30

Doctor of Philosophy in Life Sciences
with Biochemistry Concentration

Baccalaureate Degree to Ph.D.

BCH 6603 General Biochemistry (prerequisite) 3
BCH 6613 General Biochemistry (prerequisite)
Select one of the following: 3-4
BCH 6414 Protein Methods
BCH 6623 Biochemistry of Specialized Tissues
BCH 8633 Enzymes
BCH 8654 Intermediary Metabolism ! 4
or BCH 6804 Molecular Biology Methods
BCH 8101 Seminar 2 2
BCH 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation 20
in Biochemistry,Molecular
Biology,Entomology and Plant Pathology
Enrichment courses 3 12
Additional graduate-level courses 12-13
Total Hours 60

! Or equivalent BCH or Life Science-related coursework; students

completing the split-level BCH core courses at MSU at the 4000-level
are exempt from these classes, and other approved courses will be
substituted in consultation with the major professor and the student’s
graduate committee.

2 The first formal seminar should be within the first 1.5 years the
student is in residence. The final seminar will be a presentation of the
final research results of the student.

3

It is recommended that the doctoral program include enrichment
courses to be approved by the graduate committee. The enrichment
program would consist of 12 course credits or equivalent special
projects or directed individual study related to the specific interests
and needs of the student.

This program requires a minimum of 40 credit hours of coursework and at
least 20 research hours above the baccalaureate degree (60 hours total)
for students entering with only a baccalaureate degree.

Doctor of Philosophy in Life Sciences
with Biochemistry Concentration

Master of Science Degree to Ph.D.

BCH 6603
BCH 6613

General Biochemistry (prerequisite) 3
General Biochemistry (prerequisite) 8

Select one of the following: 3-4
BCH 6414 Protein Methods
BCH 6623 Biochemistry of Specialized Tissues
BCH 8633 Enzymes
BCH 8654 Intermediary Metabolism 4
or BCH 6804 Molecular Biology Methods
BCH 8101 Seminar 2 2
BCH 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation 20

in Biochemistry,Molecular

Biology,Entomology and Plant Pathology

]

Enrichment courses 12

Total Hours 47

! Or equivalent BCH or Life Science-related coursework; students

completing the split-level BCH core courses at MSU at the 4000-level
are exempt from these classes, and other approved courses will be
substituted in consultation with the major professor and the student’s
graduate committee.

The first formal seminar should be within the first 1.5 years the
student is in residence. The final seminar will be a presentation of the
final research results of the student.

It is recommended that the doctoral program include enrichment
courses to be approved by the graduate committee. The enrichment
program would consist of 12 course credits or equivalent special
projects or directed individual study related to the specific interests
and needs of the student.

Students entering the program with an M.S. degree have a required
minimum of 40 hours past that degree utilizing a combination of
coursework and research hours (with a minimum of 20 hours of
research/dissertation).

Doctor of Philosophy in Molecular
Biology

Baccalaureate Degree to Ph.D.

BCH 6603 General Biochemistry (prerequisite) 1
BCH 6613 General Biochemistry (prerequisite) c
Select one of the following: 2 3-4
BCH 6414 Protein Methods
BCH 6713 Molecular Biology
BCH 8643 Molecular Genetics
BCH 8654 Intermediary Metabolism 2
BCH 8101 Seminar 2
BCH 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation 30
in Biochemistry,Molecular
Biology,Entomology and Plant Pathology
Enrichment Courses * 12
Total Hours 57-58

Or equivalent.

Or equivalent BCH or Life Science-related coursework; students
completing the split-level BCH core courses at MSU at the 4000-
level are exempt from these classes, and other approved courses
would be substituted in consultation with the major professor and the
student’s graduate committee.



The first formal seminar should be within the first 1.5 years the
student is in residence. The final seminar will be a presentation of the
final research results of the student.

It is recommended that the doctoral program include enrichment
courses to be approved by the graduate committee. The enrichment
program would consist of 12 course credits or equivalent special
projects or directed individual study related to the specific interests
and needs of the student. Such enrichment courses or technical
proficiencies could include (but are not limited to) statistics,
biocomputing, electron microscopy, plant transformation, tissue
culture, production of monoclonal antibodies, etc.

The Molecular Biology Ph.D. degree is primarily a research degree.
However, a minimum of 30-40 hours of coursework and 30 hours of
research beyond the B.S. degree are required. A student entering the
program with a master’s degree will be required to take 30-40 hours
past that degree. The courses shall come from the offerings of the
department and from supporting programs. If the student desires a
specific minor, 12 hours should be in that field. The selection of courses
is left to the student in consultation with the major professor and graduate
committee.

The student’s Ph.D. graduate committee will consist of a total of at least
five members with at least three of these members from the department
faculty. The student will submit a research proposal to the committee. No
time limit is imposed, but it is suggested that the proposal be submitted
within the first 1.5 years. The student will have yearly reviews with the
graduate committee. The student is expected to produce publishable
research.

The student must pass written and oral preliminary examinations dealing
with his/her program of study. A student not passing the preliminary
exams on a second attempt will be given the option of completing

the research required for an M.S. (provided the coursework is also
adequate). The student must pass a final oral defense of the dissertation
upon completion of the research program.

Doctor of Philosophy in Molecular
Biology

Master of Science Degree to Ph.D.

A student entering the program with a master’s degree will be required

to take 30-40 hours past that degree. The courses shall come from the
offerings of the department and from supporting programs. If the student
desires a specific minor, 12 hours should be in that field. The selection of
courses is left to the student in consultation with the major professor and
graduate committee.

The student must pass written and oral preliminary examinations dealing
with his/her program of study. A student not passing the preliminary
exams on a second attempt will be given the option of completing

the research required for an M.S. (provided the coursework is also
adequate). The student must pass a final oral defense of the dissertation
upon completion of the research program.

Doctor of Philosophy in Life Sciences
with Entomology Concentration

EPP 8111 Seminar
EPP 8121 Seminar
Enrichment courses ! 12
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Additional graduate-level coursework 46

Total Hours 60

! It is recommended that the doctoral program include enrichment

courses to be approved by the graduate committee. The enrichment
program would consist of 12 course credits or equivalent special
projects or study areas related to the specific interests and needs of
the student.

This program requires 60 credit hours of coursework above the
baccalaureate degree.

The student’'s Ph.D. graduate committee will consist of a total of at least
five members with at least three of these members from the department
faculty. The student will submit a research proposal to the committee.

The student must pass written and oral preliminary examinations dealing
with his/her program of study. A student not passing the preliminary
exams on a second attempt will be given the option of completing

the research required for an M.S. (provided the coursework is also
adequate). The student must pass a final oral defense of the dissertation
upon completion of the research program.

Doctor of Philosophy in Life Sciences
with Plant Pathology Concentration

EPP 8111 Seminar
EPP 8121 Seminar
Enrichment courses * 12
Additional graduate-level coursework 46
Total Hours 60

! It is recommended that the doctoral program include enrichment

courses to be approved by the graduate committee. The enrichment
program would consist of 12 course credits or equivalent special
projects or study areas related to the specific interests and needs of
the student.

This program requires 60 credit hours of coursework above the
baccalaureate degree.

The student’s Ph.D. graduate committee will consist of a total of at least
five members with at least three of these members from the department
faculty. The student will submit a research proposal to the committee.

The student must pass written and oral preliminary examinations dealing
with his/her program of study. A student not passing the preliminary
exams on a second attempt will be given the option of completing

the research required for an M.S. (provided the coursework is also
adequate). The student must pass a final oral defense of the dissertation
upon completion of the research program.

Food Science, Nutrition, and
Health Promotion

Department Head and Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Marion W. Evans,
Jr.

105 Herzer Building

Box 9805

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-5508
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Fax: 662-325-8728

E-mail: Department Head: mwe59@msstate.edu
E-mail: Graduate Coordinator: mwe59@msstate.edu
Website: http://www.fsnhp.msstate.edu/

Graduate study is offered in the Department of Food Science, Nutrition
and Health Promotion leading to a Master of Science degree in Food
Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion with concentrations in Food
Science and Technology; Nutrition; or Health Promotion. The Doctor of
Philosophy degree in Food Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion is
also offered through this department with concentrations in Food Science
and Technology or Nutrition.

Graduate assistantships may be available. For information, contact the
graduate coordinator at the address above or visit the departmental
website.

Admission Criteria

General regular admission requirements for the department are as
follows.

1. Baccalaureate (four-year degree) for entry into the M.S. program and
60 credit hours beyond a baccalaureate degree for admission to the
Ph.D. program if a master's degree has not been earned.

¢ Nutrition concentrations require an overall 3.00 GPA in
undergraduate study for entry into the M.S. degree program and
a 3.00 GPA for all master's coursework if applying to the Ph.D.
program.

* Food Science and Technology concentrations require a 2.75 GPA
but a 3.00 is preferred. Typically, a 2.75 GPA requires provisional
admittance.

« The Health Promotion concentration requires a 2.75 GPA but a 3.00
is preferred. Typically, a 2.75 GPA requires provisional admittance.

2. Standardized testing is required.

* The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) must be taken prior to
acceptance, and the scores will be accepted for up to five years from
the date of the examination. Retaking the exam may be required if
this time period has lapsed.

« English proficiency is required for non-English speakers. Some
international students may be exempt based on country of origin.

TOEFL Paper-based score: 550 or better
TOEFL Internet-based (iBT): 79 or better
IELTS: 6.5 or better

3. Contingent admission may be granted on the recommendation of the

Graduate Faculty and Graduate Coordinator. The following criteria apply.

« Contingent admission may be allowed when an applicant meets the
regular admission requirements but scores less than the minimum
on any English profeciency tests. Contingency is dependent on
taking one semester of English as a Second Language (ESL course)
followed by a technical writing course at Mississippi State University.
Successful completion of both will result in regular admission status
once proof is received by the Graduate School.

Contingent admission may be allowed when an applicant has a
borderline academic background that may require leveling courses to
strengthen the overall academic foundation of the applicant.

4.Provisional admission may be granted to an applicant who has not
fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by the University for regular
admission. The provisionally-admitted student is eligible for a change

to regular status after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of
graduate courses at Mississippi State University (with no grade lower
than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate courses must be within the
student's Program of Study. Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or
credits earned while in Unclassified status cannot be used to satisfy this
requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained, the provisional student shall be
dismissed from the graduate program. Academic departments may set
higher standards for students to fulfill provisional requirements; a student
admitted with provisional status should contact the graduate coordinator
for the program’s specific requirements. While in the provisional
status, a student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Master of Science in Food Science,
Nutrition and Health Promotion

Food Science and Technology Concentration

In 1983 the Board of Trustees of Institutions of Higher Learning
designated Mississippi State University (MSU) as the flagship university
for a food science program in the state of Mississippi. The designation
basically stated that MSU would be the only university in the state with
such a program. A student may work toward a Master of Science in
Food Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion with a concentration in
Food Science and Technology by selecting courses from Food Science,
Nutrition and Health Promotion and allied areas such as biochemistry,
microbiology, animal and dairy sciences, and other disciplines. Faculty,
staff members, and facilities of the cooperating departments are utilized.
A Bachelor of Science in Food Technology, Food Science, or related
areas will be considered to meet the prerequisites for study toward an
advanced degree. Students from other disciplines may be required to
take leveling courses generally not to exceed 15 semester hours.

Nutrition Concentration

A Master of Science degree in Food Science, Nutrition and Health
Promotion with a concentration in Nutrition is offered by selecting
courses in Food Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion; Statistics; and
Biochemistry.

The Dietetic Internship is an innovative, post-baccalaureate program
designed to prepare interns for rewarding careers in traditional and
non-traditional roles. Interns complete the requirements for the Dietetic
Internship and 6 hours of coursework in Food Science, Nutrition and
Health Promotion with an emphasis in nutrition. The MSU Dietetic
Internship Program provides hands-on experience in various clinical
research, food service management, community nutrition, and nutrition
education activities that registered dietitians encounter. Interns work with
faculty, site coordinators, and preceptors in outpatient clinics, various
inpatient settings, community settings, classrooms, and other locations
as they build skills and broaden their understanding of modern dietetics.

Upon completion of the internship, a graduate is prepared for the
Registration Examination of the Commission on Dietetic Registration and
successful entry-level practice. Students may also pursue a M.S. degree
at the same time.

The Mississippi State University Dietetic Internship Program is currently
granted accreditation by:

The Commission on Accreditation for Dietetics Education of the American
Dietetic Association
120 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 2000



Chicago, IL 60606-6995
(312) 899-0040, ext. 5400

Dietetic interns must be admitted to graduate studies at MSU. For
additional information contact the Dietetic Internship Program Director,
Box 9805, Mississippi State, MS 39762-9805 or visit the departmental
website: http://www.fsnhp.msstate.edu/.

Health Promotion Concentration

A Master of Science degree in Food Science, Nutrition and Health
Promotion with a concentration in Health Promotion is available. This
program is designed to equip students for careers as public health
educators, health promotion specialists, and health scientists. Graduates
from this program will be trained for careers in school health, public
health, worksite, and/or violence and injury prevention. Graduates

can sit for the Certified Health Education Specialists exam, offered by
the National Commission on Health Education Credentialing (http://
www.nchec.org/health-education-credentialing).

Admission Criteria

A minimum of a 2.75 GPA (undergraduate work) is required for graduate
work if accrued over a four-year average. If accrued over a two-year
period, a 3.00 GPA is required. Applicants must take the Graduate
Record Examination (GRE). International students are required to have
a minimum TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) score of
550 PBT (79 iBT) or an IELTS (International English Language Testing
Systems) score of 6.5.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Doctor of Philosophy in Food Science,
Nutrition and Health Promotion

A Doctor of Philosophy degree is offered within the Department of Food
Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion with concentrations in Food
Science and Technology or Nutrition. Graduate assistantships may be
available. To secure additional information, please contact the Graduate
Coordinator at mwe59@msstate.edu.

Food Science and Technology Concentration

A student pursing the Ph.D. degree in Food Science, Nutrition and Health
Promotion with a concentration in Food Science and Technology selects
courses from Food Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion and allied
areas such as biochemistry, microbiology, animal and dairy sciences, and
other disciplines. Faculty, staff members, and facilities of the cooperating
departments are utilized. A Master of Science in Food Technology, Food
Science, or related areas will be considered to meet the prerequisites
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for study towards a doctorate. Students from other disciplines may be
required to take leveling courses generally not to exceed 15 semester
hours.

Nutrition Concentration

A student pursing the Ph.D. degree in Food Science, Nutrition and
Health Promotion with a concentration in Nutrition selects courses in
Food Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion and in Biochemistry and
Statistics. A Master of Science in Nutrition or Health Promotion will be
considered to meet the prerequisites for study towards a doctorate. A
student from other disciplines may be required to take leveling courses
generally not to exceed 15 semester hours.

Admission Criteria

For regular admission to the Ph.D. program in Food Science, Nutrition
and Health Promotion, an applicant must have a minimum grade point
average of 2.75 (undergraduate) if accrued over a four-year average. If
accrued over a two-year period, a 3.00 grade point average is required.
An applicant must have a minimum grade point average of 3.00 on

M.S. work. In addition, the applicant must submit Graduate Record
Examination (GRE) verbal, quantitative, and writing scores. International
students are required to have a minimum TOEFL (Test of English as a
Foreign Language) score of 550 PBT (79 iBT) or an IELTS (International
English Language Testing Systems) score of 6.5.

Master's General Requirements

If a minor is approved, at least 9 hours of coursework in the area are
required. The program of study should be submitted and approved by the
student’s graduate committee and graduate coordinator by the end of the
first semester of graduate study.

The graduate committee should be composed of the major professor

and at least two other committee members. The committee must be
composed of a majority in the student’s concentration (FST, NTR, HP). A
committee member from the minor area (if a minor is sought) is required.

A degree candidate must be thoroughly familiar with the literature in the
field of major interest, must show the relation of the special subject to
allied subjects, and the level of general knowledge and training, including
the use of oral and written communication. At the conclusion of research
(if required in that concentration), the student will present her/his research
work in the form of a seminar to an open audience and the committee as
part of the examination requirements.

Master of Science in Food, Science, Nutrition
and Health Promotion with Food Science and
Technology Concentration - Thesis

Graduate-level coursework 24
Biochemistry
Statistics
Seminar
Food Chemistry (FNH 6243) .
Food Microbiology (FNH 6414) £
Food Preservation (FNH 6583) 1

FNH 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Food Science, 6

Nutrition and Health Promotion

Total Hours 30
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Courses required unless taken in the undergraduate program.

The Master of Science in Food Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion
with a Food Science and Technology concentration requires a minimum
of 30 hours of graduate credit (Including 6 hours of research/thesis), a
research thesis, and a final defense. At least 12 hours of coursework
must be taken at the 8000-level.

The courses are to be determined by the major professor and graduate
committee and approved by the committee and the graduate coordinator.

Applicants with knowledge in one or more of these areas may be
exempt from some course requirements if their academic record confirms
successful previous work.

Master of Science in Food, Science, Nutrition
and Health Promotion with Nutrition
Concentration - Thesis

BCH XXXX Two graduate-level Biochemistry courses ! 6

Graduate-level statistics course 2 3-4

Other graduate-level coursework 15

FNH 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Food Science, 6
Nutrition and Health Promotion

Total Hours 30-31

BCH 6603 is one example of a course that fulfills this requirement.

ST 8114, Kl 8313, EPY 6214, and AELC 9583 are examples of
courses that fulfill this requirement.

2

The Master of Science in Food Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion
with a Nutrition concentration requires a minimum of 30 hours of graduate
credit (including 6 hours of research/thesis), a research thesis, and a final
defense. Atleast 12 hours of coursework must be taken at the 8000-
level.

A graduate program of study should be submitted and approved by the
student’s graduate committee and graduate coordinator by the end of
the first semester of graduate study. The graduate committee should be
composed of the major professor and at least two committee members.

Master of Science in Food, Science, Nutrition
and Health Promotion with Health Promotion
Concentration - Thesis

FNH 8513 Theory and Practice of Health Education 3

FNH 8523 Health Promotion Techniques 3

FNH 8553 Behavioral Epidemiology 3

FNH 8613 Design and Administration of Health 3
Promotion Programs

FNH 8653 Implementation and Evaluation of Health 3
Promotion Programs

Graduate-level electives 12

FNH 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Food Science, 6
Nutrition and Health Promotion

Total Hours 33

The Master of Science degree in Food Science, Nutrition and Health
Promotion with a Health Promotion concentration requires a minimum
of 33 hours of graduate credit. At least 12 hours of coursework must be
taken at the 8000-level.

A thesis committee, consisting of the student’s major professor and two
other graduate faculty members, must be established.

Master of Science in Food, Science, Nutrition
and Health Promotion with Health Promotion
Concentration - Non-Thesis

FNH 8513 Theory and Practice of Health Education 3

FNH 8523 Health Promotion Techniques 3

FNH 8553 Behavioral Epidemiology 3

FNH 8613 Design and Administration of Health 3
Promotion Programs

FNH 8653 Implementation and Evaluation of Health 3
Promotion Programs

FNH 8563 Principles of Epidemiology and Health 3
Science Research

K1 8313 Interpretation of Data in Kinesiology (or 3
equivalent) !

FNH 8673 Applied Projects for Certified Health 3
Education Specialists 2

Graduate-level electives 9

Total Hours 33

' EPY6214isan example of an equivalent course.

2 Designed to help future practitioners develop program assessment,

development, implementation and evaluation skills consistent with
those required by the Certified Health Education Specialist (CHES)
exam and licensure.

The Master of Science degree in Food Science, Nutrition and Health
Promotion with a Health Promotion concentration requires a minimum of
33 hours of graduate credit. At least 15 hours of coursework must be
taken at the 8000-level.

The student develops, in cooperation with his/her major professor, a
program of study during the first semester. All students must successfully
complete comprehensive examinations before being awarded the degree
of Master of Science in Food Science, Nutrition and Health Promotion
with a Health Promotion concentration. The student must be within

6 hours of graduation, have completed all core courses, and have a

3.00 GPA after admission to the program to apply for comprehensive
examinations.

Doctor of Philosophy General
Requirements

The minimum number of coursework hours for a Ph.D. student

varies according to the specific requirements of the department and

the student’s needs but usually requires a minimum of 60 hours

of coursework beyond the B.S. degree. In establishing the Ph.D.
candidate’s program, the graduate committee assists the student in
arranging his/her major and may specify a minor as well. When required,
a minor in a doctoral program requires at least 12 hours of graduate
coursework in the chosen discipline. A committee member from the minor
area is required.



Doctor of Philosophy in Food Science,
Nutrition and Health Promotion, Food
Science and Technology Concentration

Students must demonstrate competence in at least, but not limited to,
the following areas: Food Microbiology, Food Chemistry, Nutrition, Food
Processing, Statistics (beyond Statistical Methods), and Biochemistry
(decided by graduate committee).

Doctor of Philosophy in Food Science,
Nutrition and Health Promotion, Nutrition
Concentration

Students must demonstrate competence in at least but not limited to
the following areas: Nutrition, Nutritional Assessment, Biochemistry,
Statistics, and Research Methods.

Great reliance is placed on the student’s graduate committee

and especially the major professor to develop a program of study
commensurate with the goals and background of the student while
maintaining the standards of the department.

A Ph.D. candidate must demonstrate mastery of a particular field of
knowledge, the techniques of research, and of the correlation of his/

her specialty with the larger areas of knowledge, especially those

directly related to his/her own field of interest. At the conclusion of the
dissertation research, the student will present his/her research in the form
of a seminar to an open audience and to the committee as part of the
examination requirement.

Genetics

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Scott Willard, Interim
201 Bost

Box 9760

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-0233

E-mail: swillard@cals.msstate.edu

An Interdisciplinary Curriculum

An opportunity is offered to the student who wishes to work toward

a degree in Genetics. MSU offers a Master of Science degree in
Agricultural Life Sciences with a concentration in Genetics and a Doctor
of Philosophy in Life Sciences with a concentration in Genetics. The
Genetics program is an interdisciplinary curriculum which utilizes the staff
and facilities available in the various departments and colleges. A wide
array of plant and animal material is available for genetic investigation.
The student’'s complete program will be formulated in the department of
his/her choice. Courses contributing to the major in genetics are listed
below.

Admission

Minimum required TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) score
of 500 PBT (61 iBT) or an IELTS (International English Language Testing
Systems) score of 5.5. A written cooperative agreement with a major
advisor prior to admission is essential.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
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a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

A candidate for a degree must average B or higher on all courses
attempted for graduate credit after admission to the program. No grade
under C will be accepted for graduate credit; thus, a student will be
terminated if he or she obtains more than two grades below a C in
courses taken for graduate credit or fails to obtain a C or better in

any repeated course. With the approval of the graduate coordinator
and the college dean, a student may retake one course per degree
except for those approved for repeated credit (e.g. internships, special
topics, individual studies, thesis, dissertation, etc.). Both courses will
remain on the permanent transcript and both grades will be computed
in final averages. This policy applies to all courses (even those not

on the program of study) taken as a graduate student related to a
specific program. Repeated courses must be taken at Mississippi State
University. No additional program credit hours will be generated from a
repeated course.

Prerequisite

Individuals with a Bachelor of Science in the biological or physical
sciences will be considered.

The students planning a major or minor in genetics should select the
GNS prefix for each course when applicable.

Master of Science in Agricultural Life
Science with Genetics Concentration -
Thesis

Graduate-level coursework with at least 12 credits at the 8000- 24
level

Thesis 6
Total Hours 30

A comprehensive exam in addition to the coursework and thesis is
required for completion of this degree.

Master of Science in Agricultural Life
Science with Genetics Concentration -
Non-Thesis

A comprehensive exam and 30 total hours of coursework are required for
the non-thesis degree. with at least 15 hours at the 8000-level. Specific
courses and a graduate seminar class may be required as part of the

6 additional course credits in the non-thesis option as specified by the
graduate committee.
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Doctor of Philosophy in Life Sciences
with Genetics Concentration

Written preliminary and oral comprehensive examinations, a dissertation,
and coursework designated by the student’s graduate committee,
including 20 Research/Dissertation hours, are required for the doctor’s
degree.

School of Human Sciences

Director: Dr. Michael Newman

120 Lloyd Ricks

Box 9745

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2950

E-mail: humansci@humansci.msstate.edu

The School of Human Sciences offers graduate degrees in the following
programs and also offers a Gerontology Certificate.

< Agricultural Education with concentrations in Leadership and
Communication (M.S.)

« Agricultural Sciences with a concentration in Agricultural Extension
Education (Ph.D.)

« Fashion Design and Merchandising with concentrations in Design &
Product Development and Merchandising (M.S.)

* Human Development & Family Studies (M.S. and Ph.D.)

Agricultural and Extension
Education

Department Head and Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Michael Newman
120 Lloyd-Ricks-Watson Building

Box 9745

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2950

E-mail: mnewman@humansci.msstate.edu

The Agricultural Education, Leadership, and Communication program in
the School of Human Sciences offers graduate programs leading to the
following degrees.

1. Master of Science in Agricultural and Extension Education with a
concentration in Teaching or Leadership

2. Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural Science with a concentration in
Agricultural and Extension Education

Admission Criteria - Master of Science
Degree

To obtain admission to the master's program, the applicant must meet
all the general requirements of the Office of the Graduate School.
Specifically, an applicant must:

* Meet all MSU Graduate School requirements for admission.

* Complete the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), with scores
competitive with other applicants (recommended).

* Have an upper-division undergraduate grade point average of 2.75
(approximately last 60 undergraduate hours).

» Provide the names and e-mail addresses of three individuals
who can provide a letter of recommendation. These letters of

recommendation will attest to the applicant's academic performance
and potential ability to successfully complete gradeuate degree
requirements.

Write a statement of purpose (500-1,000 words) describing the
applicant's purpose for undertaking graduate study, including
professional plans and career goals.

International non-native speakers of English must submit TOEFL or
IELTS scores indicative of ability to successfully complete graduate
work (see International Admission requirements in this catalog).

A student applying to the Master of Science degree in Agricultural and
Extension Education in the teacher certification concentration must

have an undergraduate degree in an agriculturally-related field and
submit GRE scores. The student must qualify for admission to teacher
education by presenting an ACT score of 21 (SAT equivalent of 860) with
no sub-score below 18, or by obtaining at least the following scores:

Pre-Professional Skills Test (PPST)

Subject Score
Reading 156
Writing 162
Mathematics 150

Admission Criteria - Doctor of Philosophy

To obtain admission to the master's program, the applicant must meet
all the general requirements of the Office of the Graduate School.
Specifically, an applicant must:

Meet all MSU Graduate School requirements for admission.

Complete the Graduate Record Examination (GRE), with scores
competitive with other applicants.

Have earned a bachelor's, master's, or doctoral degree from an
accredited college or university.

Have at least a 3.00 grade point average on previous graduate
coursework.

Provide the names and e-mail addresses of three individuals

who can provide a letter of recommendation. These letters of
recommendation will attest to the applicant's academic performance
and potential ability to successfully complete gradeuate degree
requirements.

Write a statement of purpose (500-1,000 words) describing the
applicant's purpose for undertaking graduate study, including
professional plans and career goals.

International non-native speakers of English must submit TOEFL or
IELTS scores indicative of ability to successfully complete graduate
work (see International Admission requirements in this catalog).

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status



should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

Unsatisfactory performance is defined as failure to maintain a B average
in graduate courses attempted after admission to the program, a grade of
U, D, or F in any course, more than two grades below a B, failure of the
preliminary/comprehensive examination, an unsatisfactory evaluation of a
thesis or dissertation, failure of the research defense, or any other failure
of a required component on one’s program of study. Any one of these

or a combination of these will constitute the basis for the termination of a
student’s graduate study in a degree program.

Upon the recommendation of the major professor or the graduate
coordinator and the college dean, a student whose academic work

is unsatisfactory at any period during a given semester or term will

be forced to withdraw from a graduate program. A student forced to
withdraw can appeal to the department faculty. If upheld by the faculty,
then the student can submit a written appeal to the Director of the School
of Human Sciences. If upheld there, the student may appeal to the Dean
of the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences. See Academic Dismissal
Appeal Procedure in this catalog.

Master of Science in Agricultural and
Extension Education with Leadership
Concentration - Thesis

Core Courses

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

or AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension Education
Programs
Graduate-level electives including a required statistics course 9
AELC 8403 Directing Learning Experience in
Agricultural and Extension Education
AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education
AELC 8413 Methods of Planned Change in Agricultural 3
and Extension Education
AELC 8801 Graduate Professional Seminar in 1
Agricultural and Extension Education
AELC 8263 Public Relations in Agricultural & Extension 3
Education
or AELC 8203 Advanced Communications in Agricultural and
Extension Education
Thesis
AELC 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Agricultural and 6
Extension Education
Total Hours 31

Master of Science in Agricultural and
Extension Education with Leadership
Concentration - Non-Thesis

Core Courses

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

or AELC 8703
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Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension Education

Programs

AELC 8403 Directing Learning Experience in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8413 Methods of Planned Change in Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

AELC 8801 Graduate Professional Seminar in 1
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8263 Public Relations in Agricultural & Extension 3
Education

or AELC 8203 Advanced Communications in Agricultural and

Extension Education

Graduate-level coursework

AELC 8100 Creative Component Project in Agricultural
and Extension Education

Total Hours 31

The remaining courses in the leadership concentration may be a

combination of approved electives or those courses to comprise a minor.

A faculty member from the minor area should also be a member of the

student’s graduate committee.

Master of Science in Agricultural and

Extension Education with Teaching

Concentration - Thesis

Core Courses

EDX 8173 Special Education in the Regular 3
Classroom

EPY 6033 Application of Learning Theories in 3
Educational and Related Settings

or AELC 8693 Philosophical Foundations of Agriculture and

Extension Education

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8403 Directing Learning Experience in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 6113 Methods of Teaching Agriscience

AELC 6403 Development of Youth Programs

AELC 6703 Experiential Learning Programs in
Agriculture

AELC 8603 Teaching Internship in AEE |

AELC 8613 Teaching Internship in AEE I

AELC 8801 Graduate Professional Seminar in
Agricultural and Extension Education

Thesis

AELC 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Agricultural and 6
Extension Education

Total Hours 34

A student who chooses to complete a thesis must pass a final thesis
defense and submit the thesis to complete degree requirements.
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Depending on the courses taken at the undergraduate level, a student in
the teaching concentration may be required to take 3-6 additional hours
of prerequisite coursework.

Faculty in Agricultural Information Science and Education must approve
substitutions for any of the above courses.

Master of Science in Agricultural and
Extension Education with Teaching
Concentration - Non-Thesis

Core Courses

EPY 6033 Application of Learning Theories in 3

Educational and Related Settings

or AELC 8693 Philosophical Foundations of Agriculture and

Extension Education

EDX 8173 Special Education in the Regular 3
Classroom

AELC 6113 Methods of Teaching Agriscience 3

AELC 6403 Development of Youth Programs 3

AELC 6703 Experiential Learning Programs in 3
Agriculture

AELC 8100 Creative Component Project in Agricultural 6
and Extension Education

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8603 Teaching Internship in AEE | 3

AELC 8613 Teaching Internship in AEE I

AELC 8801 Graduate Professional Seminar in 1
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8403 Directing Learning Experience in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

Total Hours 34

A student who chooses to complete a Creative Component Project must
pass the final defense of the Creative Component and complete an oral
comprehensive examination over all coursework completed.

Depending on the courses taken at the undergraduate level, a student in
the teaching concentration may be required to take 3-6 additional hours
of prerequisite coursework.

Faculty in Agricultural Information Science and Education must approve
substitutions for any of the above courses.

A student must have earned at least a 3.00 GPA on coursework taken on
the program to be eligible to enroll in AIS 8603 and AIS 8613 (teaching
internship). An Application for Admission to Student Teaching form
must be submitted to the Director of Clinical/Field Based Instruction
one semester prior to student teaching. The student must submit

the minimum Praxis Il — Principles of Learning and Teaching: Grades
7-12 (PLT) score as required by the Mississippi State University
College of Education to meet graduation requirements and to the
Mississippi Department of Education to obtain licensure. To be eligible
for graduation, students must have a 3.00 GPA after completion of all
coursework and internships.

To secure a Mississippi educator’s license, the student must request
that ETS send a copy of his or her score on the Principles of Learning
and Teaching (PLT) to Mississippi State University (Code R1480) or to

MSU Meridian (Code R3336). It is imperative that the student retains the
originals of test scores in a safe place.

In accordance with statutory provisions, the Mississippi Department of
Education, Jackson, Mississippi, has adopted the rules and regulations
on issuing and renewing teaching licenses, which are set forth in
Guidelines for Mississippi Educator Licensure, July 1999. The licensure
program is applicable to all teacher licenses. Satisfactory completion

of any teaching curriculum offered by the College of Education will
enable the graduate to apply for teaching licensure in Mississippi, but this
institution can neither waive any licensure requirements nor authorize
substitutions for mandatory courses. Mississippi State University has
submitted and received approval for its programs. Consequently, a
student who plans to transfer from another university or college to the
College of Education should consult with the Director of Clinical/Field-
Based instruction or an advisor in the College of Education to ascertain
the general education, professional educational, and specialized
education courses which must be completed to obtain a teaching license
in the field or fields of his or her choice. Since teacher licenses are
issued by the Mississippi Department of Education only, and not by the
teacher education institutions, applications for licensure and original test
scores must be filed with the Mississippi Department of Education by the
applicant. Information concerning teacher licensure can be obtained from
the Office of Clinical/Field-Based Instruction and Outreach.

Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural
Sciences, Agricultural and Extension
Education Concentration

Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8593 Historical Foundations of Agricultural and 3
Extension Education

AELC 8693 Philosophical Foundations of Agriculture 3
and Extension Education

AELC 8243 Administration and Supervision in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8513 Volunteer Development in Agricultural and 3
Extension Education

AELC 8413 Methods of Planned Change in Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

Other AELC credits 15-21

Statistics, Research, and Evaluation

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs

AELC 9583 Analysis and Interpretation of Data in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education
Research

EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational g
Research

EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological 4
Statistics

Minor or Supporting Area

Graduate-level coursework 12-18

Electives

Graduate-level coursework 0-12

Dissertation



AELC 9000 Dissertation Research/Dissertation in 20

Agricultural and Extension Education

Total Hours 78-102

The minimum requirement for the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree is
the completion of 90 semester hours of graduate credit on an approved
program of study above the bachelor’'s degree. This 90-hour requirement
can be partially met by previous graduate coursework.

Students must pass a written and an oral comprehensive examination
in both the major and minor/supporting area. To be eligible for the
preliminary/comprehensive examination, a graduate student must have
a 3.00 GPA on all graduate courses taken after admission to the degree
program. Students must also pass the final dissertation examination.

The student’s graduate committee supervises the dissertation and
examinations.

Health Promotion Emphasis

Ph.D. students in Agricultural and Extension Education may select an
emphasis in health promotion by taking courses in the Food Science,
Nutrition, and Health Promotion Department's Health Promotion
curriculum. These courses must be approved by the Health Promotion
graduate coordinator. This program is designed to equip students for
careers as public health educators, health promotion specialists, and
health scientists. Students in this emphasis may sit for the Certified
Health Education Specialist exam offered by the National Commission
on Health Education Credentialing (www.nchec.org) when they have
successfully completed at least 25 hours in the Health Promotion area.

Fashion Design and
Merchandising

Department Head: Dr. Michael Newman
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Catherine Black
118 Lloyd-Ricks Watson Building

Box 9745

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2950

Email: cblack@humansci.msstate.edu

The School of Human Sciences offers the Master of Science degree in
Fashion Design and Merchandising (FDM) with two concentrations: (1)
Design & Product Development and (2) Merchandising. FDM is based on
an interdisciplinary approach to understand design, product development,
fashion businesses, consumer behavior, and related industries in the
context of fashion culture in society. It encompasses specialty areas

in fashion design, product development, consumer behavior, textiles,
historic costume, merchandising, and international trade. Graduates will
become future leaders in the global fashion complex--textile, apparel,
and retail industries--and promote the economic development of industry
sectors that increase the quality of life for people around the world.
Graduates will also advance research and policy in areas related to

the fashion complex to broaden the effects of academic application of
research in practice, as well as governmental actions on the fashion
complex. This degree is designed to provide students with an in-depth
understanding of the fashion and retail industry, consumer behavior,
product development, business principles, and technology applications.
Students select a concentration in one of two areas: Design and Product
Development or Merchandising.
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Admission Requirements

An individual must have a valid admission status in the Office of the
Graduate School to secure enroliment. Admission to graduate study

is limited to the pursuit of requirements for the degree and the field of
study as specified in the student's application and statement of purpose.
Qualified applications for the FDM graduate program are expected to
have interests and goals that are consistent with the department's faculty
expertise and interests, as well as course offerings. Once all application
materials have been submitted, applicants should contact the FDM
graduate coordinator at 662-325-2950 to schedule an interview with
members of the FDM graduate faculty. To accommodate international
applicants, interviews can be conducted using distance technology.
Admission decisions are based on a holistic consideration of the
applicant's credentials.

For international, non-native speakers of English, a TOEFL score
indicative of ability to successfully complete graduate work is required.
See English Language Test Score Requirements in the MSU Graduate
Catalog for more information.

Master's Admission Requirements

* Meet all MSU Graduate School requirements for admission

Have earned a baccalaureate degree in FDM or a related field

Submit Graduate Record Examination (GRE) scores competitive with
other applicants

Submit three letters of recommendation, with at least two of the
letters coming from individuals familiar with the applicant's academic
work

Submit a sole-authored writing sample and/or creative portfolio

Submit a personal statement (500-1,000 words) describing the
applicant's purpose for undertaking graduate study, professional
plans, career goals, and detailed research interests

For those applicants not possessing a B.S. in Fashion Design and
merchandising, admission will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
If accepted, those students will be required to complete leveling courses
from the FDM undergraduate core curriculum.

Design and Product Development:

* FDM 1533 Basic Apparel Construction
* FDM 2524 Textiles for Apparel

» FDM 2593 Product Development Il

* FDM 4343 Patternmaking and Design

Merchandising:

» FDM 2524 Textiles for Apparel
» FDM 4533 Merchandise Planning and Buying

Instructions for Writing Sample/Creative
Portfolio

Applicants to the master's program are asked to submit a sole-

authored writing sample in English or creative digital portfolio so that the
admission's committee may assess the applicant's ability as a writing/
designer, potential for success in the graduate program, and ability to do
research and present it in written/visual form. The minimum length of the
writing sample is five (5) pages, but the sample should not exceed 25
pages. The writing sample should be presented in APA style (title page,
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headers, references, etc.). The digital portfolio should be a minimum of
10 pages and the file size should not exceed 2 GB showcasing work
completed by the individual in the past five years. Examples of possible
writing samples include, but are not limited to, papers from past courses,
journal articles, or some written work product, such as a manual or
technical report. Examples of possible creative work completed include,
but are not limited to, original creative apparel designs, concept/trend
boards, fashion illustrations and/or technical sketches. The writing sample
or creative digital portfolio should be e-mailed as an attachment to
mhunt@grad.msstate.edu.

Coursework

The master's degree in FDM requires 31-32 hours of coursework and has
a thesis and a non-thesis option. A specialization will require 9 hours of
coursework completed in one of the areas at the master's level.

Financing Your Graduate Education

Although the School of Human Sciences does have a limited number of
assistantship opportunities, students are responsible for making their own
arrangements for financing their graduate studies. For information about
financial aid options and/or to complete a Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA), visit http://www.sfa.msstate.edu.

Careers

A professional with a M.S. degree in Fashion Design and Merchandising
is prepared for a career as a merchandiser, buyer, trend forecaster,
sales/e-commerce representative, retail manager, fashion entrepreneur,
fashion designer, product developer, technical designer, stylist, sourcing
agent, and many other options within the global fashion industry.
Students learn real-world application through lab experiences in settings
that align with the students' career goals.

The Design and Product Development concentration explores the
creative and product development aspects of the fashion and retail
industry from trend innovation and concept to an end-use product and
beyond. Coursework prepares students to conduct in-depth research and
analysis in a variety of fields such as creative design, technical design,
design processes, and related creative industries.

The Merchandising concentration explores the business and product
development aspects of the fashion and retail industry from finalized
design to the end use by consumers and beyond. Coursework prepares
students to conduct in-depth research and analysis in a variety of fields
such as merchandising, buying, international trade, fashion business, and
retail operations.

Master of Science in Fashion Design and
Merchandising with a concentration in
Design and Product Development - Thesis
Option

Required Courses

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 8
and Extension Education

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

HDFS 6424 Teaching Methods in Agricultural and 3-4

Human Sciences
or AELC 8403 Directing Learning Experience in Agricultural and

Extension Education

HS 6513 Social-Psychological Aspects of Clothing ! 3

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies

FDM 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Fashion Design 6
and Merchandising

Design and Product Development Concentration

FDM 6343 Pattern Making and Design 3

FDM 6593 Creative Design Techniques 3

FDM 6733 Computer-Aided Design for Fashion 3

Total Hours 31-32

Or Restricted Elective (3) if HS 6513 taken at the undergraduate
level, with approval of major professor and graduate

committee. Restricted Electives may include 6000-8000 level
graduate courses in programs related to the individual student's
course of study. Examples may include the College of Business

or Arts &Sciences. The major professor will provide direction for
options, with approval from the student's graduate committee. It is
the responsibility of the student to obtain permission from respective
departments and instructors.

Master of Science in Fashion Design and
Merchandising with a concentration in
Design and Product Development - Non-
Thesis Option

Required Courses

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural g
and Extension Education

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

HDFS 6424 Teaching Methods in Agricultural and 3-4

Human Sciences

or AELC 8403 Directing Learning Experience in Agricultural and

Extension Education

HS 6513 Social-Psychological Aspects of Clothing . 3
HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and

Family Studies
FDM 7000 Directed Individual Study in FDM

Design and Product Development Concentration Courses 2

FDM 6343 Pattern Making and Design

FDM 6593 Creative Design Techniques
FDM 6733 Computer-Aided Design for Fashion
Total Hours 31-32

! Or Restricted Electives (9) if courses were taken at undergraduate

level.

Restricted Electives may include 6000-8000 level graduate courses
in programs related to the individual's student's course of study.
Examples may include the College of Business or Arts & Sciences.
The major professor will provide direction for options, with approval
from the student's graduate committee. It is the responsibility of

the student to obtain permission from respective departments and
instructors.



Master of Science in Fashion Design and
Merchandising with a concentration in
Merchandising - Thesis Option

Required Courses

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 8
and Extension Education

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

HDFS 6424 Teaching Methods in Agricultural and 3-4

Human Sciences

or AELC 8403 Directing Learning Experience in Agricultural and

Extension Education

HS 6513 Social-Psychological Aspects of Clothing 1 3

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies

FDM 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Fashion Design 6
and Merchandising

Merchandising Concentration 9

Restricted Electives

Total Hours 31-32

! Or Restricted Electives (3) if above course taken at undergraduate

level.

Restricted Electives may include 6000-8000 level graduate courses
in programs related to the individual student's course of study.
Examples may include the College of Business or Arts & Sciences.
The major professor will provide direction for options, with approval
from the student's graduate committee. It is the responsibility of

the student to obtain permission from respective departments and
instructors.

Master of Science in Fashion Design and
Merchandising with a concentration in
Merchandising - Non-Thesis Option

Course List
Required Courses

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

HDFS 6424 Teaching Methods in Agricultural and 3-4

Human Sciences

or AELC 8403 Directing Learning Experience in Agricultural and

Extension Education

HS 6513 Social-Psychological Aspects of Clothing 3
HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies
FDM 7000 Directed Individual Study in FDM
Merchandising Concentration 2
FDM 6343 Pattern Making and Design
FDM 6593 Creative Design Techniques
FDM 6733 Computer-Aided Design for Fashion
Total Hours 31-32

Or Restricted Electives (3) is above course taken at undergraduate
level.
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Restricted Electives may include 6000-8000 level graduate courses
in programs related to the individual student's course of study.
Examples may include the College of Business or Arts & Sciences.
The major professor will provide direction for options, with approval
from the student's graduate committee. It is the responsibility of
the student to obtain permission from respective departments and
instructors.

Gerontology Certificate

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Joe Wilmoth
220-B Lloyd-Ricks-Watson Building

Box 9745

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-1799

E-mail: jwilmoth@humansci.msstate.edu

An Interdisciplinary Program

The graduate-level Gerontology certificate is a multidisciplinary approach
to provide students with current factual and theoretical data relating to
aging. The program is available both to degree and non-degree graduate
students. A certificate is awarded upon the completion of 9 hours of
specified coursework, 6 hours of approved electives, and 3 hours of
research or directed individual study. For those students earning the
certification in conjunction with an advanced degree in such disciplines
as sociology, psychology, counseling, etc., the program would also
constitute a gerontology concentration within the respective discipline.

For further information, contact Dr. Joe Wilmoth (p. 63).

Gerontology Certificate

HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology 3
Directed individual study/readings course in gerontology 1-3
Select three of the following: 9

PSY 6983 Psychology of Aging

SO 6413 Aging and Retirement in American Society

HDFS 6813 Adult Development: The Middle Years

COE 6713 Issues in Aging

COE 8813 Counseling Elderly Clients

SO 6433 Sociology of Death and Dying
Total Hours 13-15

Human Development and Family
Studies

Department Head: Dr. Michael Newman
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Tommy Phillips
201B Lloyd Ricks Watson Building

Box 9745

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-0655

E-mail: tom.phillips@msstate.edu

The School of Human Sciences offers both the Master of Science and
the Doctor of Philosophy in Human Development and Family Studies
(HDFS). Contact the Graduate Coordinator for more information
regarding admission requirements and curriculum.
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Human Development and Family Studies is an interdisciplinary approach
to the study of individual and family development in a variety of contexts
across the lifespan, from conception to later life. It encompasses
specialty areas in infant and child studies, youth studies, family studies,
family resource management, and gerontology.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies
Admission Requirements

An applicant for the Master of Science degree must meet the following
requirements.

Meet all MSU Graduate School requirements for admission
Have earned a baccalaureate degree in HDFS or a related field

Submit a Graduate Record Examination (GRE) score competitive
with other applicants

Submit three letters of recommendation, with at least two letters from
individuals familiar with applicant’s academic work

Submit a sole-authored writing sample (see instructions below)
Submit a personal statement (500-1,000 words) describing the
applicant's purpose for undertaking graduate student, including
professional plans, career goals, and detailed research interests

For international, non-native speakers of English, a TOEFL or IELTS
score indicative of ability to successfully complete graduate work is
required. See English-Language Requirements in the Admission section
of this publication for more information.

An overall undergraduate grade point average of 3.00 is preferred.
Students admitted provisionally must fulfill Graduate School provisional
admission requirements found in this publication. Qualified applicants
for the HDFS grade program are expected to have interests and goals
that are consistent with the department's faculty expertise and interests,
as well as course offerings. Admission decisions are based on a holistic
consideration of the applicant's credentials.

Instructions for Writing Sample: Applicants to the master's program are
asked to submit a sole-authored writing sample in English so that the
admissions committee may assess the candidate's ability as a writer,
potential success in the masters program, and ability to do research

and present it in written form. The minimum length of the sample is five
pages, but the same should not exceed 25 pages. The sample should be
presented in APA style (title page, headers, references, etc.). Examples
of possible writing samples include, but are not limited to, papers from
past courses, journal articles, or some written work product, such as a
manual or technical report.

Doctor of Philosophy in Human
Development & Family Studies

Admission Requirements

An applicant for the Doctor of Philosophy degree must meet the following
requirements.

¢ Meet all MSU Graduate School requirements for admission

« Have earned a baccalaureate degree in HDFS or a related field
» Have completed the following courses or their equivalents

¢ Meet all MSU Graduate School requirements for admission

* Have earned a baccalaureate degree in HDFS or a related field

* Have completed a minimum of 30 hours of master's level coursework
in HDFS or a related field

Have completed the following courses or their equivalents: AIS

8803 Research Methods; HS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human
Development and Family Relations; 3 hours of graduate-level
statistics; and HS 8813 Seminar in HDFS (contingent acceptance
may be granted for students to complete requires courses within one
calendar year)

Have earned a grade point average of 3.00 on all previous graduate
coursework

Submit a Graduate Record Examination (GRE) score competitive
with other applicants

Submit three letters of recommendation, with at least two of the
letters coming from individuals familiar with the applicant’'s academic
work

Submit a sole-authored writing sample (see instructions below)

Submit a personal statement (500-1,000 words) describing the
applicant’s purpose for undertaking graduate study, professional
plans, career goals, and detailed research interests

Complete an interview with members of the HDFS graduate faculty

For international, non-native speakers of English, a TOEFL score
indicative of ability to successfully complete graduate work is required.

See English Language Test Score Requirements in the Admission
section of this publication for more information.

Qualified applicants for the HDFS graduate program are expected to
have interests and goals that are consistent with the department's faculty
expertise and interests as well as course offerings. Once all application
materials have been submitted, applicants should contact the HDFS
graduate coordinator at 662-325-0655 or tom.phillips@msstate.edu to
schedule an interview with members of the HDFS graduate faculty. To
accommodate international applicants, interviews can be conducted
using distance technology. Admission decisions are based on a holistic
consideration of the applicant's credentials.

Admission to the master's program does not automatically mean that a
student will enter the doctoral program; a student completing the master’s
degree must reapply through the Office of the Graduate School for
admission to the doctoral program.

Instructions for Writing Sample: Applicants to the doctoral program are
required to submit a sole-authored writing sample in English so that the
admissions committee may assess the candidate's ability as a writer,
potential success in the doctoral program, and ability to do research and
present it in written form. The minimum length of the writing sample is
five pages, but the sample should not exceed 25 pages. The sample
should be presented in APA style (title page, headers, references, etc.).
Examples of possible writing samples include, but are not limited to,
papers from past courses, journal articles, or some written work product,
such as a manual or technical report.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Infant and Child Focus)
- Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies
HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3

Development and Family Relations



EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Agricultural and 6

Extension Education
Focus Courses

HDFS 8113 Trends in Infant and Child Development 3
Select 6 hours from the following:
HS 6883 Risk, Resilience and Preventive
Interventions
COE 8913 Counseling Children
EDE 9420 Research Practicum in Early Childhood
Education
EPY 8293 Cognitive and Affective Development
HDFS 6823 Development and Administration of Child
Service Programs
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
PSY 6713 Language and Thought
EDX 6353 Assistive Technology in Special Education
Total Hours 31

A thesis committee, consisting of the student’'s major professor and two
other graduate faculty members, must be established. A thesis defense
before the committee is required.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Infant and Child Focus)
- Non-Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 8
Family Studies

HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3
Development and Family Relations

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in S
Agricultural and Extension Education

HDFS 7000 Directed Individual Study in Human 6

Development and Family Science
Focus Courses

HDFS 8113 Trends in Infant and Child Development 3
Select 6 hours from the following: 6
HS 6883 Risk, Resilience and Preventive
Interventions
COE 8913 Counseling Children
EDE 9420 Research Practicum in Early Childhood
Education
EPY 8293 Cognitive and Affective Development
HDFS 6823 Development and Administration of Child

Service Programs
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HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
PSY 6713 Language and Thought
EDX 6353 Assistive Technology in Special Education
Total Hours 31

The student’'s major professor and two other graduate faculty members
will comprise the graduate committee. A final comprehensive oral
examination is required.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Youth Focus) - Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies

HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3
Development and Family Relations

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Agricultural and 6

Extension Education
Focus Courses

HDFS 8313 Contemporary Youth Issues
Select 6 hours from the following:
HS 6883 Risk, Resilience and Preventive
Interventions
HDFS 6873 Positive Youth Development
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
SO 6233 Juvenile Delinquency
SO 6333 Sociology of Sport
AELC 6403 Development of Youth Programs
Great Plains Consortium courses *
Total Hours 31

http://www.gpidea.org. See Transfer Credit in General Master’s
Degree Requirements section of this publication.

A thesis committee, consisting of the student’'s major professor and two
other graduate faculty members, must be established. A thesis defense
before the committee is required.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Youth Focus) - Non-
Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies

HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3
Development and Family Relations

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4
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AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

HDFS 7000 Directed Individual Study in Human 6

Development and Family Science
Focus Courses

HDFS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Science
Select 6 hours from the following: 6
HS 6883 Risk, Resilience and Preventive
Interventions
HDFS 6873 Positive Youth Development
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
SO 6233 Juvenile Delinquency
SO 6333 Sociology of Sport
AELC 6403 Development of Youth Programs
Great Plains Consortium courses *
Total Hours 31

The student’'s major professor and two other graduate faculty members
will comprise the graduate committee. A final comprehensive oral
examination is required.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Family Focus) - Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 8
Family Studies

HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3
Development and Family Relations

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Agricultural and 6

Extension Education
Focus Courses

HDFS 8413 Issues in Family Studies 3
Select 6 hours from the following:
HDFS 8423 Development in Intimate Relationships
COE 8303 Family Counseling Theory
HDFS 6313 Family Resource Management
HDFS 6333 Families, Legislation and Public Policy
HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology
HDFS 6803 Parenting
HDFS 6813 Adult Development: The Middle Years
HDFS 6843 Family Interaction
HDFS 6853 The Family: A Human Ecological
Perspective
HS 6883 Risk, Resilience and Preventive

Interventions

HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
SO 6223 Comparative Family Systems
Total Hours 31

A thesis committee, consisting of the student’'s major professor and two
other graduate faculty members, must be established. A thesis defense
before the committee is required.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Family Focus) - Non-
Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies

HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3
Development and Family Relations

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

HDFS 7000 Directed Individual Study in Human 6

Development and Family Science
Focus Courses

HDFS 8413 Issues in Family Studies
Select 6 hours from the following:
HDFS 8423 Development in Intimate Relationships
COE 8303 Family Counseling Theory
HDFS 6313 Family Resource Management
HDFS 6333 Families, Legislation and Public Policy
HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology
HDFS 6803 Parenting
HDFS 6813 Adult Development: The Middle Years
HDFS 6843 Family Interaction
HDFS 6853 The Family: A Human Ecological
Perspective
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
SO 6223 Comparative Family Systems
Total Hours 31

The student’'s major professor and two other graduate faculty members
will comprise the graduate committee. A final comprehensive oral
examination is required.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Family Resource
Management Focus) - Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies
HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3

Development and Family Relations



EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Agricultural and 6

Extension Education
Focus Courses

HDFS 6313 Family Resource Management 3
Select 6 hours from the following:

HDFS 6333 Families, Legislation and Public Policy

HDFS 6863 Consumer Aspects of Aging

HS 6323 Consumer Issues and Policy

HS 6683 Current Housing Problems of Families

HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and

Families

Great Plains Consortium courses *

Total Hours 31

A thesis committee, consisting of the student’s major professor and two
other graduate faculty members, must be established. A thesis defense
before the committee is required.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Family Resource
Management Focus) - Non-Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies

HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3
Development and Family Relations

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 8
Agricultural and Extension Education

HDFS 7000 Directed Individual Study in Human 6

Development and Family Science
Focus Courses

HDFS 6313 Family Resource Management
Select 6 hours from the following: 6
HDFS 6333 Families, Legislation and Public Policy
HDFS 6863 Consumer Aspects of Aging
HS 6323 Consumer Issues and Policy
HS 6683 Current Housing Problems of Families
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and

Families
) . 1
Great Plains Consortium courses

Total Hours 31

The student’s major professor and two other graduate faculty members
will comprise the graduate committee. A final comprehensive oral
examination is required.

Mississippi State University 67

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Gerontology Focus) -
Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and 3
Family Studies

HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3
Development and Family Relations

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics

AELC 8803 Applying Research Methods to Agricultural 3
and Extension Education

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in 3
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 8000 Thesis Research/Thesis in Agricultural and 6

Extension Education
Focus Courses

HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology
Select 6 hours from the following:
PSY 6983 Psychology of Aging
HDFS 6863 Consumer Aspects of Aging
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
SO 6413 Aging and Retirement in American Society
COE 6713 Issues in Aging
COE 8813 Counseling Elderly Clients
SO 6433 Sociology of Death and Dying
Total Hours 31

A thesis committee, consisting of the student’s major professor and two
other graduate faculty members, must be established. A thesis defense
before the committee is required.

Master of Science in Human Development
& Family Studies (Gerontology Focus) -
Non-Thesis

Requirements

HS 8813 Seminar in Human Development and g
Family Studies

HDFS 8823 Advanced Theories of Human 3
Development and Family Relations

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs

AELC 8503 Program Planning and Development in S
Agricultural and Extension Education

AELC 7000 Directed Individual Study in Agricultural 6

and Extension Education
Focus Courses

HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology
Select 6 hours from the following:

PSY 6983 Psychology of Aging

HDFS 6863 Consumer Aspects of Aging
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HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
SO 6413 Aging and Retirement in American Society
COE 6713 Issues in Aging
COE 8813 Counseling Elderly Clients
SO 6433 Sociology of Death and Dying
Total Hours 31

The student’s major professor and two other graduate faculty members
will comprise the graduate committee. A final comprehensive oral
examination is required.

Note: Courses may be substituted depending on student interest area
and course availability. Advisor approval will be required in advance.

At least 12 hours in the degree program, exclusive of thesis credits,
must be at the 8000 level. Approved HDFS 7000 Directed Individual
Study (DIS) credit hours count toward 8000-level requirements. No more
than 6 semester hours of graduate credit may be earned in DIS courses.

Students may transfer up to 6 semester hours of courses from other
accredited degree programs.

Doctor of Philosophy in Human
Development & Family Studies (Infant and
Child Focus)

Requirements

EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological 4
Statistics

AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs

EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational 8
Research

or AELC 9583 Analysis and Interpretation of Data in Agricultural

and Extension Education Research

Statistics course 3
HDFS 8833 Foundations of Human Development and
Family Studies
AIS 8523 Teaching Out-of-School Groups in 3
Agricultural Information Science and
Education
HDFS 6843 Family Interaction 8
HDFS 8853 Current Issues in Human Development and
Family Studies
HDFS 9000 Research and Dissertation in Human 20

Development and Family Science
Focus Courses

HDFS 8113 Trends in Infant and Child Development 8
Select 12 additional hours from the following: 12
HS 6883 Risk, Resilience and Preventive
Interventions
COE 8913 Counseling Children
EDE 9420 Research Practicum in Early Childhood
Education
EPY 8293 Cognitive and Affective Development
HDFS 6823 Development and Administration of Child

Service Programs

HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
PSY 6713 Language and Thought
EDX 6353 Assistive Technology in Special Education
Total Hours 60
The student must pass a written comprehensive exam prior to being
admitted to candidacy. A dissertation committee, consisting of the
student’s major professor and three other graduate faculty members,
must be established. A dissertation defense before the committee is
required.
Doctor of Philosophy in Human
Development & Family Studies (Youth
Focus)
Requirements
EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological 4
Statistics
AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs
EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational 3

Research

or AELC 9583
and Extension Education Research

Statistics course

Analysis and Interpretation of Data in Agricultural

HDFS 8833 Foundations of Human Development and
Family Studies
AIS 8523 Teaching Out-of-School Groups in 3
Agricultural Information Science and
Education
HDFS 6843 Family Interaction
HDFS 8853 Current Issues in Human Development and
Family Studies
HDFS 9000 Research and Dissertation in Human 20
Development and Family Science
Focus Courses
HDFS 8313 Contemporary Youth Issues 3
Select 12 additional hours from the following: 12
HS 6883 Risk, Resilience and Preventive
Interventions
HDFS 6873 Positive Youth Development
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
SO 6233 Juvenile Delinquency
SO 6333 Sociology of Sport
HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology
Total Hours 60

The student must pass a written comprehensive exam prior to being
admitted to candidacy. A dissertation committee, consisting of the
student’s major professor and three other graduate faculty members,
must be established. A dissertation defense before the committee is
required.



Doctor of Philosophy in Human
Development & Family Studies (Family
Focus)

Requirements

EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological 4
Statistics

AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs

EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational 8
Research

or AELC 9583 Analysis and Interpretation of Data in Agricultural

and Extension Education Research
Statistics course 3
HDFS 8833 Foundations of Human Development and

Family Studies

AlS 8523 Teaching Out-of-School Groups in 3
Agricultural Information Science and
Education
HDFS 6843 Family Interaction 8
HDFS 8853 Current Issues in Human Development and
Family Studies
HDFS 9000 Research and Dissertation in Human 20

Development and Family Science
Focus Courses

HDFS 8413 Issues in Family Studies 3
Select 12 hours from the following: 12
HDFS 8423 Development in Intimate Relationships
COE 8303 Family Counseling Theory
HDFS 6313 Family Resource Management
HDFS 6333 Families, Legislation and Public Policy
HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology
HDFS 6803 Parenting
HDFS 6813 Adult Development: The Middle Years
HDFS 6853 The Family: A Human Ecological
Perspective
HS 6883 Risk, Resilience and Preventive
Interventions
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
SO 6223 Comparative Family Systems
Total Hours 60

The student must pass a written comprehensive exam prior to being
admitted to candidacy. A dissertation committee, consisting of the
student’s major professor and three other graduate faculty members,
must be established. A dissertation defense before the committee is
required.

Doctor of Philosophy in Human
Development & Family Studies (Family
Resource Management Focus)

Requirements

EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological 4

Statistics
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AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs
EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational 3
Research
or AELC 9583 Analysis and Interpretation of Data in Agricultural
and Extension Education Research
Statistics course
HDFS 8833 Foundations of Human Development and
Family Studies
AIS 8523 Teaching Out-of-School Groups in 3
Agricultural Information Science and
Education
HDFS 6843 Family Interaction
HDFS 8853 Current Issues in Human Development and
Family Studies
HDFS 9000 Research and Dissertation in Human 20
Development and Family Science
Focus Courses
HDFS 6313 Family Resource Management 3
Select 12 hours from the following: 12
HDFS 6333 Families, Legislation and Public Policy
HDFS 6863 Consumer Aspects of Aging
HS 6323 Consumer Issues and Policy
HS 6683 Current Housing Problems of Families
HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and
Families
Courses from Great Plains Consortium 2
Total Hours 60
The student must pass a written comprehensive exam prior to being
admitted to candidacy. A dissertation committee, consisting of the
student’s major professor and three other graduate faculty members,
must be established. A dissertation defense before the committee is
required.
Doctor of Philosophy in Human
Development & Family Studies
(Gerontology Focus)
Requirements
EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological 4
Statistics
AELC 8703 Evaluation of Agricultural and Extension 3
Education Programs
EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational 3
Research
or AELC 9583 Analysis and Interpretation of Data in Agricultural
and Extension Education Research
Statistics course
HDFS 8833 Foundations of Human Development and 3
Family Studies
AlS 8523 Teaching Out-of-School Groups in 3
Agricultural Information Science and
Education
HDFS 6843 Family Interaction 3



70 Colleges and Degree Programs

HDFS 8853 Current Issues in Human Development and 3
Family Studies
HDFS 9000 Research and Dissertation in Human 20

Development and Family Science
Focus Courses

HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology 3
Select 12 hours from the following: 12

PSY 6983 Psychology of Aging

HDFS 6863 Consumer Aspects of Aging

HDFS 8123 The Effects of Poverty on Children and

Families

SO 6413 Aging and Retirement in American Society

COE 6713 Issues in Aging

COE 8813 Counseling Elderly Clients

SO 6433 Sociology of Death and Dying
Total Hours 60

The student must pass a written comprehensive exam prior to being
admitted to candidacy. A dissertation committee, consisting of the
student’s major professor and three other graduate faculty members,
must be established. A dissertation defense before the committee is
required.

Note: Courses may be substituted depending on student interest area
and course availability. Major professor approval will be required in
advance. Atleast 12 hours of the course work in the degree program
exclusive of dissertation credits, must be at the 8000 level. No more than
6 semester hours of graduate credit may be earned in Directed Individual
Study courses. Students may transfer up to 9 semester hours of courses
from other accredited degree programs.

The School of Human Sciences graduate courses may be used for a
minor or for selected certificates in Human Sciences in cooperation

with other degree programs. Areas of emphasis are available in the
following program areas in Human Sciences: apparel, textiles and
merchandising, and human development and family studies. The School
also participates in the graduate Gender Studies Certificate by offering
HDFS 6313, HDFS 6403, and HS 6513 and the Gerontology Certificate
by offering HDFS 6403, HDFS 6813, and HDFS 6863.

For additional information about graduate offerings in the School of
Human Sciences, contact Dr. Tommy Phillips.

Landscape Architecture

Department Head: Prof. Sadik C. Artunc
Graduate Coordinator: Prof. Michael Seymour
Landscape Architecture Building

Box 9725

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3012

E-mail: ms641@msstate.edu

Graduate study leading to a Master of Landscape Architecture degree

is offered in the Department of Landscape Architecture; thesis and
non-thesis options are available. Students in the program have the
opportunity to work with faculty on a wide range of research and design
topics within the profession of landscape architecture. Special program
emphasis is placed on watershed planning, landscape management,
and community planning and design. The design studio courses broadly

consider landscape issues related to water, health, and habitat in an
effort to achieve the department’s mission of "fostering the will and ability
to plan, design, build and manage regenerative communities.”

Admission

The applicant to the M.L.A. program should have a minimum GPA of
2.80 on a 4.00 scale. A student without a bachelor’s degree in landscape
architecture from an accredited program may undertake the M.L.A. as a
first professional degree but is required to undertake additional “leveling”
coursework to ensure competency in the field; this typically requires an
additional year of study. Submission of Graduate Record Examination
(GRE) scores is recommended but not required. The applicant’s
submission should include a letter of interest that includes a written
statement (no more than 1500 words) explaining his or her interest

in pursuing graduate studies in landscape architecture at Mississippi
State University. Three letters of recommendation from individuals
familiar with the applicant's academic work, motivation, and character
should accompany the application. The applicant should also submit

a detailed résumé. Applicants with degrees from allied fields (such as
architecture or civil engineering) should submit a portfolio if they wish to
be considered for course reductions during the leveling year. Contact the
department’s graduate coordinator for more information.

Master of Landscape Architecture -
Thesis

Core Courses

LA 6113 Design Theory and Criticism

LA 8513 Landscape Architecture Graduate Studio |

LA 8711 Seminar in Watershed Planning and 1
Management

LA 8523 Landscape Architecture Graduate Studio I 3

LA 8721 Seminar in Landscape Management 1

LA 8533 Landscape Architecture Graduate Studio IlI 3

LA 8731 Seminar in Community Based Planning 1

LA 8741 Proposal Writing Seminar 1

LA 8751 Seminar in Contemporary Design Issues 1

LA 8613 Research Methods in Landscape 3
Architecture

Approved Graduate-level Elective 3

Other Requirements

LA 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Landscape 6
Architecture

Select one of the following: 4

ST 8114 Statistical Methods
SO 8274 Graduate Social Statistics |
Total Hours 33

A thesis proposal will be developed for presentation to and approval

by the graduate committee. The graduate committee is comprised

of not fewer than three graduate faculty, at least two of whom must

be from the Department of Landscape Architecture. The candidate’s
graduate committee must approve the thesis and administer a final oral
examination or thesis defense. The thesis must be submitted to the
members of the committee for approval at least fourteen days prior to a
scheduled defense.



Master of Landscape Architecture - Non-
Thesis

Core Courses

LA 6113 Design Theory and Criticism

LA 8513 Landscape Architecture Graduate Studio |

LA 8711 Seminar in Watershed Planning and 1
Management

LA 8523 Landscape Architecture Graduate Studio Il 3

LA 8721 Seminar in Landscape Management 1

LA 8533 Landscape Architecture Graduate Studio IlI 3

LA 8731 Seminar in Community Based Planning 1

LA 8741 Proposal Writing Seminar 1

LA 8751 Seminar in Contemporary Design Issues 1

LA 8613 Research Methods in Landscape 3
Architecture

Graduate-level Elective 3

Other Requirements

LA 6124 Landscape Architecture Construction V: 4
Construction Documents

LA 6443 Exterior Design-Build Studio 3

LA 6514 Ecological Planting Design

LA 8545 LA Studio IV-Case Study * 5

Total Hours 39

! Non-thesis student must have a signed proposal prior to entering

LA 8545. The proposal must include the course instructor and one
additional graduate faculty member from the department who will
serve as an advisor.

Plant and Soil Sciences

Department Head: Dr. J. Mike Phillips
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Michael Cox
117 Dorman Hall

Box 9555

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2311

E-mail: mcox@pss.msstate.edu

Graduate study offered in the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences
leads to the Master of Science in Plant and Soil Sciences degree
with concentrations in Agronomy, Horticulture, or Weed Science and
also to the Doctor of Philosophy degree in Plant and Soil Sciences
with a concentration in Agronomy, Horticulture, or Weed Science.
The Horticulture concentration within the Plant and Soil Sciences
degrees also offers a minor in Floral Management. The department
has an extensive research program which provides a diversity of
problems for thesis and dissertation research under the supervision
of experienced and highly trained scientists. The Department of Plant
and Soil Sciencesoffers graduate programs in Plant Breeding and
Genetics, Molecular Biology, Crop Modeling, Agronomy, Soil Science,
Crop Physiology, Weed Science, Turfgrass Science, Remote Sensing,
and Horticulture. A Precision Agriculture Certificate is also offered.

Graduate programs are designed to develop skills in research techniques
in reference to the individual needs of each student. This program is
developed and administered by a departmental committee within the
student’s area of specialization and may include courses in mathematics
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and statistics, biology, chemistry, biochemistry, remote sensing,

etc., as well as agronomic, horticultural, and weed science courses.
Graduate assistantships are provided, subject to availability of funds.
An undergraduate grade average of B or better is required to be eligible
for an assistantship. Requests for additional information should be
addressed to:

Department Head

Plant and Soil Sciences

Box 9555

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Accelerated Program

Highly qualified undergraduates at Mississippi State University

are encouraged to consider applying to the Accelerated Program.

This program permits enroliment in graduate courses in Agronomy,
Horticulture, or Weed Science during the student’s final year of
undergraduate studies. Enrollment of up to 9 hours of graduate courses
is approved for students admitted to the Accelerated Program. Upon
completion of the graduate course(s), undergraduate credit is also
awarded for the course. Students need to consult with a potential
graduate advisor to ensure graduate credit could be applied to a program
of study for the M.S. degree. Application to this program may be made
as early as the end of the junior year (i.e., after completion of 90 or more
hours of graded undergraduate courses). This option is only available for
students pursuing a thesis-based Master of Science degree in Plant and
Soil Sciences with a concentration in Agronomy, Horticulture, or Weed
Science.

Requirements for entrance into the Accelerated Program in Agronomy,
Horticulture, or Weed Science for undergraduates include the following.

1. A GPA of 3.50 or higher for all undergraduate work

2. Submission of a standard application for graduate studies in the
Department of Plant and Soil Sciences

3. Three letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with the
applicant’'s academic performance

4. Submission of scores from the Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
General Test prior to enrolling in graduate courses

5. A statement of professional interests and goals from the applicant,
including specification of one or more potential major professors

For students enrolled in Accelerated Program, the MSU Graduate Council
has established these guidelines in cooperation with the Registrar’s
Office:

Once the student is accepted into the combined program, the student and
the advisor may select up to 9 hours that will satisfy both undergraduate
and graduate requirements. These courses may be split-level (i.e.,
4000-6000 level) or 8000 level classes, and the student should take

the courses for graduate credit (i.e., 6000-level or higher). To do so,
he/she must submit a completed form to the Office of the Graduate
School requesting such permission: http://www.grad.msstate.edu/
forms/pdf/accel.pdf. The OGS will notify the student by MSU email
when the request is approved. The combination of undergraduate and
graduate credit hours may not exceed 16 hours within a semester. After
successfully completing the graduate-level classes, the student and
undergraduate advisor will submit a request to the Registrar’s Office

to grant credit for the course also at the undergraduate level with the
same grade awarded as received for the graduate course. In the case
of a split-level class, the transcript will show credit for both the 4000-
and 6000-level on the transcript. In the case of an 8000-level class, a
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special topics undergraduate course of the same title will be entered on
the transcript to allow dual credit.

Students are permitted to opt out of the combined program at any time,
at which point they could complete only the undergraduate portion of the
program. No additional dual counting of courses would occur after the
student leaves the combined program.

Students will receive the bachelor’'s degree once the requirements for
that degree are met. Students will be required to complete all of the
requirements for both the bachelor's and master’s degrees in order

to receive both degrees, and those requirements will be identical to

the requirements for students enrolled in the traditional B.S. and M.S.
programs. Students will be classified as undergraduates until they fulfill
at the requirements for the undergraduate degree. At that time they will
be classified as graduate students and will be subject to the guidelines
pertaining to the M.S. degree. Students admitted to this program should
read and understand the guidelines in the Department of Plant and Soil
Sciences Graduate Student Handbook before registering for any courses
for graduate credit.

Precision Agriculture Certificate

There is a need to train students in the broad array of precision
agriculture technologies. This certificate program complements

majors taught across College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS)
departments. This certificate features emerging technologies in decision-
based agricultural planning and implementation. The certificate requires
a minimum of 16 hours with at least 10 credit hours specific to Precision
Agriculture coursework and 6 additional hours of electives or optional
courses. Graduate requirements: PSS/ABE 2543 may be required as a
leveling course and graduates may need a combination of Option 1 and
Option 3 (below) to meet graduate credit requirements.

To obtain a Precision Agriculture Certificate, students are
required to complete the following 16 hours:

PSS 2543 Precision Agriculture | 3
or ABE 2543 Precision Agriculture |
PSS 4543 Precision Agriculture Il (or PSS 6543 or 3
ABE 4543/6543)
ECE 4411 Remote Sensing Seminar (or ECE 6411 or 1
FO 4411/6411 or GR 4411/6411 or PSS
4411/6411)
ABE 4000 Directed Individual Study in Agricultural 3
and Biological Engineering (or ABE 7000 or
PSS 4000/7000)
Option 1: Choose from the following. 6-8
ABE 4483 Introduction to Remote Sensing
Technologies (or ABE 6483 or ECE
4483/6483 or PSS 4483/6483)
ABE 3513 The Global Positional System and
Geographic Information Systems in
Agriculture and Engineering
FO 4471/6471 GIS for Natural Resource Management
Lab (and GIS for Natural Resource
Management)
FO 447216472 GIS for Natural Resource Management

PSS 4373/6373
GR 4303/6303
GR 3303

Geospatial Agronomic Management
Principles of GIS
Survey of Geospatial Technologies

Option 2 (Community/Junior College AGT courses) : Any TWO 6-8
transfer courses from the following in a Precision Agriculture

Technology Concentration with the Postsecondary Agriculture

Business and Management Technology program

AGT 1163 Introduction to Spatial Information Systems
AGT 2154 Geographic Information Systems |

AGT 1254 GPS Data Collection

AGT 2164 Variable Rate Technology

AGT 1354 Remote Sensing

AGT 2474 Site Specific Pest Management

OR Completion of the UAV Training Program courseork at Hinds
Community College

AEC 4113/6113
AEC 4133/6133
AEC 4343/6343
BIO 4214

EPP 3124

EPP 4163/6163
EPP 4214/6214
EPP 4234/6234
EPP 4263/6263

Agribusiness Firm Management
Analysis of Food Markets and Prices
Advanced Farm Management
General Plant Physiology

Forest Pest Management

Plant Disease Management

Diseases of Crops

Field Crop Insects

Principles of Insect Pest Management

FIN 3123 Financial Management

PSS 3301 Soils Laboratory

PSS 3303 Soils

PSS 3133 Introduction to Weed Science

PSS 4113/6113  Agricultural Crop Physiology

PSS 4313/6313  Saoil Fertility and Fertilizers

PSS 4333/6333  Soil Conservation and Land Use
PSS 4343/6343  Controlled Environment Agriculture
PSS 4813/6813  Herbicide Technology

PSS 4823/6823  Turfgrass Weed Management

« GPA—

Departmental Admission Criteria

M.S. and Ph.D. in Plant and Soil Sciences with concentrations in
Agronomy, Horticulture, or Weed Science:

For Master of Science: 2.75
For Doctor of Philosophy: 3.00 on graduate work

* TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) or IELTS
(International English Language Testing Systems) score—
Agronomy: TOEFL score of 500 PBT (61 iBT) or IELTS score of 5.5
Horticulture: TOEFL score of 500 PBT (61 iBT) or IELTS score of

5.5

Option 3: Discipline Specific Electives 6-8
ABE 3413 Bioinstrumentation |
ABE 4163 Agricultural and Off-Road Machinery
Management
or ABE 6163  Machinery Management for Agro-Ecosystems
ABE 4263/6263  Soil and Water Management
ABE 4844/6844  Sustainable Communities
ABE 6423 Bioinstrumentation Il
AEC 3413 Introduction to Food Marketing
AEC 3513 Economics of Food and Fiber Production



Weed Science: TOEFL score of 550 PBT (79 iBT) or IELTS score of
6.5

* GRE—AII graduate programs require submission of GRE scores.
« A non-thesis M.S. does not qualify toward admission to a Ph.D.

program in the Department of Plant and Soil Sciences at Mississippi
State University.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Leveling Courses

The Department of Plant and Soil sciences recognizes that many
students who hold bachelor degrees from other educational areas may
wish to study toward an advanced degree within the department. These
students may come from areas with different requirements than those
normally associated with Agronomy, Horticulture, or Weed Science. To
increase the possibility of success in attaining the advanced degree,

the department requires all graduate students to have a fundamental
understanding of soil and plant science. To this end, all graduate
students must have had at least one course in soil science equivalent to
Soils (PSS 3303), a plant science course covering basic plant physiology,
college mathematics, college chemistry, and college-level biology.
Graduate students who do not possess these courses upon acceptance
will be required to complete these courses during the first or second
semester of their attendance at Mississippi State University.

General Department Completion
Requirements

M.S.-- A thesis and an oral thesis defense are required. The graduate
committee must approved the thesis topic, research proposal, program of
study, and final thesis. A thesis defense is required.

M.S. Non-Thesis -- A research paper approved by the student's graduate
committee and an oral comprehensive exam are required.

Ph.D. -- The dissertation is required of all candidates for the doctorate
degree. Original research, a written examination, an oral preliminary
examination, and an oral dissertation defense and examination are
required. At least one semester of teaching experience is strongly
encouraged. The graduate committee must approved the dissertation
topic, research proposal, program of study, and final dissertation.

Academic Performance

Students in the M.S. and Ph.D. degree programs must maintain a
3.00 GPA after admission to the program. No grade below C will be
accepted for graduate credit. More than two grades of C or below not
exceeding 8 credit hours constitute grounds for dismissal. Note: A C
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grade for a course that is retaken and inwhich the student earns a grade
of B or higher will not be included in the 8 total hours. However, the
original grade is included as part of the calculation of the GPA. At any
time, the student will lose any departmental assistantship should his/
her cumulative drop below a 3.00. Students with alternative sources

of funding (scholarships, fellowships, etc.) must follow the rules and
regulations of the funding source.

Master of Science in Plant and Soil
Sciences with Agronomy Concentration -
Thesis

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean.

Graduate-level coursework 12
PSS 8811 Seminar * 1
ST 8114 Statistical Methods (or other graduate-level 4

statistics course) 2
8000-level coursework 3
Research/thesis 4

Total Hours 30

An exit seminar describing the thesis research is required as part of
the credit hours.

A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours.

The total 8000-level coursework credits must equal a minimum of 12
hours.

A thesis defense is required.

Master of Science in Plant and Soil
Sciences with Agronomy Concentration -
Non-Thesis

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean.

Graduate-level coursework 12

PSS 7000 Directed Individual Study in Plant and Soil 3
Sciences *

PSS 8811 Seminar 2 1

ST 8114 Statistical Methods (or other graduate-level 4
statistics course) g

Additional 8000-level coursework 4 10

Total Hours 30

! The student must develop a research paper approved by the

student's graduate committee. In addition, a comprehensive
examination over coursework is required.

An exit seminar describing the thesis research is required as part of
the credit hours.

A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours.

The total 8000-level coursework must equal a minimum of 15 hours.
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Doctor of Philosophy in Plant and Soil
Sciences with Agronomy Concentration

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean.

PSS 8821 Seminar

PSS 8831 Seminar 2

ST 8114 Statistical Methods (or other graduate-level 4
statistics course) 3

Additional graduate-level coursework “hE 14

PSS 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in Plant 20
and Soil Sciences

Total Hours 40

1

The first seminar should be done within the first year of the student's
program and should present the research proposal and include a
review of relevant literature.

2 An exit seminar will describe the results of the student's dissertation
research.

3 A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours.

4 The minimum coursework required for a PhD in Plant and Soil
Sciences is 20 hours beyond the Master's degree requirements.

5

Mississippi State University requires all students earn at least
53 hours graduate credit beyond the bachelor's level to include a
minimum of 20 dissertation credits.

A qualifying examination may be administered at the beginning of the
student's program. The student must successfully complete a program
of study as approved by the major advisor and graduate committee.

The student must pass a preliminary examination. a written and oral
preliminary examination will be administered by the graduate committee
after completion or within 6 hours of completing coursework. Original
research and a dissertation are required of all candidates for the doctoral
degree.

Master of Science in Plant and Soll
Sciences with Horticulture Concentration
- Thesis

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean. In addition, graduate students
accepted into the Horticulture concentration are expected to have
complete a course in General Plant Physiology or will be required to
include this course on their graduate program of study.

Graduate-level coursework 12
PSS 8811 Seminar * 1
ST 8114 Statistical Methods (or other graduate-level 4

statistics course) 2
Additional 8000-level coursework
Research/thesis * 6

Total Hours 30

! An exit seminar describing the thesis research is required as part of

the credit hours.

A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours.

The total 8000-level coursework must equal a minimum of 12 hours.
A thesis defense is required.

Master of Science in Plant and Soil
Sciences with Horticulture Concentration
- Non-Thesis

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean.In addition, graduate students
accepted into the Horticulture concentration are expected to have
complete a course in General Plant Physiology or will be required to
include this course on their graduate program of study.

Graduate-level coursework

PSS 7000 Directed Individual Study in Plant and Soll
Sciences !

PSS 8811 Seminar 2 1

ST 8114 Statistical Methods 3 4

Additional 8000-level coursework # 15

Total Hours 30

! The student must develop a research paper approved by the

student’s graduate committee. An oral comprehensive examination is
required.

An exit seminar describing the thesis research is required as part of
the credit hours.

A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours.

The total 9000-level coursework must equal a minimum of 15 hours.

Doctor of Philosophy in Plant and Soil
Sciences with Horticulture Concentration

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean.In addition, graduate students
accepted into the Horticulture concentration are expected to have
complete a course in General Plant Physiology or will be required to
include this course on their graduate program of study.

BCH 6013 Principles of Biochemistry 3

PSS 8821 Seminar * 1

PSS 8831 Seminar 2 1

ST 8214 Design and Analysis of Experiments (or 4
other graduate-level statistics course) &

Additional graduate-level coursework 45 15

PSS 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in Plant 20
and Soil Sciences

Total Hours 44

! The first seminar should be done within the first year of the student's

program and should present the research proposal and include a
review of relevant literature.

An exit seminar will describe the results of the student's dissertation
research.

A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours; two graduate-level statistics courses beyond the B.S. degree
are required for the Ph.D. in the Horticulture concentration.



* The minimum coursework required for a PhD in Plant and Soll
Sciences with a Horticulture concentration is 24 hours beyond the
master's degree requirements.

5

Mississippi State University requires all students earn at least
53 graduate credit hours beyond the bachelor's level to include a
minimum of 20 hours dissertation credits.

A qualifying examination may be administered at the beginning of the
student’s program. The student must successfully complete a program
of study as approved by the major advisor and graduate committee.

The student must pass a preliminary examination. A written and oral
preliminary examination will be administered by the graduate committee
after completion or within 6 hours of completing coursework. Original
research and a dissertation are required of all candidates for the doctoral
degree.

Horticulture (Floral Management)
Graduate Minor

PSS 6013 Principles of Floral Design 3
PSS 6023 Floral Management 3
PSS 6033 Case Studies in Floral Management 3
PSS 6043 International Horticulture 3
Total Hours 12

The Horticulture concentration within the Plant and Soil Sciences degrees
also offers a minor in Floral Management. The minor is available for
graduate students seeking training in this field to complement their
graduate degree. Students seeking the minor are required to complete
the 12-hour program. The student's graduate committee must include

a minor committee member from the Department of Plant and Soll
Sciences.

Master of Science in Plant and
Soil Sciences with Weed Science
Concentration - Thesis

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean.

Graduate-level coursework 12
PSS 8811 Seminar 1
ST 8114 Statistical Methods (or other graduate-level 4

statistics course) 2
Additional 8000-level coursework °
Research/thesis * 6

Total Hours 30

An exit seminar describing the thesis research is required as part of
the credit hours.

2 A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours.

3 The total 8000-level coursework must equal a minimum of 12 hours.
Up to 9 hours of PSS 8701-8771. Current Topics in Weed Science
may be included to meet these requirements.

4

A thesis defense is required.
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Master of Science in Plant and
Soil Sciences with Weed Science
Concentration - Non-Thesis

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean.

Graduate-level coursework 12

PSS 7000 Directed Individual Study in Plant and Soil 3
Sciences !

PSS 8811 Seminar 2 1

ST 8114 Statistical Methods * 4

Additional 8000-level coursework 10

Total Hours 30

The student must develop a research paper approved by the
student's graduate committee. A comprehensive examination is
required.

An exit seminar describing the thesis research is required as part of
the credit hours.

A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours.

The total 8000-level coursework must equal a minimum of 15 hours.

Doctor of Philosophy in Plant and
Soil Sciences with Weed Science
Concentration

Prerequisites - as stipulated by the major professor, the departmental
graduate coordinator, and the dean.

PSS 8821 Seminar *

PSS 8831 Seminar 2 1

ST 8114 Statistical Methods (or other graduate-level 4
statistics course) 3

Additional graduate-level coursework e 14

PSS 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in Plant 20
and Soil Sciences

Total Hours 40

1 70 be done in the early stages will present the research proposal and

include a review of relevant literature.
Exit seminar will describe the dissertation research.

A graduate-level statistics course is required as part of the credit
hours.

The minimum coursework required for a PhD in Plant and Soil
Sciences is 20 hours beyond the master's degree requirements. Up
to 9 hours of PSS 8701-8771. Current Topics in Weed Science may
be included to meet these requirements.

Mississippi State University requires all students earn at least
53 hours graduate credit beyond the bachelor's level to include a
minimum of 20 hours dissertation credits.

A qualifying examination may be administered at the beginning of the
student's program. The student must successfully complete a program
of study as approved by the major advisor and graduate committee.
The student must pass a preliminary examination. a written and oral
preliminary exam will be administered by the graduate committee after
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completion or within 6 hours of completing coursework. Original research
and a dissertation are required of all candidates for the doctoral degree.

Weed Science Concentration Prerequisite
and Core Courses

As specified by the student’s major professor and graduate committee.

Poultry Science

Department Head: Dr. Mary M. Beck

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Christopher D. McDaniel
Hill Poultry Science Building

Box 9665

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3416

E-mail: cmcdaniel@poultry.msstate.edu

The Poultry Science Department offers the Master of Science degree

in Agriculture with a concentration in Poultry Science and the Doctor of
Philosophy degree in Agricultural Sciences with a concentration in Poultry
Science. The department also offers M.S. and Ph.D. programs with
concentrations in the interdisciplinary programs of genetics and animal
physiology. Admission requirements and detailed information for those
interdisciplinary degree programs can be found listed separately under
each of the individual programs.

Highly qualified undergraduates in the Poultry Science Department

at Mississippi State University are encouraged to consider applying

to the Accelerated Program. This program permits students to earn

up to 9 hours of graduate-level coursework during their final year of
undergraduate studies. Students take graduate-level courses and earn
both undergraduate credit and graduate credit simultaneously. Students
must consult with a potential major professor (graduate advisor) to
ensure graduate credit could be applied to a program of study for the
graduate degree. Application to this program may be made as early
as the end of the junior year (i.e., after completion of 90 or more hours
of graded undergraduate courses). Students interested in applying to
the Accelerated Program should contact the Department's Graduate
Coordinator, Dr. Chris McDaniel, for more details.

Requirements for entrance into the Accelerated Program include the
following.

. A GPA of 3.50 or higher for all undergraduate work
. A minimum of 60 hours toward a bachelor's degree
. Three letters of recommendation

A W N P

. Selection of a potential major professor from the departmental
graduate faculty

5. A statement of purpose that describes their academic and
professional goals as well as how their prior academic and
professional experiences have prepared them for the Accelerated
Program and graduate study

The MSU Graduate Council has established the following guidelines
in cooperation with the Registrar’s Office for students enrolled in the
Accelerated Program.

Once the student is accepted into the combined program, the student and
the advisor may select up to 9 hours that will satisfy both undergraduate
and graduate requirements. These courses may be split-level (i.e.,
4000-6000 level) or 8000 level classes, and the student should take

the courses for graduate credit (i.e., 6000-level or higher). To do so,

he/she must submit a completed form to the Office of the Graduate
School requesting such permission: http://www.grad.msstate.edu/
forms/pdf/accel.pdf. The OGS will notify the student by MSU email
when the request is approved. The combination of undergraduate and
graduate credit hours may not exceed 16 hours within a semester. After
successfully completing the graduate-level classes, the student and
undergraduate advisor will submit a request to the Registrar’s Office

to grant credit for the course also at the undergraduate level with the
same grade awarded as received for the graduate course. In the case
of a split-level class, the transcript will show credit for both the 4000-
and 6000-level on the transcript. In the case of an 8000-level class, a
special topics undergraduate course of the same title will be entered on
the transcript to allow dual credit.

Students are permitted to opt out of the combined program at any time,
at which point they could complete only the undergraduate portion of the
program. No additional dual counting of courses would occur after the
student leaves the combined program.

Students will receive the bachelor’s degree once the requirements for
that degree are met. Students will be required to complete all of the
requirements for both the bachelor's and master’s degrees in order

to receive both degrees, and those requirements will be identical to

the requirements for students enrolled in the traditional B.S. and M.S.
programs. Students will be classified as undergraduates until they fulfill
at the requirements for the undergraduate degree. At that time they will
be classified as graduate students and will be subject to the guidelines
pertaining to the M.S. degree.

Admission Criteria

Admission requirements for the M.S. in Agriculture degree with a
concentration in Poultry Science are the same as those listed in

the General Requirements of the Graduate School in the College

of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) except that any request for
Graduate Record Examination (GRE) test scores is dependent upon the
faculty member who will serve as the thesis director (major professor) but
the GRE score is not a Department of Poultry Science requirement.

Admission requirements for the Ph.D. degree concentration in Poultry
Science are the same as those listed in the General Requirements of
the Graduate School in the College of Agriculture and Life Sciences
(CALS) except that any request for Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
test scores is dependent upon the faculty member who will serve as

the dissertation director (major professor), but the GRE score is not a
Department of Poultry Science requirement.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.



Academic Performance

Satisfactory academic performance standards are the same as those for
CALS, except as follows.

The student is allowed to make no more than two C grades in
courses taken for graduate credit.

The student will be recommended for dismissal if he/she receives a
third C or any grade below a C.

In addition, the student’'s committee reserves the right to establish
a “core” course or courses whereby any grade below a B in one of
those courses is not accepted.

The student will be recommended for dismissal if he/she receives a C
or any grade below a C in a core course.

The student must have a final GPA of 3.00 or higher to graduate.

Doctoral students only: To be eligible for the preliminary/
comprehensive examination, a graduate student must maintain an
overall B average in all graduate courses attempted.

Master of Science in Agriculture with
Poultry Science Concentration - Thesis

Graduate-level coursework 12

8000-level coursework 12

PO 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Poultry 6
Sciences

Total Hours 30

A thesis defense is required. The thesis director and graduate committee
will determine specific course requirements for the student’s program.
Before the end of the first semester of graduate work, the student
must establish his or her graduate committee, complete the necessary
paperwork, and gain the faculty members’ consent to participate on the
committee. Once the student’s research plan has been established, the
student is required to present his/her research plan to the faculty in the
form of a departmental seminar.

Master of Science in Agriculture with
Poultry Science Concentration - Non-
Thesis

Graduate-level coursework 15
8000-level coursework 15
Total Hours 30

A comprehensive examination is required. The major professor and
graduate committee will determine specific course requirements for the
student’s program. Before the end of the first semester of graduate
work, the student must establish his/her graduate committee, complete
the necessary paperwork and gain the faculty members’ consent to
participate on the committee.

Completion Requirements

Requirements for completion of the M.S. in Poultry Science are the same
as those for CALS except that students in Poultry Science are required
to participate in a limited teaching capacity, such as a guest lecturer, in
one course during work on the degree. That limited teaching capacity will
be determined by the student’s graduate committee when the student’s
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program of study is established. For additional information, email Dr.
Chris McDaniel at cmcdaniel@poultry.msstate.edu.

Doctor of Philosophy in Agricultural
Sciences with Poultry Science
Concentration

The Ph.D. requires a minimum of three academic years beyond the B.S.
degree with the number of hours varying as determined by the student
and major professor. A minimum of 20 hours of PO 9000 Dissertation/
Research is required in addition to coursework determined by the student
and major professor.

Course requirements may include:

BCH 6603 General Biochemistry 3
BCH 6613 General Biochemistry 3
ST 8114 Statistical Methods 4
ST 8214 Design and Analysis of Experiments 4

A minor is not required, but if selected an additional 12 hours of graduate
credit is required.

The preliminary examination must be attempted by the end of the fifth
semester of the program. A Graduate Program of Study should be
submitted and approved by the student’s graduate committee and
Graduate Coordinator by the end of the first semester of graduate study.
The graduate committee should be composed of at least five members if
the student has a minor and four members if the student does not have a
minor. Committee members include the major professor, who must be a
full member of the graduate faculty, at least three other members, two of
whom are from the student's major field of interest, and a minor professor
if the student has a minor field. Additional committee members may be
included at the discretion of the major professor.

Completion Requirements

Requirements for completion of the Ph.D. in Poultry Science are the
same as those for CALS except that each student in Poultry Science
is required to participate in a limited teaching capacity, such as guest
lecturer, in one course during his/her graduate study. That limited
teaching capacity shall be determined by the student’s graduate
committee when the student’s program of study is established.

College of Architecture, Art, and
Design

Dean: Prof. James L. West
Associate Dean: Dr. Greg G. Hall

240 Giles Hall

Telephone: 662-325-2202

Fax: 662-325-8872

Mailing Address: PO Box AQ
Mississippi State, MS 39762

E-mail: jwest@caad.msstate.edu
Website: http://www.caad.msstate.edu

School of Architecture

Director: Prof. Michael Berk
240 Giles Hall
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899 Collegeview St., Box AQ

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-2202

E-mail: mberkt@caad.msstate.edu
Website: http://caad.msstate.edu/mberk/

The School of Architecture offers a Certificate Program in Public Design
through the Gulf Coast Community Design Studio in Biloxi, MS.

Certificate in Public Design

ARC 6813 Public Design Seminar | 3
ARC 6853 Public Practice and Projects | 3
ARC 6823 Public Design Seminar Il (ARC 6813) 3
ARC 6863 Public Practice and Projects Il (ARC 6853) 3
ARC 6833 Public Design Seminar Il (ARC 6823) 3
ARC 6873 Public Practice and Projects Il (ARC 6863) 3
Total Hours 18

The Certificate of Public Design will be granted upon the successful
completion of the above sequence of courses.

The purpose for the program is to prepare design professionals to
work in community-oriented design organizations and to be leaders in
the field of public design. The certificate curriculum is designed as a
three-semester program. The participants must be graduates of an
accredited professional degree program in architecture, planning, or
landscape architecture. Up to six interns each year will be supported.
Interns will work alongside the studio’s experienced full-time design
staff on community projects for three-quarters of their time and complete
coursework for one-quarter of their time.



College of Arts & Sciences

Dean: Dr. Rick Travis

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs: Dr. Nicole Rader, Interim
Associate Dean for Research: Dr. Giselle Thibaudeau Munn
208 Allen Hall

Box AS

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2646

Fax: 662-325-8740

Website: http://www.cas.msstate.edu

E-mail: kim@deanas.msstate.edu

Degree and Certificate Programs

Department Degree and Concentration  Thesis
Major
Anthropology and Master of X
Middle Eastern Arts - Applied
Cultures Anthropology
Biological Master of Science X
Sciences - Biological
Sciences
Biological Master of Science
Sciences - General Biology
Biological Doctor of
Sciences Philosophy
- Biological
Sciences
Chemistry Master of X
Sciences -
Chemistry
Chemistry Doctor of
Philosophy -
Chemistry
Classical Master of Arts - X
& Modern Foreign Language
Languages and
Literatures
English Master of Arts - X
English
English Teaching of
English to

Speakers of

Other Languages

(TESOL)

Certificate
Gender Studies

Certificate
Geosciences Master of Science Applied

- Geoscience Meteorology
Master of Science Broadcast

- Geoscience Meteorology

Geosciences

Geosciences Master of Science Environmental

- Geoscience Geosciences
Geosciences Master of Science Geography X
- Geoscience
Geosciences Master of Science Geology X

- Geoscience

Non-Thesis

Mississippi State University

Starkville Meridian Distance

X

79
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Geosciences

Geosciences

Geosciences

Geosciences

History

History

History

Mathematics &
Statistics

Mathematics &
Statistics

Mathematics &
Statistics

Physics and
Astronomy

Physics and
Astronomy

Political Science
and Public
Administration

Political Science
and Public
Administration

Political Science
and Public
Administration

Psychology

Psychology

Psychology

Sociology

Master of Science Geospatial X
- Geoscience Sciences

Master of Science Professional X
- Geoscience Meteorology

Master of Science Teachers in
- Geoscience Geosciences

Doctor of

Philosophy - Earth

and Atmospheric

Science

Master of Arts - X
History

Doctor of

Philosophy -

History

Diversity

Certificate

Master of Science X
- Mathematics

Master of Science X
- Statistics

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Mathematical
Sciences

Master of Science X
- Physics

Doctor of

Philosophy -

Physics

Master of Arts - X
Political Science

Master of Public

Policy and

Administration -

Public Policy and

Administration

Doctor of

Philosophy -

Public Policy and

Administration

Master of Science X
- Psychology
Doctor of
Philosophy

- Applied
Psychology

Cognitive Science

Clinical
Psychology

Doctor of
Philosophy
- Applied
Psychology
Master of Science X
- Sociology



Doctor of
Philosophy -
Sociology

Sociology

Anthropology and Middle Eastern
Cultures

Department Head: Dr. William E. Cooke, Ill, Interim
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. David Hoffman

208 Cobb Institute of Archaeology

Box AR

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-7524

E-mail: DHoffman@anthro.msstate.edu

Graduate study leading to a Master of Arts degree in Applied
Anthropology is offered by the Department of Anthropology and Middle
Eastern Cultures.

Admission Criteria

« A complete application for graduate study at MSU

Official transcripts showing credits earned at institutions of higher
education

A 3.00 GPA on the last 60 hours of baccalaureate work

A statement of purpose explaining why the applicant wishes to study
anthropology at MSU

Scores on the General Graduate Record Examination (GRE)

Three letters of recommendation from people who know the
applicant’s academic ability and potential

A student who is admitted to the program without a bachelor’s degree in
anthropology and who has not completed the following will be required to
take:

AN 1103 Introduction to Anthropology 3
AN 1344 Introduction to Biological Anthropology 4
AN 1143 Introduction to Cultural Anthropology 3

These courses are not offered for graduate credit. A student who has not
taken AN 6123 or its equivalent must take it for graduate credit.

A student enters the graduate program in the fall or spring semester. To
be considered for admission, all application materials must be received
by February 15 (fall admission) or October 15 (spring admission).

A request to waive the internship requirement must be provided in writing
to the anthropology graduate coordinator by the graduate student. The
request must give details of previous jobs and experience in applied
settings, including length of each, employer, supervisor, and kinds of
anthropology-related tasks performed. The student must arrange for
submission of a letter from each agency or firm for which the student
claims paid or volunteer work. Such letters must detail the kinds of work
performed, the anthropological knowledge required, and must attest to
the student’s satisfactory performance of the work. This material will
become part of the student’s file. The waiver request will be considered
by the anthropology graduate coordinator in consultation with other
Anthropology faculty. If the request is granted, a signed copy of the
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waiver agreement will be placed in the student’s file. Credit will not be
awarded for waived internships.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirements stipulated

by the University and the Anthropology program for admission may be
granted admission as a degree-seeking graduate student with provisional
status. Such students must have as their initial objective advancement
to regular status. Provisional students must receive a 3.00 GPA on the
first 9 hours of graduate-level courses on their program of study taken
at Mississippi State University (with no grade lower than a C) to gain
regular admission status. Courses with an S grade, transfer credits,

or credits earned while in Unclassified status cannot be used to satisfy
this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained, the provisional student will
be dismissed from graduate study. While in the provisional status,
students are not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Assistantships

Applications for assistantships must be completed separately from
admission applications and be submitted directly to the Anthropology
Graduate Coordinator. Assistantship applications may be obtained

from the coordinator (contact information below). An academic writing
sample is required as part of the assistantship application. Assistantship
application deadlines are February 15 (for fall semester) and October 15
(for spring semester).

Academic Performance

Unsatisfactory performance in the program will result in dismissal.
Unsatisfactory performance is defined as the failure to maintain a B
average in graduate courses attempted after admission to the program,
a grade of U, D, or F in two courses, failure of the oral thesis defense,
an evaluation of unsatisfactory on the thesis, or any other failure of a
required component of the program of study. Evaluation of graduate
grade point averages will occur following the first two regular semesters
of coursework and every semester thereafter.

Information

For additional information, contact the Anthropology
Graduate Coordinator (DHoffman@anthro.msstate.edu).
(dhoffman@anthro.msstate.edu)

Program of Study

A student may elect to specialize either in applied archaeology/
bioarchaeology or in applied cultural anthropology. The program
exposes students to proposal writing, consulting practices, and ethics.

The program focuses on preparing students for placement in the public
and private sectors as cultural resource specialists, applied skeletal
biologists, applied health scientists, and community and sustainable
development practitioners, as well as preparing them for further graduate
study.
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Master of Arts in Applied Anthropology,
Applied Archaeology/Bioarchaeology
Emphasis

Archaeology field school !

Required courses

AN 6123 Anthropological Theory 3
AN 6523 Public Archaeology 3
AN 8011 Professionalization in Applied Anthropology 1
AN 8013 Quantitative Methods in Anthropology 3
AN 8533 Readings in Archaeology: Theory 3
Technical elective graduate courses 6-7
Additional 8000-level coursework 6
Research 6
AN 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Anthropology

Internship 5
One-semester- or one-summer-long internship

Total Hours 36-37

! AN 2516 Archaeological Field Methods: Survey: 1-6 hours, or AN

3516 Archaeological Field Methods: Excavation: 1-6 hours, or AN
3540 Archaeological Travel and Participation Program: 1-6 hours
must be completed if the student has not had equivalent courses or
field experience. Courses do not count for graduate credit.

An oral exam and thesis are required.

The emphasis in applied archaeology/ bioarchaeology focuses on cultural
resource management. Specialty areas include the following.

 archaeological surface survey and excavation methods
« artifact analysis

« settlement pattern and spatial analysis

¢ environmental archaeology

« osteoarchaeology

« forensics

Master of Arts in Applied Anthropology,
Applied Cultural Anthropology Emphasis

Required courses

AN 6123 Anthropological Theory £ &
AN 8011 Professionalization in Applied Anthropology 1
AN 8013 Quantitative Methods in Anthropology 3
Elective graduate courses 9
Additional 8000-level coursework 9
Research 6
AN 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Anthropology
Internship 5
One-semester- or one-summer-long internship
Total Hours 36

1 Must be completed if the student has not had equivalent courses or

field experience.

An oral exam and thesis are required.

The applied cultural anthropology specialization emphasizes medical
anthropology; environmental anthropology, program assessment;
mediating the impacts of development; and communication in multi-
cultural settings. Ethnographic and qualitative research methods, as
practiced in applied settings, are stressed.

Graduate Anthropology Minor

The department offers a graduate minor in anthropology consisting

of 12 graduate hours including AN 6123. The minor is flexible in

content and designed to complement the student’s work in other fields.
Courses taken for a graduate minor in anthropology must be taught by

anthropology faculty. A student selecting this minor must include a minor

committee member on his/her graduate committee.

Biological Sciences

Department Head: Dr. Angus Dawe

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Mark Welch

General Biology Coordinator: Dr. Donna M. Gordon

219 Harned Hall, 295 Lee Blvd

Box GY

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3120

E-mail: grad_studies@biology.msstate.edu, msgh@biology.msstate.edu

Graduate study leading to the Master of Science and Doctor of
Philosophy degrees is offered in Biological Sciences. Major areas of
emphasis include molecular, developmental, cellular and organismal
biology. An emphasis in biological sciences will be interdisciplinary,
drawing from courses in and out of the department relating to a single
unifying field, such as cell biology, evolutionary biology/ecology, or
microbiology. Graduate research and teaching assistantships are
available.

Highly qualified undergraduates at Mississippi State are encouraged to
consider applying to the Accelerated Program. This program permits
enroliment in up to 9 hours of graduate-level courses in Biological
Sciences during the student’s final year of undergraduate studies. Upon
completion of graduate courses, undergraduate credit is also awarded.
Students would need to consult with potential graduate advisors to
ensure graduate credit could be applied to a program of study for the
M.S. degree. Application to this program may be made as early as the
end of the sophomore year (i.e., after completion of 60 or more hours of
graded undergraduate courses). This option is only available for students
pursuing a thesis-based Master of Science degree in Biological Sciences.

A Master of Science degree in General Biology (GBIO) is offered through
distance learning. This degree program is designed for practicing K-12
teachers who need graduate-level comprehensive instruction in biology.

This web-based degree program culminates with a capstone hands-on
learning experience in lab and field settings.

Admission Criteria

Requirements for entrance into the M.S. and Ph.D. programs in the
Department of Biological Sciences include the following.

1. A GPA of 2.75 on a 4.00 system for all undergraduate work and a
GPA of 3.00 for all coursework in the biological sciences

2. Three letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with the
applicant's academic performance



3. Submission of scores from the Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
General Test

4. A statement of professional interests and goals from the applicant

Requirements for admission to the Master of Science in General Biology
include the following.

1. A minimum GPA of 2.75 on a 4.00 system on the last 60 hours of the
undergraduate degree and a GPA of 3.00 for all coursework in the
biological sciences

2. Three letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with the
applicant’s academic performance

3. A statement of purpose, professional goals and interests, and work
experience

Requirements for entrance into the combined B.S./M.S. program in the
Department of Biological Sciences include the following.

1. A GPA of 3.50 or higher on a 4.00 system for all undergraduate work
(no fewer than 60 hours)

2. Submission of a standard application for graduate studies in the
Department of Biological Sciences, along with application fee

3. Three letters of recommendation from individuals familiar with the
applicant’s academic performance

4. Submission of scores from the Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
General Test prior to enrolling in graduate courses

5. A statement of professional interests and goals from the applicant,
including specification of one or more potential major professors

Contingent Admission

In some cases, a student can be accepted pending a particular condition,

such as completion of a B.S. or M.S. degree or other conditions such

as determined by the faculty and/or the Office of the Graduate School.
Graduate students accepted on a contingent basis may receive an

assistantship.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. A student will not be retained on provisional status for
more than two semesters. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship. This option is not available for
students pursuing the combined B.S./M.S. program.

Academic Performance

The graduate student must maintain an average of B (3.00) or higher

for all courses after admission to the program. Only grades of C

or higher will be accepted for credit. One course of the approved

graduate program can be repeated; the two grades will be averaged.
All grades earned will be employed in overall GPA calculations.
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Failure to demonstrate satisfactory progress toward completion of
degree requirements, including earning two or more Cs or earning a
grade of D or F, may be considered by the Graduate Committee in
consultation with the student’s advisory committee to be sufficient cause
for dismissal from the graduate program. If the student’s GPA falls below
3.00, he/she will have a one-semester grace period in which to retain
a teaching assistantship. By the end of this grace period, the student
must have achieved an overall 3.00 GPA. This 3.00 GPA must be
maintained for the duration of the graduate program, or the student will
be recommended for dismissal from the graduate program. The student
may retain a teaching assistantship during this probationary semester.
During the probationary semester, the student must be enrolled in
approved program requirements or, if the program has not yet been
approved, in courses appropriate for the program.

Master of Science in Biological Sciences

BIO 8011 Seminar | *

BIO 8021 Seminar 11 1

ST 8114 Statistical Methods 4

Additional graduate-level coursework 18

BIO 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Biological 6
Sciences

Total Hours 30

Only one hour of BIO 8011 and one hour of BIO 8021 will be credited
towards the degree.

Or appropriate substitute, as approved by the advisory committee.

An exit seminar, a final comprehensive examination, and a thesis are
required. At least 12 hours of coursework must be 8000-level.

Doctor of Philosophy in Biological
Sciences

BIO 8011 Seminar | *
BIO 8021 Seminar Il *
ST 8114 Statistical Methods 2 4

Graduate-level coursework to be determined by student's
graduate committee

BIO 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation in 20

Biological Sciences

Only one hour of BIO 8011 and one hour of BIO 8021 will be credited
towards the degree.

Or appropriate substitute, as approved by the advisory committee.

An exit seminar, a comprehensive examination, a dissertation, and a
dissertation defense are required.

The Doctor of Philosophy course requirements are determined by the
student’s advisory committee. Mandatory academic performance is the
same as specified by Graduate School policy.

Accelerated Program

A student accepted into the accelerated program is allowed to enroll

in graduate courses in the student’s final undergraduate semester.

The student and advisor may select up to 9 hours that will satisfy both
undergraduate and graduate requirements. These courses may be split
level (i.e., split 4000-6000 level) or 8000 level classes. The student
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should take the courses for graduate credit (i.e., 6000 level or higher).

To register for graduate courses, the student must first submit to the
Office of the Graduate School a completed Undergraduate Request to
Enroll in Graduate Courses(s) form (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/
pdf/accel.pdf). The combination of undergraduate and graduate credit
hours may not exceed 13 hours within a semester. After successfully
completing the graduate-level classes, the student and undergraduate
advisor will complete a request to receive undergraduate credit for the
course. After receiving the request, the Registrar will grant credit for
the undergraduate course and give the same grade as received for the
graduate course. For the case of a split-level class, the transcript will
show credit for both the 4000 and 6000 levels on the transcript. In the
case of an 8000 level class, an undergraduate course of the same title
will be entered on the transcript to allow dual credit.

Students are permitted to opt out of the combined program at any time,
at which point they can complete only the undergraduate portion of the
program. No additional dual counting of courses will occur after the
student opts out of the combined program.

Students will receive the Bachelor’'s degree once the requirements for the
Bachelor’'s degree are met. Students will be required to complete all of
the requirements for both the Bachelor's and Master’s degrees in order
to receive both degrees, and those requirements will be identical to the
requirements for students enrolled in traditional B.S. and M.S. programs.

Students will be classified as undergraduates until they fulfill all the
requirements for the undergraduate degree. At that time, they will be
classified as graduate students and will be subject to all the guidelines
pertaining to the M.S. in Biological Sciences degree. Students admitted
to this program should read and understand guidelines in the Department
of Biological Sciences Graduate Student Handbook before registering for
any courses for graduate credit.

Master of Science in General Biology

Requirements for the Master of Science in General Biology (GBIO)
include a 33-hour program of coursework and a written comprehensive
examination administered at the beginning of the final term. Each
student will be required to complete Capstone in Modern Biology, an
intensive face-to-face course of planned, hands-on lab-and field-based
activities.

For additional information, write to the Graduate Coordinator listed at the
beginning of this page.

BIO 6013 Genetics and Molecular Biology 3
BIO 6023 Principles of Evolutionary Biology 3
BIO 6033 Fundamentals of Biotechnology 3
BIO 6043 Developmental and Reproductive Biology &
BIO 8023 Modern Microbiology 3
BIO 8033 Advanced Cell Biology 8
BIO 8043 Ecology and the Environment 3
BIO 8053 Comprehensive Study of Animals 3
BIO 8063 Comprehensive Study of Plants 3
BIO 8093 Experimental Biology and Biostatistics &
BIO 8183 Capstone in Modern Biology 3
Total Hours 33

Chemistry

Department Head: Dr. Dennis W. Smith, Jr.

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Joseph P. Emerson
1115 Hand Chemical Laboratory

Box 9573

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3584

E-mail: grad@chemistry.msstate.edu

Website: http://www.chemistry.msstate.edu

The Department of Chemistry provides a flexible and dynamic
environment in which to pursue a Master of Science or Doctor of
Philosophy degree in chemistry. Students have the opportunity to

work with faculty with interests in Biochemistry, Chemical Education,
Environmental Chemistry, and Materials Science, as well as in Analytical,
Inorganic, Organic, and Physical Chemistry. The faculty has active
research programs in Synthesis (inorganic, organic, polymer and
supramolecular synthesis), Surface Chemistry (catalysis and corrosion
studies), Spectroscopy (IR laser spectroscopy and bioanalytical
applications for Raman and Surface Enhanced Raman methods),
Structural Biology (using NMR, calorimetry and computational methods),
and Biophysical studies (including cancer drug discovery). Environmental
research programs focus on the development of novel miniature chemical
sensors and on pesticide and herbicide transport while computational
chemists are developing Ab initio and semiempirical methods to

study complex biological systems and important chemical processes.
The research is supported by an array of in-house equipment. NMR
spectrometers include 600-MHz and 300-MHz instruments. An EPR
spectrometer and single crystal and powder X-ray diffractometers with
CCD detection are maintained in the department. Students also have
access to a wide range of instruments including UV-vis, FT-IR, and
UV/Vis/near-IR spectrophotometers, as well as mass spectrometers,
including GC-MS, LC-MS, and quadrupole ion trap instruments. Individual
research labs maintain an array of instruments including: lasers, an
atomic force microscope, a Laser Raman microscope, ITC and DSC
microcalorimeters, a stopped-flow UV/vis system, a spectrofluorimeter,

a Circular Dichroism spectropolarimeter, a scanning electrochemical
microscope, and numerous GC and HPLC instruments. Research

and teaching assistantships are available. The department also

offers five GAANN (Graduate Assistance in Areas of National Need)
fellowships to qualified U.S. residents. For more information write to the
Graduate Coordinator or visit the chemistry department website (http://
www.chemistry.msstate.edu).

Admission Criteria

All students who have earned a B.S. in chemistry, biochemistry, or other
closely related field will be given full consideration for admission and

the award of an assistantship. Although not required, the admissions
committee encourages international students to take the GRE general
test. International students may be admitted with a TOEFL (Test of
English as a Foreign Language) score of 477 PBT (53 iBT) or an IELTS
(International English Language Testing Systems) score of 4.5 (University
minimum), but a TOEFL score of at least 550 PBT (79 iBT) or an IELTS
score of 6.5 is required for a student to be considered for financial aid.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. The specific
courses used to overcome these deficiencies are chosen by the



department’s graduate committee on a case-by-case basis. Courses with
an S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. A student will not be retained on provisional status for
more than two semesters. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

An overall GPA of 3.00/4.00 on all graduate courses taken after being
admitted to the program is required by the University to remain in good
standing. The Department of Chemistry requires a B average on all
chemistry courses above the 6000 level. If a student fails to meet either
criterion, he or she is placed on probation. If the student does not correct
the deficiency within one semester, the student may be dismissed from
the program.

Master of Science in Chemistry

CH 8111 Professional Chemistry

Research

Coursework at 8000-level or higher ! 22
Seminar 1
Total Hours 30

Coursework outside the department at the 6000 level may be
deemed acceptable by a student’s supervisory committee but cannot
constitute more than 50% of the total program.

Each graduate student must complete a research project, write a thesis,
and defend their results before a faculty committee.

Doctor of Philosophy in Chemistry

CH 8111 Professional Chemistry 1

Coursework at 8000-level or higher £ 18

3 seminars 3

CH 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation in 20
Chemistry

Total Hours 42

Coursework outside the department at the 6000 level may be
deemed acceptable by a student’s supervisory committee but cannot
constitute more than 50% of the total program.

In addition, each Ph.D. student must pass a series of cumulative exams
and an oral proposal examination.

Each graduate student must complete a research project, write a
dissertation, and defend their results before a faculty committee.

Classical and Modern Languages
and Literatures

Department Head: Dr. Peter L. Corrigan
Graduate Coordinator : Dr. Brian Davisson
1502 Lee Hall

Mississippi State University 85

Box FL

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-3480

E-mail: bdavisson@cmll.msstate.edu

Graduate study is offered in the Department of Classical & Modern
Languages and Literatures leading to the degree of Master of Arts. Areas
of study are French, German, and Spanish.

Admission Criteria

The Graduate Record Examination (GRE) is not required for admission
to the M.A. program in Classical & Modern Languages and Literatures.

International students are required to have a TOEFL (Test of English
as a Foreign Language) score of 525 PBT (70 iBT) or an IELTS
(International English Language Testing Systems) score of 6 or better for
consideration. In order to be considered for an assistantship, applicants
must submit all materials, including the Application for Graduate
Assistantship, by April 1.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

Continuous enrollment in the University or in a specific graduate program
is dependent upon a satisfactory evaluation of academic performance
and progress toward the completion of a specified degree. A student’s
progress is considered satisfactory unless judged to be unsatisfactory

by the department and/or the dean of the college offering the program.
Unsatisfactory performance may be defined as the failure to maintain a B
average in graduate courses attempted after admission to the program,
a grade of U, D, or F in any course, more than two grades below a B,
failure of the preliminary/comprehensive examination, an unsatisfactory
evaluation of a thesis or dissertation, failure of the research defense, or
any other failure of a required component of one’s program of study.

Any one of these, or any combination of these, may constitute the basis
for the termination of a student’s graduate study in a degree program;
individual programs have the right to establish their own criteria.

To be eligible for the preliminary/comprehensive examination, a graduate
student must maintain an overall B average in all graduate courses
attempted after admission to the program.

Graduate teaching assistantships, awarded on a competitive basis, are
available. In order to be considered for an assistantship, applicants must
submit all materials, including the Application for Graduate Assistantship,
by April 1. For additional information, contact the Graduate Coordinator

(p. 85).
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Program of Study/Completion
Requirements

Thesis and non-thesis options are available. A minimum of 21 graduate-
level semester hours taught in one target language must be taken for the
thesis or non-thesis M.A.; options, except for students pursuing study in
two languages. Students may pursue study in two languages by taking a
minimum of 18 hours in each language.

For the thesis option, a minimum of 12 hours must be taken at the 8000-
level. For the non-thesis option, a minimum of 15 hours must be at the
8000-level. Up to 6 credit hours of Directed Individual Study credits (FL
7000) may be counted toward the 8000-level requirement. Also required
for the degree is a comprehensive written and oral examination based
upon all coursework taken and a departmental graduate reading list.
Thesis students will also defend their thesis during the comprehensive
oral examination.

Master of Arts in Foreign Language - Thesis

FL XXXX Graduate language courses in chosen area 21

of study !
Additional graduate-level coursework 3
Research/thesis 2
Total Hours 30

! Students are encouraged to take FL 8113 Capstone Seminar, FL

6023 Introduction to Literary Criticism, and/or FL 8693 Advanced
Foreign Language Pedagogy.

Requires an oral defense of the thesis, given during the
comprehensive oral examination.

Note: If students pursue study in two languages, they are are required to
have a minimum of 18 hours at the graduate level in each language, for a
total of 36 hours.

Master of Arts - Non-Thesis

FL XXXX Graduate-level courses in chosen area of study 21
FL XXXX or additional graduate-level coursework 1 12
Total Hours 33

Students are encouraged to continue taking coursework in their
area of study. Students are encouraged to take FL 8113 Capstone
Seminar, FL 6023 Introduction to Literary Criticism and/or FL

8693 Advanced Foreign Language Pedagogy. Students are also
encouraged to work in a minor field such as (but not limited to)
History, Education, and Teaching of English as a Second Language.

Note: If students pursue study in two languages, they are required to
have a minimum of 18 hours at the graduate level in each language, for a
total of 36 hours.

Communication

Department Head: Dr. John E. Forde
130 McComas Hall

Box PF

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-3320

E-mail: jforde@comm.msstate.edu

Communication courses may be taken for graduate credit by qualified
students majoring in other subjects. Currently there is no graduate
program in Communication. For additional information, contact the
Department of Communication (jforde@comm.msstate.edu).

English

Department Head: Dr. Daniel Punday
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Lara Dodds
2000 Lee Hall

Box E

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-3644

E-mail: [d214@msstate.edu

Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL)
Certificate Program

Program Director: Dr. Wendy Herd

2313 Lee Hall

Box E

Mississippi State, MS 39762

E-mail: wjh159@msstate.edu

Graduate Study is offered in the Department of English leading to the
Master of Arts degree. Teaching assistantships are available.

Admission Criteria

Prerequisites for admission into the graduate program include all the
general requirements of the Office of the Graduate School and an
undergraduate English degree (or 18 hours of undergraduate English
courses beyond composition, with a B average or higher). Applicants
are strongly encouraged to submit GRE scores. International students
must obtain a TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) score of
625 PBT (106 iBT) or an IELTS (International English Language Testing
Systems) score of 8 or better. An applicant must submit all materials by
March 15 to be considered for an assistantship.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL) Certificate Program

The Certificate in the Teaching of English to Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL) is designed to provide students with the theoretical
and practical knowledge needed to begin a career in English language
teaching. Students who earn the certificate will be prepared to teach
English as a foreign language in countries outside the United States and



English as a second language in positions inside the United States that
do not require a teacher’s license.

Admission to the Certificate Program

The graduate program of the Certificate in TESOL is open to graduate
students in good standing who are currently enrolled at the University in
any major. Degree-seeking students will be awarded their certificates at
the time that they complete their degrees.

Additionally, the program is open to members of the following groups who
hold a B.A./B.S. or higher degree.

« Current employees of Mississippi State University
« People currently employed as educators in Mississippi at any level

* People who have earned a degree at MSU within the previous five
years

Unsatisfactory Performance

Unsatisfactory performance in the graduate program in English may

be defined as any of the following: failure to maintain a B average in
attempted graduate courses after admission to the program, a grade

of U or F in any one course, failure of the comprehensive examination,
unsatisfactory evaluation of a thesis, or failure of a required component
of the program of study. Any one of these or a combination of these
may constitute the basis for review for possible dismissal. The graduate
coordinator will review the record along with the student’s graduate
committee and take a final course of action which will be immediate
dismissal or the establishment of a probationary period in which
corrective action must take place. Appeal of dismissal can be made by
submitting a written appeal statement to the department head. If the
dismissal is upheld by the department head upon the student’s appeal,
the student can then submit a written appeal to the dean of the College of
Arts & Sciences.

Programs of Study

Students may pursue an emphasis in Creative Writing or a minor in
Teaching of English as a Second Language. External minors are also
available.

Master of Arts in English - Thesis

Graduate coursework 21
EN 8103 Graduate Research in English 3
EN 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in English 6
Total Hours 30

¢ Athesis is required.

« All students must display a reading knowledge of a foreign language,
usually by having completed four undergraduate semesters in that
language with a B average or higher.

« All students, regardless of their fields of study, must take a
comprehensive examination in British and American literature. The
exam must be taken at the beginning of the student’s fourth full
semester.

Master of Arts in English - Non-Thesis

Graduate coursework 30
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EN 8103 Graduate Research in English 3
Total Hours 33

« All students must display a reading knowledge of a foreign language,
usually by having completed four undergraduate semesters in that
language with a B average or higher.

« All students, regardless of their fields of study, must take a
comprehensive examination in British and American literature. The
exam must be taken at the beginning of the student’s fourth full
semester.

Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL) Certificate Program

Theoretical Background

EN 6403 Introduction to Linguistics

EN 6463 Studies in Second Language Acquisition

EN 6443 English Syntax

Language Teaching Methodology

Select two of the following: 6
EN 6433 Approaches to TESOL
EN 6453 Methods in TESOL
EN 6493 TESOL Practicum

Total Hours 15

The program requires 15 credit hours (5 courses) in linguistics and
English language teaching methods that introduce students to basic
methods of linguistic analysis and principles of communicative language
teaching.

Non-degree seeking students will be awarded their certificates
immediately upon completing the certificate requirements.

Gender Studies Certificate
Program

Director: Dr. Kimberly Kelly

231 Etheredge Hall

Box C, MS 9562

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2355

E-mail: genderstudies@msstate.edu
Website: http://genderstudies.msstate.edu

Gender Studies is an interdisciplinary academic program that examines
the construction of gender as a social, cultural, and psychological
phenomenon and the various ideologies that underpin the distinctions
that different societies over time have made between the categories of
“man” and “woman.” As a field of inquiry, Gender Studies considers how
gender as a social and cultural construction shapes people’s lives, their
relationships, the workplace, institutional structures, public policy, and
the production of knowledge. It also investigates the different impact of
events, technologies, and government policies on men and women. The
study of gender helps to broaden understandings of culture and identity,
the intersection of gender with race, class, and sexuality, health and body
politics, region and environment, nationalism, and citizenship.
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The Gender Studies Certificate is awarded to students who complete 12
credit hours from the listed courses. The student may also petition the
director for approval of another course.

COE 6743 Gender Issues in Counseling 3
EN 8593 Studies in Post-Colonial Literatures 3
HDFS 6313 Family Resource Management 3
HDFS 6403 Introduction to Gerontology 8
HI 6273 Women in American History 3
HI 6293 History of Gender and Science 8
PSY 6983 Psychology of Aging 3
SO 6403 Sociology of Gender and Sexuality 3
SO 8503 Seminar in the Family 3

Geosciences

Department Head: Dr. John C. Rodgers, Il
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Renee Clary
Hilbun 108

Box 5448

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3915

On-Campus Programs

Email: tina@geosci.msstate.edu

Distance Learning Programs

E-mail: mary@geosci.msstate.edu

Admission

The Department of Geosciences offers graduate study leading to the
Master of Science degree in Geoscience and the Doctor of Philosophy
degree in Earth and Atmospheric Science. An applicant to the program
must have an undergraduate GPA of at least 2.75 on a scale of 4.00 for
entry to the master’s program and at least 3.00 at both the undergraduate
and graduate level for entry to the doctoral program. The general GRE is
required of all on-campus applicants.

Although helpful, an undergraduate background in Geosciences is

not a prerequisite for admission into the M.S. in Geoscience program.
Applicants to the master’s program in the Broadcast or Professional

Meteorology concentrations are required to have passed Calculus |

prior to arrival on campus, and the completion of Calculus Il will greatly

improve the chances of being accepted. All other master’s applicants are

recommended to have completed Calculus I.

Applicants to the doctoral program are required to have completed a
thesis-based master’s degree and have a background in one of the
departmental emphasis areas. All applicants for the Doctoral program
must identify a mentor (dissertation supervisor) prior to acceptance into
the program. Applicants who have not completed a thesis or are from
other science disciplines will be considered on a case-by-case basis
through a petition, initiated by the identified mentor, to the department’s
graduate faculty. The doctoral degree student should anticipate a four-
year program of study. Depending on the applicant’s emphasis area of
interest, Calculus | and Il may be required for admission.

The application package must contain the application for admission;

at least three letters of reference; official bachelor’s degree transcript;
official transcripts from all colleges attended after earning the bachelor’'s
degree (both undergraduate and graduate work); and a statement

of purpose. An applicant for the Main Campus program is required

to take the GRE. A student admitted to the Broadcast Meteorology
concentration can only begin studies in the fall term. The application
deadline for consideration for assistantship funding is January 1.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

The Department of Geosciences follows the Graduate School guidelines
regarding academic dismissal from an academic program. Additionally,
a grade of U given for thesis or dissertation research hours, three grades
of C, or a grade of D or F for any regular class will result in dismissal
from the program. A student in the Broadcast Meteorology concentration
who earns a C in the first year of graduate study will be required to take a
proficiency exam in the summer before the second year. Unsatisfactory
performance on the exam will result in dismissal from the program.

Concentration Descriptions

The Applied Meteorology Program is designed for individuals with
meteorological, environmental or hazards-related careers. This non-
thesis concentration is offered through distance education.

The Broadcast Meteorology concentration is designed for students
intending to pursue meteorology careers in media. This non-thesis
concentration combines meteorology coursework with the Practicum
in Broadcast Meteorology sequence.

Environmental Geosciences is a non-thesis concentration intended
for students interested in a broader cross-section of the geosciences.
It is offered both on-campus and through distance education.

» The Geography concentration is a thesis-based program appropriate
for students interested in studying the spatial distribution of cultural
and physical features across the Earth’s surface. It can be tailored
toward specific interests in either human or physical geography.

The Geology concentration is thesis-based and intended to prepare
students for careers in professional geology or further graduate study.

The concentration in Geospatial Sciences is a thesis-based program
designed to prepare students to use geospatial technologies to
provide insight into Earth and atmospheric processes.

The Professional Meteorology/Climatology concentration is thesis-
based and is intended to prepare students for forecasting careers or
further graduate study.

The Teachers in Geosciences concentration is a two-year, 36
credit hour program of study offered through distance education. Itis
designed primarily for K-12 science teachers.



Master of Science Programs of Study

Both a thesis track and a non-thesis track are available at the master’s
level for both on-campus and distance learning delivery methods.

General Departmental Requirements

Both options require competency in statistics or a foreign language. A
student enrolled in a non-thesis concentration may petition the graduate
faculty to complete a thesis. The department will not approve the request
unless a faculty member has agreed to serve as major professor and

a committee can be assembled. The department follows the Graduate
School guidelines regarding the minimum number of course hours that
must be at 8000-level or higher.

The department has on-campus concentrations in the following areas.

« Broadcast Meteorology

« Environmental Geosciences

* Geography

* Geology

« Geospatial Sciences

« Professional Meteorology/Climatology

The department also offers the following concentrations through distance
education:

* Applied Meteorology Program (AMP)
« Environmental Geosciences (ENGS)
« Teachers In Geosciences (TIG)

The AMP is designed for individuals who are already in meteorological,
environmental, or hazards-related careers. The Environmental
Geosciences concentration is intended for individuals interested in a
broader cross-section of the geosciences. The TIG concentration is
primarily designed for in-service teachers.

A student admitted to the Applied Meteorology program (AMP) must
hold a B.S. degree in a science and have completed GR 4713 or

its equivalent. A student who is admitted in the graduate program

in Geosciences in the Broadcast Meteorology concentration must
successfully complete a background assessment test in meteorology.
The test will be administered during the spring of each year. A student
scoring less than 80% on this test must successfully complete (grade of
B or better) GR 1603 from MSU by Distance Learning before starting his
or her initial enrollment on campus for study in Broadcast Meteorology. A
student admitted to the Environmental Geosciences concentration

must have completed GG 1113 and GR 1603 or their equivalents. All
prerequisite courses may be taken through distance education prior to
enrolling in the graduate programs. Specific classes may require further
prerequisites.

Master of Science in Geosciences with
Applied Meteorology Concentration

GR 8553 Research Methods in Geoscience 3
GR 6303 Principles of GIS &
GR 8833 Weather and Society 3
GR 8453 Quantitative Analysis in Climatology 8
GR 8573 Research in Applied Meteorology 3
Select at least one of the following: 3

GR 6923 Severe Weather
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GR 6943 Tropical Meteorology
Select at least nine hours from the following: ! 9

GR 6313 Advanced GIS

GR 6333 Remote Sensing of the Physical

Environment

GR 6473 Numerical Weather Prediction

GR 6603 Climatology

GR 6753 Satellite and Radar Meteorology

GR 6823 Dynamic Meteorology |

GR 6933 Dynamic Meteorology I

GG 8203 Ocean Science

GG 8233 Environmental Geoscience

GG 8613 Hydrology

GR 8613 Hydrometeorology

GR 8613 Hydrometeorology

GR 8633 Climate Change

GR 8813 Advanced Hazards and Disasters

GR 8133 Foundations in Forecasting

GR 8143 Advanced Forecasting Techniques
Additional graduate-level coursework 2 9
Total Hours 36

! Substitutions may be made with the approval of the major professor

and committee and with appropriate documentation. They must be
noted on the program of study. Note: A split-level course completed
at the undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level
for use on the program of study.

A research project presentation and a written and oral
comprehensive examination are required.

Master of Science in Geosciences, Broadcast
Meteorology Concentration

GR 8553 Research Methods in Geoscience
Select at least 9 hours from the following: £
GR 6502 Practicum in Broadcast Meteorology |
GR 6512 Practicum in Broadcast Meteorology |1
GR 6522 Practicum in Broadcast Meteorology IlI
GR 6532 Practicum in Broadcast Meteorology IV
GR 6613 Applied Climatology
GR 6623 Physical Meteorology
GR 6733 Synoptic Meteorology
GR 6753 Satellite and Radar Meteorology
GR 6823 Dynamic Meteorology |
GR 6203 Geography of North America
GR 6813 Natural Hazards and Processes
GR 8843 Advanced Mesoscale Meteorology
GR 8453 Quantitative Analysis in Climatology
Additional graduate-level coursework 2 24
Total Hours 36
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A student who has taken any of these 9 hours in an undergraduate
Geosciences program may substitute these or other appropriate
MSU graduate-level courses. Substitutions may be made with the
approval of the major professor and committee. They must be noted
on the program of study. Note: A split-level course completed at the
undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level for use
on the program of study.

A research project presentation and a written and oral
comprehensive examination are required.

Master of Science in Geosciences with
Environmental Geosciences Concentration

GR 8553 Research Methods in Geoscience
GR 8410 Field Methods Seminar 3
or GR 8573 Research in Applied Meteorology
Select at least 9 hours from the following: 1 9
GG 6033 Resources and the Environment
GG 6063 Development of Fossil Fuel Resources
GR 6303 Principles of GIS
GR 6313 Advanced GIS
GR 6333 Remote Sensing of the Physical
Environment
GG 6503 Geomorphology
GG 6523 Coastal Environments
GR 6123 Urban Geography
GG 6613 Physical Hydrogeology
GR 6813 Natural Hazards and Processes
GR 6603 Climatology
GR 6613 Applied Climatology
GG 8203 Ocean Science
GG 8233 Environmental Geoscience
GR 8633 Climate Change
GR 8813 Advanced Hazards and Disasters
Additional graduate-level coursework 2 15
Total Hours 30

! A student who has taken any of these 9 hours in an undergraduate

Geosciences program may substitute these or other appropriate
MSU graduate-level courses. Substitutions may be made with the
approval of the major professor and committee. They must be noted
on the program of study. Note: A split-level course completed at the
undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level for use
on the program of study.

A capstone research project (oral presentation and paper) and a
written and oral comprehensive examination are required.

Master of Science in Geosciences with
Geography Concentration

GG 8561 Geoscience Seminar 1
GR 8542 Geographic Literature 2
or GG 8572 Geologic Literature
Select at least 9 hours from the following: ! 9
GR 6123 Urban Geography
GR 6203 Geography of North America
GR 6213 Geography of Latin America

GR 6223 Geography of Europe

GR 6233 Geography of Asia

GR 6243 Geography of Russia and the Former

Soviet Republics

GR 6253 Geography of Africa

GR 6263 Geography of the South

GR 6283 Geography of Islamic World

GR 8313 Advanced Cultural Geography
Additional graduate-level coursework 12
GR 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Geography 2 6
Total Hours 30

! A student who has taken any of these 9 hours in an undergraduate

Geosciences program may substitute these or other appropriate
MSU graduate-level courses. Substitutions may be made with the
approval of the major professor and committee. They must be noted
on the program of study. Note: A split-level course completed at the
undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level for use
on the program of study.

A thesis defense / comprehensive exam is required.

Master of Science in Geosciences with
Geology Concentration

GG 8561 Geoscience Seminar
GR 8542 Geographic Literature

or GG 8572 Geologic Literature
Select at least 9 hours from the following: 1 9

GG 6033 Resources and the Environment

GG 6063 Development of Fossil Fuel Resources

GG 6114 Mineralogy

GG 6123 Petrology

GG 6153 Engineering Geology

GG 6201 Practicum in Paleontology

GG 6203 Principles of Paleobiology

GG 6233 Applied Geophysics

GG 6304 Principles of Sedimentary Deposits |

GG 6403 Gulf Coast Stratigraphy

GG 6413 Structural Geology

GG 6433 Subsurface Methods

GG 6443 Principles of Sedimentary Deposits Il

GG 6503 Geomorphology

GG 6523 Coastal Environments

GG 6613 Physical Hydrogeology

GG 6623 Chemical Hydrogeology

GG 8713 Regional Geology of Eastern North

America

Additional graduate-level coursework 12
GG 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Geosciences 6
Total Hours 30



A student who has taken any of these 9 hours in an undergraduate
Geosciences program may substitute these or other appropriate
MSU graduate-level courses. Substitutions may be made with the
approval of the major professor and committee. They must be noted
on the program of study. Note: A split-level course completed at the
undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level for use
on the program of study.

Thesis defense / comprehensive exam is required.

Master of Science in Geosciences with
Geospatial Sciences Concentration
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GR 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Geography 2 6

Total Hours 30

! A student who has taken any of these 9 hours in an undergraduate

Geosciences program may substitute these or other appropriate
MSU graduate-level courses. Substitutions may be made with the
approval of the major professor and committee. They must be noted
on the program of study. Note: A split-level course completed at the
undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level for use
on the program of study.

Thesis defense / comprehensive exam is required.

Master of Science in Geosciences with
Teachers in Geosciences Concentration

GG 8561 Geoscience Seminar 1
GR 8542 Geographic Literature
or GG 8572 Geologic Literature
Select at least 9 hours from the following: ! 9
GR 6303 Principles of GIS
GR 6313 Advanced GIS
GR 6323 Cartographic Sciences
GR 6333 Remote Sensing of the Physical
Environment
GR 6363 Geographic Information Systems
Programming
GR 6411 Remote Sensing Seminar
GR 8303 Advanced Geodatabase Systems
Additional graduate-level coursework 12
GR 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Geography 2 6
Total Hours 30

1 .
A student who has taken any of these 9 hours in an undergraduate

Geosciences program may substitute these or other appropriate
MSU graduate-level courses. Substitutions may be made with the
approval of the major professor and committee. They must be noted
on the program of study. Note: A split-level course completed at the
undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level for use
on the program of study.

A thesis defense / comprehensive exam is required.

Master of Science in Geosciences with
Professional Meteorology/Climatology
Concentration - Thesis

GG 8561 Geoscience Seminar

GR 8542 Geographic Literature
or GG 8572 Geologic Literature

Select at least 9 hours from the following: ! 9
GR 6613 Applied Climatology
GR 6623 Physical Meteorology
GR 6733 Synoptic Meteorology
GR 6753 Satellite and Radar Meteorology
GR 6823 Dynamic Meteorology |
GR 6933 Dynamic Meteorology I
GR 6813 Natural Hazards and Processes
GR 8843 Advanced Mesoscale Meteorology
GR 8453 Quantitative Analysis in Climatology

Additional graduate-level coursework 12

GR 8553 Research Methods in Geoscience 3
Select 15 hours from the following: & 15
GR 6603 Climatology
GG 8203 Ocean Science
GG 8233 Environmental Geoscience
GR 8400 Field Methods in Geosciences
GR 8410 Field Methods Seminar 2
Additional graduate-level coursework £ 18
Total Hours 36

! substitutions may be made with the approval of the major professor

and committee and with appropriate documentation. They must be
noted on the program of study. Note: A split-level course completed
at the undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level
for use on the program of study.

Four (4) credits required, may also be repeated for 3 hours of
electives.

A research project presentation and a written and oral
comprehensive examination are required.

Doctoral Program of Study

Doctor of Philosophy in Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences

GG 8913 Research, Readings, and Technigues in 3
Geosciences

GR 8913 Philosophy and Ethics in Geosciences g

GG 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in 20
Geology

or GR 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in Geography
llAdditionaI courses offered within the Department of Geosciences 10
Total Hours 36

! At the discretion of the student’s Ph.D. committee, other courses

offered from MSU may also be used to satisfy this requirement. Six
hours must be at the 8000 level. Note: A split-level course completed
at the undergraduate level cannot be repeated on the graduate level
for use on the program of study.

The doctoral program will include 36 hours beyond the master’s and
the completion of a dissertation. Written and oral comprehensive
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examinations are administered at the end of required coursework. A
dissertation proposal defense is also required.

History

Department Head: Dr. Alan |. Marcus
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Stephen Brain
214 Allen Hall

Box H

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3604

E-mail: correspondence@history.msstate.edu

Diversity Certificate Program Director: Dr. Alan I. Marcus
214 Allen Hall

Box H

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-7075

E-mail: aimarcus@bhistory.msstate.edu

The Department of History offers programs leading to the Master of Arts
and Doctor of Philosophy degrees. Fields for the master’s degree are:
United States, Europe, Latin America, Asia, Africa, and World. Fields for
the PhD. Degree are: United States and Europe. A student may choose
a minor field of study outside the History Department with concurrence
of his or her advisor. Not all of the fields listed above are available
for dissertation research or as the major field for a Master of Arts
degree.

Admission Criteria

The History Department expects an applicant to have either an overall
GPA of 3.00 or a GPA of 3.00 in the last two years of undergraduate
study. The prerequisite for admission to a graduate program in history is
a minimum of 18 hours of undergraduate history courses; for a graduate
minor in history, 12 hours of undergraduate history courses are required.
A Ph.D. applicant must submit the Graduate Record Examination
(GRE) and must submit a writing sample with their application packet
to the Office of the Graduate School. Applicants who received the M.A.
in History from MSU are not required to take the GRE. Examples of
acceptable writing samples are publications, chapters from a thesis, or a
seminar paper.

An international student intending to pursue a graduate degree in history
must meet all regular requirements and, in addition, present a Test of
English as a Foreign Language score of 550 or higher. This requirement
does not apply to international students with degrees from an American
institution nor to students from countries where English is the primary
language. The applicant should understand that the History Department
uses the statement of purpose as a major factor in making admissions
decisions. ltis to the applicant’s advantage to take special care in
completing this statement. The applicant should add additional pages
to the statement of purpose if necessary. To facilitate the selection of
an advisor the applicant should explain his/her fields of interest in the
statement of purpose. An applicant whose quantitative credentials meet
the stated criteria may still be denied admission because of qualitative
factors. Normally, applicants will receive an admission decision within 30
days after the receipt of all required materials by the department.

Application Deadlines

Fall Semester April 1

Spring Semester November 1

Teaching Assistantships (fall March 1

semester only)

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Contingent Admission

An applicant lacking an adequate background in history may be granted
contingent admission and be required to take additional courses at the
undergraduate level.

Academic Performance

Although one C grade may be included in a graduate program, the
History Department views C grades as evidence of unsatisfactory work.

A student who earns a second C grade will be dismissed from the
program. Students earning one grade of D or F will also be dismissed
from the program. A candidate for degree must have achieved a B
average by the end of the coursework.

Diversity Certificate Program

The Diversity Certificate Program seeks to teach workplace success by
providing the multi-cultural knowledge and skills necessary to navigate
among a diverse workforce. At the heart of this post-baccalaureate
program is the demand that students learn and think critically about race,
race relations, ethnicity, social class and inequality, religion, and gender.
This requirement will produce employees who have the necessary
sensitivity and understanding to accept important leadership challenges
and to advance themselves and their workplace.

Its methods are straightforward. Each student seeking a certificate must
take at least one of two courses from each of four distinct fields: History,
Sociology, Gender Studies and African American Studies. Students are
free to take more than the minimum number of courses; however, the
program an intense immersion in one course from each area will enhance
understanding sufficient for business persons to achieve objectives most
sensibly and expeditiously.

The choice of these four fields is deliberate and precise. History will
enable students to learn the various forces, activities and trends leading
to the present day world; history grants perspective. Sociology will
explore and explain the interactions among and between diverse peoples
in the present day; it explores social dynamics. Both African American
and Gender Studies offer a more multivariate approach. Borrowing from
a number of disciplines and specialties, they offer an interdisciplinary,
multicultural perspective, revealing numerous, tangible intersections



among institutional sexism and racism, power relationships, economic
allocation and self and group actualization.

Together, these four fields create a tightly woven package that will make
a true difference both in the students who take the courses and the
workplaces in which they operate. Each of the courses has a similar
approach using classic writings, great thinkers and pertinent events

as well as analysis and understanding of those whose voices in social
settings remain obscured. Each utilizes the most recent information and
insight to fashion an acute demonstration of how multicultural knowledge
and understanding is essential to successful functioning in all aspects of
the modern world.

Admission

Applicants must be graduates of accredited undergraduate institutions
and be admitted by the Graduate Office either as a degree-program

or unclassified graduate student. Students wishing to apply for the
certificate program must submit a writing sample explaining how they
plan to use the Diversity Certificate in their careers. This document is
required from degree-program and unclassified graduate students and
must be submitted directly to Dr. Alan Marcus (p. 92). International
students must obtain a TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language)
score of 625 PBT (106 iBT) or an IELTS (International English Language
Testing Systems) score of 8.0 or better.

Accelerated Program

Undergraduate students may apply to the Accelerated Program once
they have accumulated 60 hours of graded coursework and 15 hours

of graded coursework in history. Applicants must have maintained

a 3.5 GPA in both their cumulative undergraduate coursework and

their coursework in history. Admission is contingent upon the student
completing HI 3903 with a grade of B or better. The initial application
will be to the History Department. Applicants must submit a completed
graduate application form, a statement of purpose for graduate study,
transcripts, and at least two letters of recommendation from history
faculty members. The application deadlines for this program are
November 1 and April 1. All applications will be reviewed at the start of
the semester for which the student has been admitted into the program;
students whose GPA has fallen below the minimum requirement or

who have failed to complete HI 3903 with a B, will be removed from the
program. If a student intends to apply for this program he or she should
meet with the graduate coordinator during the advising period prior to the
semester for which the student intends to apply for admission to select
the appropriate courses. The student must apply to the Graduate School
for regular admission into the graduate program during his or her last
year of enrollment as an undergraduate.

Master of Arts Degree Program of Study

The History Department offers the Master of Arts degree with an
emphasis in United States, European, Latin American, African, Asian, or
World History. A student may choose between a thesis and a non-thesis
degree program. Each student will choose a primary and a secondary
area of emphasis. The primary area of emphasis will be drawn from one
of the following subject areas: United States, European, Latin American,
Asian, African, or World History. The secondary area of emphasis for

a thesis student will be drawn from either another one of the above
subject areas, or a topical field related to a particular region or historical
phenomenon. Students can minor in a field outside of history; a minor
outside of history must include at least nine semester hours.
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A degree candidate with a thesis must also demonstrate proficiency in
one research skill which may be either reading proficiency in a foreign
language or proficiency in quantitative methods or some other relevant
research skill as determined by the student’s graduate committee. The
non-thesis program is designed for students planning to enter secondary
education or who want to develop a broad understanding of history for

a variety of other reasons. The secondary area of emphasis for a non-
thesis degree candidate must be drawn from a geographic region other
than the one the student has selected for the primary field. The non-
thesis program does not require a research skill.

Each student must have a graduate committee composed of three
graduate faculty members who will oversee the student’s progress toward
the M.A. degree and conduct a written comprehensive examination and
an oral defense of it at the conclusion of the student’s graduate studies.
At least two of the committee members must be members of the History
Department’s graduate faculty. If a minor from outside the department is
selected, one member must be from the minor area of study.

Each master’s degree candidate will complete a comprehensive
examination at the completion of graduate studies. The examination
will cover both primary and secondary fields and will be taken at a time
and in a format determined by the student’s graduate committee. The
student choosing the thesis option will also be expected to provide an
oral defense of the thesis at the conclusion of her/his graduate studies.

Master of Arts in History (United States
Emphasis) - Thesis

Research seminar

HI 8923 Historiography and Historical Method
Select two of the following:
HI 8933 Colloquium in Colonial and Revolutionary
America
HI1 8943 Colloquium in the U.S. History from
1787-1877
HI 8953 Colloquium in the U.S. History from
1877-1945
HI 8963 Colloquium in the U.S. History from 1945-
present
Additional graduate-level coursework 18
Total Hours 30

Master of Arts in History (United States
Emphasis) - Non-Thesis

Research seminar
HI 8923

Select two of the following - one pre-1877 and one post-1877:
HI 8933

Historiography and Historical Method

Colloquium in Colonial and Revolutionary

America

HI1 8943 Colloquium in the U.S. History from
1787-1877

HI 8953 Colloquium in the U.S. History from
1877-1945

HI 8963 Colloquium in the U.S. History from 1945-
present

Additional graduate-level coursework 18

Total Hours 30
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Master of Arts in History (European, Latin
American, Asian, African, or World History
Emphasis) - Thesis

Research seminar
HI 8923
Additional graduate-level coursework 24

w

Historiography and Historical Method 3

Total Hours 30

Master of Arts in History (European, Latin
American, Asian, African, or World History
Emphasis) - Non-Thesis

Research seminar 3
HI 8923
Additional graduate-level coursework 24

Historiography and Historical Method 3

Total Hours 30

5th Year Master of Arts Degree

The History Department offers undergraduate students with an interest
in history the opportunity to complete a Master of Arts in History with an
additional year of post-baccalaureate study. This program offers both
the thesis and non-thesis options outlined in the regular Master of Arts
degree program.

Requirements

Students in this program must meet the same expectations regarding
primary and secondary fields of emphasis, research skills, and forming
a graduate committee as students in the regular M.A. program. Each
candidate for the 5th year M.A. degree must complete the required
coursework for either the thesis or non-thesis M.A.

Baccalaureate Degree and 5th Year Master
of Arts in History (United States Emphasis) -
Thesis

Baccalaureate degree

Research seminar

HI 8923

Select two of the following: 6
HI 8933

Historiography and Historical Method

Colloquium in Colonial and Revolutionary
America

HI 8943 Colloquium in the U.S. History from
1787-1877

Colloquium in the U.S. History from
1877-1945

Colloquium in the U.S. History from 1945-
present

HI 8953

HI 8963

Additional graduate-level coursework 18

Total Hours 30

Baccalaureate Degree and 5th Year Master
of Arts in History (United States Emphasis) -
Non-Thesis

Baccalaureate degree
Research seminar &

HI 8923 Historiography and Historical Method 3
Select two of the following - one pre-1877 and one post-1877: 6
HI 8933 Colloquium in Colonial and Revolutionary
America
HI 8943 Colloquium in the U.S. History from
1787-1877
HI 8953 Colloquium in the U.S. History from
1877-1945
HI 8963 Colloquium in the U.S. History from 1945-
present
Additional graduate-level coursework 18
Total Hours 30

Baccalaureate Degree and 5th Year Master
of Arts in History (European, Latin American,
Asian, African, or World History Emphasis) -
Thesis

Baccalaureate degree

Research seminar 3
HI 8923 Historiography and Historical Method 3
Additional graduate-level coursework 24
Total Hours 30

Baccalaureate Degree and 5th Year Master
of Arts in History (European, Latin American,
Asian, African, or World History Emphasis) -
Non-Thesis

Baccalaureate degree

Research seminar 3
HI 8923 Historiography and Historical Method 3
Additional graduate-level coursework 24
Total Hours 30

Program of Study as an Undergraduate

In the course of completing the requirements for the student’s
undergraduate degree the student may enroll in up to 9 hours of graduate
courses which will count toward both the student’s undergraduate degree
and the M.A. in history. These courses can be at either the 6000 or

8000 level, and the student should enroll in them for graduate credit.
Once the graduate course has been completed, the student and advisor
will apply to the Registrar to have the course count for undergraduate
credit. Once this application is granted, the course will appear on the
student’s undergraduate transcript. A split-level course will appear as the
4000-level equivalent of the 6000-level course. An 8000-level course will
appear on the student’s transcript as a 4993 Special Topics course with
the same name as the 8000-level course. The student may opt out of the
5th year M.A. program at any time and complete a regular undergraduate
major in history. Once the student has opted out, however, no further
courses will be allowed to count for both graduate and undergraduate
credit.

Registration for a graduate course requires the undergraduate student to
complete the Undergraduate Request to Enroll in Graduate Courses(s)
form. The student can access the form at http://www.grad.msstate.edu/
forms/pdf/accel.pdf and must submit the completed form to the Office of



the Graduate School. The OGS will inform the student by email when he/
she can register for the graduate course.

The student will receive the bachelor's degree after the requirements

for that degree have been met. On completion of the degree the
student will be admitted into the regular graduate program provided the
student has received no grade lower than a C in any course taken for
graduate credit and not received more than one C in the courses taken
for undergraduate credit; in either of these cases the student will be
dismissed from the graduate program. If the student's GPA in graduate-
level courses is below a 3.00 the student will enter the graduate portion of
the 5th Year M.A. program on academic probation and may be removed
from the program if the overall GPA does not rise above 3.00 at the end
of the student’s first full semester in the graduate program.

Program of Study for the Student’s Post-
Baccalaureate Year

In the student’s post-baccalaureate year he or she will be expected

to complete either the thesis or non-thesis degree program. Students
who do not complete the 5th Year M.A. program by the end of the
summer following their first post-baccalaureate year will be automatically
transferred into the regular M.A. program.

Doctor of Philosophy Degree

The History Department offers the Ph.D. degree with a primary emphasis
in either United States or European History. The student will choose a
primary field of emphasis in either United States History or European
History. Students are required to prepare for examination in four fields of
emphasis. Two fields of emphasis will be chronological fields within the
primary area of emphasis (U.S. or European). A third field of emphasis
will be drawn from the department’s core areas (International Security
and Internal Safety, History of Science and Technology, and Agricultural,
Rural, and Environment History). The final field of emphasis will be

a topical or regional field or in a discipline other than history. Fields

of emphasis outside of the History Department must include at least

12 hours. The student should refer to the History Department'’s list of
available fields of emphasis for more information. Each student must hold
a bachelor’s degree from an appropriately accredited institution of higher
learning and possess qualifications indicating ability to do graduate

work on a doctoral level, as determined by the department's Graduate
Committee.

The department expects that the student will normally complete at least

60 hours of coursework (40 classroom hours and 20 research hours)

beyond the bachelor’s degree for the Ph.D. degree in history. Credit

earned in a master’'s degree program at Mississippi State or up to 20

credit hours earned elsewhere may be used to satisfy requirements

for the doctoral program if it is appropriate to the candidate’s doctoral

fields and acceptable to the student’s graduate committee. Each student

pursuing the Ph.D. degree in history must demonstrate proficiency

in at least one research skill by the end of the fourth semester of his

or her enrollment in the program. This requirement may be fulfilled

by demonstrating a reading knowledge of a foreign language or by

demonstrating proficiency in another research skill appropriate to the

student’s field of study. Each candidate is required to complete, or have

completed, HI 8923 at Mississippi State and two research seminars.
Each student is also required to select a specialization in one of the

Department’s three core areas:

« International Security and Internal Safety, or
« History of Science and Technology, or

Mississippi State University 95

e Agricultural, Rural, and Environmental History.

Doctor of Philosophy in History (United
States Emphasis)

Two research seminars 6
HI 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in 20
History
HI 8923 Historiography and Historical Method
HI 8933 Colloquium in Colonial and Revolutionary
America !
HI 8943 Colloquium in the U.S. History from 3
1787-1877 *
HI 8953 Colloquium in the U.S. History from 3
1877-1945
HI 8963 Colloquium in the U.S. History from 1945- 3
present !
Select one of the following in specialization area: 3
HI 8873 Seminar in History of Science and
Technology
HI 8893 Seminar in History of International Security
and Internal Safety
HI 8883 U.S. Agricultural History, 1500-2000

Three seminar-related courses in the specialiszation 2
HIST XXXX

Total Hours 60

Additional graduate coursework

Or an equivalent acceptable to the graduate committee.

2 Chosen in consultation with the student’s graduate committee.

Doctor of Philosophy in History (European
History Emphasis)

Two research seminars 6
Research 20
HI 8923 Historiography and Historical Method
Select one of the following in specialization area:
HI 8873 Seminar in History of Science and
Technology
HI 8893 Seminar in History of International Security
and Internal Safety
HI 8883 U.S. Agricultural History, 1500-2000
Three seminar-related courses in the specialization £ 9
HIST XXXX Additional graduate coursework 19
Total Hours 60

Chosen in consultation with the student’s graduate committee.

The prospective Ph.D. candidate must understand that work toward a
Ph.D. degree is different from other academic work he or she may have
undertaken. The holder of a Ph.D. degree is assumed to have mastered
his or her field of study and to have developed an ability to do original
research and to make original contributions to knowledge. It is the
responsibility of the student’s major professor and committee members to
determine when this level of understanding has been reached. It cannot
be measured by the number of courses completed, and the exact amount
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of coursework required of each student in the History Department may
vary.

Each student must have a graduate committee composed of at least four
graduate faculty members. The chairman must be from the student’s
major field of emphasis and must be a full member of the graduate
faculty. He or she will normally be the student’s future dissertation
director. The committee will include a second reader, who will assist the
dissertation director, and at least two other members. Four members of
the committee must be members of the History Department’s graduate
faculty.

When the student and his or her major professor agree that adequate
preparation has been made, the major professor will schedule a
comprehensive examination. Full-time Ph.D. students should normally
take their comprehensive examinations within three years of enroliment,
and part-time Ph.D. students should take their comprehensive
examinations within four years of enrollment. The student must have
either completed all coursework or be within 6 hours of completing

the coursework. The student must have fulfilled the research skill
requirement and must have met all other History Department and
Graduate School requirements. Each student will take four written
comprehensive examinations. Students will be allowed one day for each
field, and the four examinations must be completed within a two-week
period. Faculty members who have collaborated in preparing a student
for a particular field of emphasis may contribute to one examination.

The student’'s committee will then decide if the quality of the written
examinations warrants proceeding to the oral examination. If a student
fails either the written or oral part of the comprehensive examination, she
or he may retake it after the passage of four months. A second failure
will result in termination from the program.

After passing comprehensive examinations, the student must submit a
dissertation proposal which must be approved in writing by all members
of the student’s graduate committee before the student will be admitted to
candidacy for the Ph.D. The dissertation proposal must include at least
the topic, historical question to be answered, hypothesis answering that
question, and sources to be consulted. The dissertation proposal must
specify both the director and the second reader. No candidates will be
granted a dissertation fellowship until the approved dissertation proposal
is on file in the History Department office.

The composition of the candidate’s graduate committee for the
dissertation need not be identical to the committee which conducts the
comprehensive examination. The second reader of a dissertation will be
actively involved in the dissertation process. The second reader will be
kept informed of the progress the candidate is making in the research
and will comment upon drafts of outlines and chapters as the candidate
writes them.

The dissertation must show the candidate’s mastery of research methods
in history and must make an original contribution to scholarship in the
candidate’s field. The dissertation must reflect at least 20 semester
hours of dissertation research. The candidate’s graduate committee

must approve the dissertation and administer a final oral examination
(defense). The dissertation must be provided to the members of the
committee at least fourteen days before the defense.

For additional information contact the Graduate Coordinator (p. 92).

Diversity Certificate Program

HI1 8773 Issues in Women's History 3

or HI 8783 Issues in African American History

SO 8983 Seminar in Race Relations 3
or SO 8990 Special Topics in Sociology

AAS 8793 Rae and Cultural Diversity in the 3

Workplace

or AAS 8603 Racism and the Color Line

GS 8963 Exploring Issues in Gender g
or GS 8973 Gender and Work

Total Hours 12

The Diversity Certificate Program requires a B or better in 12 credit hours
earned by taking one course from each of the pairs.

Mathematics and Statistics

Department Head: Dr. Mohsen Razzaghi
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Corlis Johnson
410 Allen Hall

Drawer MA

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3414

Fax: 662-325-0005

E-mail: office@math.msstate.edu

Website: http://math.msstate.edu

Mathematics
Admission Criteria

Graduate study is offered in the Department of Mathematics and
Statistics leading to the degrees of Master of Science in Mathematics
and Doctor of Philosophy in Mathematical Sciences. For unrestricted
admission to the master’s degree program, a degree applicant must
submit three letters of recommendation and transcripts from all former
institutions attended. The applicant must present the equivalent of

an undergraduate major in mathematics, as described in the general
catalog, with a minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.00 scale

on the last two years of undergraduate academic work. In addition,

a student is expected to possess those qualities that, in the judgment

of the departmental graduate faculty, indicate that the applicant has

the ability to do graduate work at the appropriate level. A minimum
score of 477 PBT (153 CBT or 53 iBT) on the Test of English as a
Foreign Language (TOEFL) or a score of 4.5 on the International English
Language Testing Systems (IELTS) is required of international students
(with some exceptions). An applicant for the Ph.D. program must meet
the requirements for admission to the master’'s degree program and
submit a satisfactory score on the Graduate Record Examination (GRE)
General Test. The department awards a limited number of teaching
assistantships. It is recommended that teaching assistantship applicants
who do not have English as their native language must submit a score of
at least 600 PBT (100 iBT) on the TOEFL or 7.5 on the IELTS.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,



the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.

Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

Continuous enrollment in the University or in a specific graduate program
is dependent upon a satisfactory evaluation of academic performance
and progress toward the completion of a specified degree. A student’s
progress is considered satisfactory unless judged to be unsatisfactory by
the department and/or the dean of the college offering the program.

Unsatisfactory progress in a degree program may be defined as one or
more of the following.

« A student’s failure to maintain a B average on all graduate courses
attempted after admission to the program

« Failure of a Master’s Core Examination or a Ph.D. Comprehensive
Area Examination

« Failure of the preliminary examination

In January, May, and August of each year, the Graduate Coordinating
Committee will review the academic records of students who were
admitted with contingent or provisional status, are currently on probation,
have earned a grade of D, F, or U during the previous semester, or have
earned more than two grades below B. The Graduate Coordinating
Committee will consider making a recommendation to the Dean of

the Graduate School that a student be dismissed from his/her degree
program if any of the following conditions exist.

¢ The student’s progress in his/her degree program is deemed
unsatisfactory

* The student is not making satisfactory progress toward satisfying any
condition of his/her contingent admission

¢ The student is on academic probation and cannot meet the
requirements for good academic standing within the next 9 credit
hours taken in the student’s program of study

Any of the following will result in a recommendation for dismissal from a
graduate degree program.

Two failures on the Master’s Core Examination or a Ph.D.
Comprehensive Area Examination

Failure of a student in provisional status to achieve a 3.00 GPA
on the first 9 hours of regular graduate level coursework taken at
Mississippi State University

More than two grades below a B

A grade of D, F, or U in any course (graduate or undergraduate)
taken while the student is enrolled in a graduate program in
mathematics or statistics

The student and advisor (if different from the graduate coordinator) will
be notified in writing when the first and second unsatisfactory grades are
received. A student enrolled in a graduate program in the Department
of Mathematics and Statistics will be placed on academic probation if
the student fails to maintain a 3.00 GPA or earns a grade below a B in

a prerequisite course. To be removed from academic probation, the
student must achieve an overall GPA of 3.00 or higher on coursework
taken toward the degree.
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To be eligible for the preliminary/comprehensive examination, a graduate
student must maintain an overall B average in all graduate courses
attempted while in a specific program. Individual programs may have
additional requirements.

Statistics
Admission Criteria

Graduate study is offered in the Department of Mathematics and
Statistics leading to the degrees of Master of Science in Statistics

and Doctor of Philosophy in Mathematical Sciences. Admission to

the master’s degree program in statistics is open to graduates in all
disciplines. An applicant must submit three letters of recommendation
and transcripts from all former institutions attended. The student

must present the equivalent of a bachelor’s degree, with a minimum
grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.00 scale on the last two years of
undergraduate academic work. In addition, a student is expected

to possess those qualities that, in the judgment of the departmental
graduate faculty, indicate that the applicant has the ability to do graduate
work at the appropriate level. A minimum score of 477 PBT (53 iBT)

on the Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or 4.5 on the
International English Language Testing Systems (IELTS) is required

of international students (with some exceptions). An applicant for the
Ph.D. program must meet the requirements for admission to the master’s
degree program and submit a satisfactory score on the Graduate

Record Examination (GRE) General Test. The department awards

a limited number of teaching assistantships. It is recommended that
teaching assistantship applicants who do not have English as their native
language must submit a score of at least 600 PBT (100 iBT) on the
TOEFL or 7.5 on the IELTS.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

Continuous enroliment in the University or in a specific graduate program
is dependent upon a satisfactory evaluation of academic performance
and progress toward the completion of a specified degree. A student’s
progress is considered satisfactory unless judged to be unsatisfactory by
the department and/or the dean of the college offering the program.

Unsatisfactory progress in a degree program may be defined as one or
more of the following.

» A student’s failure to maintain a B average on all graduate courses
attempted after admission to the program

 Failure of a Master’s Core Examination or a Ph.D. Comprehensive
Area Examination
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« Failure of the preliminary examination

In January, May, and August of each year, the Graduate Coordinating
Committee will review the academic records of students who were
admitted with contingent or provisional status, are currently on probation,
have earned a grade of D, F, or U during the previous semester, or have
earned more than two grades below B. The Graduate Coordinating
Committee will consider making a recommendation to the Dean of

the Graduate School that a student be dismissed from his/her degree
program if any of the following conditions exist.

* The student’s progress in his/her degree program is deemed
unsatisfactory

¢ The student is not making satisfactory progress toward satisfying any
condition of his/her contingent admission

« The student is on academic probation and cannot meet the
requirements for good academic standing within the next 9 credit
hours taken in the student’s program of study

Any of the following will result in a recommendation for dismissal from a
graduate degree program.

« Two failures on the Master's Core Examination or a Ph.D.
Comprehensive Area Examination

 Failure of a student in provisional status to achieve a 3.00 GPA
on the first 9 hours of regular graduate level coursework taken at
Mississippi State University

* More than two grades below a B

¢ Agrade of D, F, or U in any course (graduate or undergraduate)
taken while the student is enrolled in a graduate program in
mathematics or statistics

The student and advisor (if different from the graduate coordinator) will
be notified in writing when the first and second unsatisfactory grades are
received.

A student enrolled in a graduate program in the Department of
Mathematics and Statistics will be placed on academic probation if
the student fails to maintain a 3.00 GPA or earns a grade below a B in
a prerequisite course. To be removed from academic probation, the
student must achieve an overall GPA of 3.00 or higher on coursework
taken toward the degree.

To be eligible for the preliminary/comprehensive examination, a graduate
student must maintain an overall B average in all graduate courses
attempted while in a specific program. Individual programs may have
additional requirements.

Prerequisite Courses

The master’s degree program in Statistics requires as prerequisite
expertise in the following: Matrix Algebra, Computer Concepts, and
Calculus at the level of MA 2743 Calculus IV.

Master of Science in Mathematics - Thesis

MA 6153 Matrices and Linear Algebra 1 3

MA 6753 Applied Complex Variables L 3

MA 6933 Mathematical Analysis | ! 3

MA 6163 Group Theory 3
or MA 6943 Mathematical Analysis I

MA /ST 6543 Introduction to Mathematical Statistics | 3
or MA 6313 Numerical Analysis |

MA XXXX Additional graduate-level coursework 15
MA 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Mathematics 6
Total Hours 36

Requires an examination.

Master of Science in Mathematics - Non-
Thesis

MA 6153 Matrices and Linear Algebra ! 3
MA 6753 Applied Complex Variables L g
MA 6933 Mathematical Analysis | 1 3
MA 6163 Group Theory 3
or MA 6943 Mathematical Analysis Il
MA /ST 6543 Introduction to Mathematical Statistics | 3
or MA 6313 Numerical Analysis |
MA XXXX Additional graduate-level coursework 18
MA 7000 Directed Individual Study in Mathematics 2 3
Total Hours 36
Requires an examination.
A project is required.
Doctor of Philosophy in Mathematical
Sciences - Mathematics
Graduate-level coursework in each of four areas of mathematics 24
and/or statistics
Graduate-level coursework in area of specialization 9-12
MA 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in 20
Mathematics
Total Hours 53-56

Comprehensive area examinations, a preliminary examination, a
dissertation, and dissertation defense are required. Before taking the
preliminary examination, a Ph.D. student must satisfy the departmental
foreign language requirement.

Research areas for the Ph.D. include

 applied and computational mathematics,
« ordinary and partial differential equations,
« functional analysis and operator theory,

« topology,

« graph theory,

» geometric combinatorics, and

* statistics.

For further details and specific degree requirements contact the Graduate
Coordinator (p. 96).

Master of Science in Statistics - Thesis

ST 8533 Applied Probability 3
ST 8603 Applied Statistics * 3
ST 6543 Introduction to Mathematical Statistics | - 3
ST 6573 Introduction to Mathematical Statistics 11 * 3
ST 8613 Linear Models 1 * 3



ST 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Statistics 6
ST XXXX Additional graduate-level coursework 15
Total Hours 36

Requires an examination over these core courses.

Master of Science in Statistics - Non-
Thesis

ST 8533 Applied Probability * 3
ST 8603 Applied Statistics * 3
ST 6543 Introduction to Mathematical Statistics | - 3
ST 6573 Introduction to Mathematical Statistics Il * 3
ST 8613 Linear Models 1 * 3
ST XXXX Additional graduate-level coursework 18
ST 7000 Directed Individual Study in Statistics 2 3
Total Hours 36

Requires an examination over these core courses.
A project is required.

In addition, there is ample flexibility in the non-thesis option to allow a
graduate student with special interest in an area of statistical application
to acquire an area of emphasis in that particular applied field.

Doctor of Philosophy in Mathematical
Sciences - Statistics

Graduate-level coursework in each of four areas of mathematics 24

and/or statistics

Graduate-level coursework in area of specialization 9-12

ST 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in 20
Statistics

Total Hours 53-56

Comprehensive area examinations, a preliminary examination, a
dissertation, and dissertation defense are required. Before taking the
preliminary examination, a Ph.D. student must satisfy the departmental
foreign language requirement.

Research areas for the Ph.D. include

« linear models,

« multivariate statistics,

« probability theory and stochastic processes, and
« statistical methods.

Many applied courses are offered that are suitable for a minor in statistics
at the master’s or doctoral level.

For further details and specific degree requirements, contact the
Graduate Coordinator (p. 96). (p. 96)

Philosophy and Religion

Department Head: Dr. John Bickle
228 Etheredge Hall

Box JS

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-2382
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E-mail: jbickle@philrel.msstate.edu
Website: http://www.philosophyandreligion.msstate.edu

The Department of Philosophy and Religion offers graduate courses
that a student can take for elective credit. For additional information call
662-325-2382.
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Physics and Astronomy

Department Head: Dr. Jeff Winger, Interim
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Henk F. Arnoldus
125 Hilbun Hall

Box 5167

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2159

Fax: 662-325-8898

E-mail: hfal@msstate.edu

Website: http://physics.msstate.edu

Graduate study is offered in the Department of Physics and Astronomy
leading to the degrees of Master of Science in Physics and to the Doctor
of Philosophy in Physics. Both thesis and non-thesis options are offered
for the Master of Science. An interdisciplinary program leading to the
degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Engineering with a concentration in
Applied Physics is available. A specific program, depending on the
research interest of the student, is established by consultation between
the student and his/her advisor. The non-thesis M.S. option provides

a means of enabling the Ph.D.-track student to complete graduate
education in a timely manner.

Major areas of study include the following.

Computational physics

Theoretical and experimental optics

Diagnostics using the techniques of laser spectroscopy

Experimental and theoretical nuclear structure physics

Intermediate energy nuclear physics

Experimental and applied electromagnetic scattering

Astrophysics

Astrochemistry

Graduate research and teaching assistantships are available.

Admission Criteria

TOEFL and IELTS scores are used following the General Requirements
for Admission by the University.

Provisional Admission

An applicantt who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

A candidate for a degree must average B or higher on all graduate
courses attempted after admission to the program. No grade under C
will be accepted on the program of study, and no more than 8 credit

hours of C grades can be earned. With the approval of the graduate
coordinator and the college dean, a student may retake one course per
degree, except for those approved for repeated credit (e.g. special topics,
individual studies, thesis, dissertation, etc.). Both courses will remain on
the permanent transcript, and both grades will be included in the GPA
computation. Repeated courses must be taken at Mississippi State
University. No additional program credit hours will be generated from a
repeated course.

Master of Science in Physics - Thesis

Required Courses

PH 8233 Methods of Theoretical Physics |
PH 8743 Quantum Mechanics |
Select two of the following:
PH 8243 Methods of Theoretical Physics Il
PH 8213 Mechanics
PH 8313 Electromagnetic Theory
Other coursework 12
Thesis
PH 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Physics and 6
Astronomy
Total Hours 30

A thesis is required.

Master of Science in Physics - Non-Thesis

Required Courses

PH 8213 Mechanics 3
PH 8233 Methods of Theoretical Physics | 3
PH 8243 Methods of Theoretical Physics Il 3
PH 8313 Electromagnetic Theory 3
PH 8743 Quantum Mechanics | 3
PH 8753 Quantum Mechanics I 3
Other coursework 12
Total Hours 30

Students must pass written preliminary examinations on the Classical
Mechanics, Electromagnetic Theory, Mathematical Physics and Quantum
Mechanics. After successfully passing these examinations, the students
are required to pass an oral comprehensive examination.

Doctor of Philosophy in Physics

All Ph.D. candidates will be required to take a minimum of 20 credit
hours of PH 9000 Research/Dissertation. The committee for an individual
student may require additional courses, depending on the research

area and background of the student. All students must pass an oral
preliminary examination on the proposed dissertation topic.

In addition, all Ph.D. candidates are required to demonstrate a broad
background in physics by passing four written preliminary examinations
on Classical Mechanics, Electromagnetic Theory, Mathematical Physics
and Quantum Mechanics.



Political Science and Public
Administration

Department Head and Graduate Coordinator: Dr. P. Edward French
105 Bowen Hall

Box PC

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2711

E-mail: efrench@pspa.msstate.edu

Website: http://www.pspa.msstate.edu

The Department of Political Science and Public Administration offers
graduate study leading to the following degrees.

« Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Public Policy and Administration
» Master of Public Policy and Administration (M.P.P.A.)
* Master of Arts (M.A.) in Political Science

The department awards a limited number of graduate assistantships.

Doctor of Philosophy in Public Policy and
Administration

Admission Criteria

A student admitted to the Ph.D. program must have earned a graduate
degree from an accredited university with a master’s level grade point
average of at least 3.35. The applicant must submit the results of the
Graduate Record Examination (GRE); three letters of recommendation;

a current résumé, two samples of previously written research (e.g.,
graduate thesis or capstone analysis) or analytic work completed in his or
her professional career; and a statement of professional intent. The Ph.D.
committee interviews most applicants.

Any international applicant whose native language is not English must

submit scores that are not more than two years old from either the Test
of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the International English
Language Language Testing Systems (IELTS). These applicants must
achieve a score of 600 PBT (100 iBT) or better on the TOEFL or 7.5 on
the IELTS.

Academic Probation

A student whose GPA fall below 3.00 will be placed on academic
probation the following semester. See the complete Academic Probation
(http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/academic-
probation-dismissal-appeal) policy in this catalog.

Unsatisfactory Performance

A student in the Ph.D. program will be dismissed if he or she receives a
second grade of C or lower or fails the preliminary exams a second time.

Master of Public Policy and
Administration

The 42-hour Master of Public Policy and Administration (M.P.P.A.)
program strives to professionalize and diversify public service. The
program prepares persons to serve effectively as public administrators at
the national, state, and local levels of government.
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Admission Criteria

A competitive applicant for the M.P.P.A. program must have completed
the last two years of undergraduate work with a grade point average of
3.00; applicants with previous graduate work must have a grade point
average of 3.00 on such coursework. Moreover, the applicant must
submit three letters of recommendation, official transcript(s), a Statement
of Purpose, and the results of the Graduate Record Examination (GRE).
An applicant with a lower grade point average may be admitted if she

or he has a competitive score on the verbal, quantitative, and analytical
writing portions of the GRE.

Any international applicant whose native language is not English must
submit scores that are not more than two years old from either the Test
of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the International English
Language Testing Systems (IELTS). These applicants must have a
score of 600 PBT (100 iBT) or better on the TOEFL or 7.5 on the IELTS.

A student who has not been enrolled for one regular semester (fall or
spring) is required to submit a readmission form and a new statement

of purpose. The readmission must be approved by the Graduate
Coordinator. If a student has not been enrolled for one calendar year, the
applicant must submit a new application and statement of purpose to be
considered for readmission.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a B). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Probation

A student whose GPA fall below 3.00 will be placed on academic
probation the following semester. See the complete Academic Probation
(http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/academic-
probation-dismissal-appeal) policy in this catalog.

Unsatisfactory Performance

A student in the M.P.P.A. program will be dismissed if he or she receives
a second grade of C or lower. He or she will also be dismissed if found
responsible for violating the Student Honor Code for a second time. See
the complete Graduate School policy on Academic Dismissal (http://
catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/academic-probation-
dismissal-appeal) in this catalog.

Master of Arts in Political Science
Admission Criteria

A competitive applicant for the Master of Arts in Political Science program
must have completed the last two years of undergraduate work with a
grade point average of 3.00; an applicant with previous graduate work
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must have a grade point average of 3.00 on such coursework. Moreover,
the applicant must submit three letters of recommendation. An applicant
with a lower grade point average may be admitted if he or she has a
competitive score on the verbal, quantitative, and analytical writing
portions of the GRE.

Any international applicant whose native language is not English must
submit scores that are not more than two years old from either the Test
of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) or the International English
Language Testing Systems (IELTS). These applicants must achieve a
score of 600 PBT (100 iBT) on the TOEFL or 7.5 on the IELTS.

Readmission

A student not enrolled for one regular semester (fall or spring) is required
to submit a readmission form and a new statement of purpose. The
readmission must be approved by the Graduate Coordinator. If a
student has not been enrolled for one calendar year, the applicant must
submit a new application and statement of purpose to be considered for
readmission into his/her program of study.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a B). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Probation

A student whose GPA fall below 3.00 will be placed on academic
probation the following semester. See the complete Academic Probation
(http://catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/academic-
probation-dismissal-appeal) policy in this catalog.

Unsatisfactory Performance

A student in the Master of Arts program will be dismissed if he or she

receives a second grade of C or lower, or

fails the comprehensive examination a second time, or

receives unsatisfactory grades for two semesters in PS 8000 (thesis
only), or

is found to be responsible for violating the Student Honor Code for a
second time.

See the complete Graduate School policy on Academic Dismissal (http:/
catalog.msstate.edu/graduate/academic-policies/academic-probation-
dismissal-appeal) in this catalog.

Accelerated Program

Highly qualified PSPA undergraduates are encouraged to apply to
the Accelerated Program. This program permits students to earn
up to 9 hours of graduate level coursework during their final year of

undergraduate studies. Students can take graduate level courses and
earn both undergraduate and graduate credit simultaneously. Students
need to consult with a potential graduate advisor to ensure graduate
credit could be applied to a Program of Study for the graduate degree.
Application to this program may be made as early as the end of the junior
year (i.e., after completion of 90 or more hours of graded undergraduate
courses). Students interested in applying to the Accelerated Program
should contact the Department's Accelerated Program Director, Dr. Brian
Shoup, for more details.

Entrance requirements to the Accelerated Program include the following.

» A GPA of 3.50 or higher for all undergraduate work
* A minimum of 60 hours toward a bachelor's degree

For students enrolled in an Accelerated Program, the MSU Graduate
Council has established these guidelines in cooperation with the
Registrar's Office.

» Once the student is accepted into the Accelerated Program, the
student and the advisor may select up to 9 hours that will satisfy
both undergraduate and graduate requirements. These courses may
be split level (i.e. split 4000-6000 level) or 8000 level classes. The
student should take the courses for graduate credit (i.e. 6000-level or
higher). The combination of undergraduate and graduate credit hours
may not exceed 13 hours within a semester.

The student should use the Undergraduate Enroliment in Accelerated
Degree Program form to (i) receive from the Office of the Graduate
School a level override that enables the student's enroliment in the
graduate course(s) and (ii) activate a process with the Registrar's
Office to obtain both undergraduate and graduate credit for the
course. After successfully completing the graduate-level class(es),
the Registrar will grant credit for the undergraduate course and give
the same grade as received for the graduate course. For the case of
a split-level class, the transcript will show credit for both 4000-level
and 6000-level on the transcript. In the case of an 8000-level class, a
special topics undergraduate course of the same title will be entered
on the transcript to allow dual credit.

Students are permitted to opt out of the accelerated program at any
time, at which point they would complete only the undergraduate
portion of the program. No additional dual counting of courses would
occur after the student opted out of the Accelerated Program.

Student are expected to apply to the graduate degree program
during the last semester in which they are enrolled in the bachelor's
program. Application to the graduate degree program would be
made through the standard application process via the Office of
the Graduate School. Students will receive the bachelor's degree
once the requirements for the bachelor's degree are met. Students
will be required to complete all of the requirements for both the
bachelor's and graduate degrees in order to receive both degrees
and those requirements will be identical to the requirements for
students enrolled in traditional bachelor's and graduate degree
programs. Students will be classified as undergraduates until they
fulfill all the requirements for the undergraduate degree. At that
time, upon admission to graduate school, they will be classified as
graduate students and will be subject to the guidelines pertaining to
the graduate degree.

Master of Arts in Political Science -
Thesis

Approved coursework in research methods and public policy 6



PS 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Political 6
Science

PS XXXX Additional political science courses 12

Approved electives 6

Total Hours 30

The thesis program is open to anyone who obtains approval by the M.A.
Committee. A minimum of 12 hours excluding thesis credits at the 8000-
level is required.

Master of Arts in Political Science - Non-
Thesis

Approved coursework in research methods and public policy 6
PS XXXX Additional political science core courses 12
Approved electives ! 15
Total Hours 33

If all or part of the elective coursework is completed outside of
political science, students must choose courses from no more than
two other departments.

A minimum of 15 hours at the 8000-level is required.

The non-thesis program is open to anyone with at least 18 undergraduate
semester hours in social science courses, including 9 hours in political
science, who meets the minimum admission requirements.

Master of Public Policy and
Administration

Core Courses

PPA 8103 Seminar in Public Administration
PPA 8703 Government Organization and 3
Administrative Theory
PPA 8713 Public Personnel Management 3
PPA 8723 Public Budgeting and Financial
Management
PPA 8733 Public Program Evaluation 3
PPA 8743 Administrative Law 3
PPA 8803 Research Methods for Public Affairs 3
PPA 8903 Public Policy 3
PPA 8983 Integrative Capstone 3
Elective Courses
Courses in selected concentration 12
Internship
Public or non-profit internship & 3
Total Hours 42

The internship is waived for students possessing at least one year of
relevant work experience.

Core courses provide broad training in public policy and administration.

These courses cover the fundamental competencies essential for
professional practice in the field of public policy and administration. Each
student must complete a 12-hour elective concentration to augment
knowledge, skills, and abilities acquired in required courses. These
courses are tailored to the student's career objective.
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Doctor of Philosophy in Public Policy and
Administration

Public Administration Core Courses

PPA 9603 Scope of American Public Administration

PPA 9703 Organization Behavior in the Public Sector

PPA 9713 Administration of Human Resources in a
Public Sector Environment

PPA 9723 Public Budgeting Processes and Their 3
Policy Implications

PPA 9613 Rural Government Administration I: 3
Theoretical and Environmental Aspects

PPA 9203 Constitutional and Political Framework of 3
Public Administration.

PPA 9303 Foundations of Public Administration

PPA 9403 Comparative Public Administration

PPA 9903 Public Policy Formulation and

Implementation
Elective Courses

Any graduate-level courses approved by the student's committee 6

Research Methodology

PPA 9803 Multivariate Analysis and Design for Public 3
Affairs

PPA 9993 Research Design and Philosophy of 3
Science

PPA 9503 Qualitative Research for Public Affairs

PPA 9813 Advanced Quantitative Analysis for Public
Affairs

Dissertation

PPA 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in 20
Public Policy and Administration

Total Hours 65

The program focuses primarily on preparing graduates for teaching
careers and for research careers.

The program's secondary focus is preparing graduates for management
careers in federal, state, and local administration.

Assistantships are available for full-time study. An applicant interested
in being considered for financial assistance must indicate that interest at
the time of application. Applications for financial assistance are due by
March 1.

A student who has not been enrolled for one regular semester (fall or
spring) is required to submit a readmission form and a new statement

of purpose. The readmission must be approved by the Graduate
Coordinator (p. 101). If a student has not been enrolled for one

calendar year, the applicant must submit a new application and statement
of purpose to be considered for readmission.

Psychology

Department Head: Dr. Mitchell Berman
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Kevin Armstrong
110 Magruder Hall

Drawer 6161

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3202
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E-mail: grad@psychology.msstate.edu
Website: http://www.psychology.msstate.edu

The Department of Psychology offers a doctoral degree in Applied
Psychology. The objective of the program is to train applied
psychologists for employment in business, industry, engineering, college,
university, clinical, and other applied settings. Concentrations are
offered in the areas of Cognitive Science and Clinical. The Cognitive
Science concentration focuses on the interplay and linkages between
cognitive psychology, advances in computer science and engineering,
the varying cognitive abilities of individuals, and demands for people to
use technology more easily and efficiently. The Clinical concentration
focuses on the study and application of psychological science involving
both normal and pathological human behavior, drawing from the
cognitive, social, and biological arenas as well as computer science

and advanced technologies. The department does not offer a terminal
master's degree. Students who do not already possess a master's degree
earn one along the way.

A minor in cognitive science is designed for students outside

of Psychology who wish to pursue an interdisciplinary study of

mind and thought. Students completing the program will have a

broad understanding of the field of cognitive science and will have
demonstrated an approach that highlights the interdisciplinary nature of
cognitive science.

Admission Criteria

Prerequisites for admission into the graduate program include all the
general requirements of the Office of the Graduate School and the
following courses at the undergraduate level.

« For all applicants--statistics and experimental psychology

« For the cognitive science doctoral concentration-- introductory
cognitive psychology
« For the clinical doctoral concentration--abnormal psychology

The application deadline for both Cognitive Science and the Clinical
Psychology doctoral concentrations is December 1.

The applicant may be admitted into the graduate program without having
completed all of the undergraduate course requirements contingent upon
making up any deficiencies as soon as possible.

Requirements for admission into the graduate program are as follows:
three letters of recommendation, an official score on the Graduate
Record Examination (GRE) general test, and transcripts of all college/
university work. The applicant not meeting the GPA requirement of 3.00
for the Ph.D. program may receive provisional admission if other factors
(e.g., publications, work experience, excellent grades at the end of an
undergraduate career) suggest the potential for successful graduate-level
work.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,

the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.

Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

Unsatisfactory performance in the graduate program in psychology is
defined as any of the following.

« Earning a second grade of D or lower in graduate courses in a
semester

Earning grades of C or lower in more than two courses not exceeding
8 credit hours for all courses since admission into the program,
including those outside the program of study

A course grade of C or lower represents unsatisfactory mastery
of a course's material and students will be required to retake

a class in which they earn a letter grade of C. Students can
retake only one course per degree and must submit a Request
to Retake a Course form (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/files/
request_to_retake_a_course.pdf) for approval to do so.

In the Applied Cognitive Science doctoral concentration: failing the
first or second year projects, the general or specialty examinations, or
the preliminary examination

In the Clinical doctoral concentration: failing the manuscript exam
twice, failing the comprehensive exam twice, or not being certified as
ready for internship by the clinical faculty by the end of one's fifth year
of study

Unsatisfactory evaluation of a thesis or dissertation

Failing a required component of study

Failing to adhere to the APA Ethical Principles (www.apa.org/
ethics/code (http://www.apa.org/ethics/code)), the Mississippi State
University Honor Code (http://www.honorcode.msstate.edu/) and
Graduate Academic Requirements (p. 4).

Any one of these or a combination will constitute the basis for review for
possible dismissal. The graduate coordinator and the student’s graduate
committee will review the record and recommend a final course of action:
immediate dismissal or the establishment of a probationary period during
which corrective action must take place. Appeal of the dismissal can be
made by submitting a written appeal statement to the department head.

If the dismissal is upheld by the department head upon the student’s
appeal, the student can then submit a written appeal to the dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences.

Doctor of Philosophy in Applied
Psychology with Cognitive Science
Concentration

Research Methods and Quantitative Core 10
PSY 8214 Quantitative Methods in Psychology Il
PSY 8803 Advanced Quantitative Methods for
Industrial Organizational and General
Psychology
PSY 8513 Psychological Research
Research 21
PSY 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in

Psychology



Cognitive Science Core 6

PSY 8703 Advanced Cognitive Science

PSY 8713 Issues and Methods in Cognitive
Psychology
Cognitive Science Integration 6
PSY 8723 Cognitive Models of Skills
PSY 8773 Distributed Representations in Cognition
Cognitive Psychology Integration (Select two from the 6
following)
PSY 8743 Perception and Attention
PSY 8753 Advanced Human Memory
PSY 8763 Expertise and Cognitive Skill Acquisition
Advanced Graduate Seminars 6
PSY 8653 Applied Cognitive Reading Seminar
Research & Professional Skills 12
PSY 8683 Cognitive Science Research Skills
PSY 8693 Advanced Cognitive Science Research
Skills
PSY 8783 Cognitive Science Professional Skills
PSY 8793 Advanced Cognitive Science Professional
Skills
Cognitive Science Seminar 5
PSY 8731 Applied Cognitive Science Research
Seminar
Total Hours 72

Doctor of Philosophy in Applied
Psychology with Clinical Concentration

Research Methods and Quantitative Core 10

PSY 8214 Quantitative Methods in Psychology I

PSY 8803 Advanced Quantitative Methods for
Industrial Organizational and General
Psychology
PSY 8513 Psychological Research
Research 21
PSY 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in
Psychology
Clinical Concentration * 21
PSY 8713 Issues and Methods in Cognitive
Psychology
PSY 8313 Developmental Psychology
PSY 8613 Advanced Social Psychology
EPY 8113 History and Systems of Psychology
PSY 8823 Diversity in Applied Psychology
PSY 8233 Ethical and Professional Issues in Clinical
Psychology
PSY 9730 Doctoral Internship in Clinical Psychology
Total Hours 52

1 - ) .
Clinical concentration courses are APA Breadth and/or licensure

requirements.
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Master of Science in Psychology for
Clinical Doctoral Students

PSY 6403 Biological Psychology 3
PSY 8214 Quantitative Methods in Psychology Il 4
PSY 8513 Psychological Research 3
PSY 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Psychology 6
PSY 8323 Psychopathology 3
PSY 8333 Systems of Psychotherapy 3
PSY 8354 Intelligence Testing 4
PSY 8364 Personality Appraisal 4
PSY 8383 Behavior Therapy 3
PSY 8450 Applied Clinical Practicum 4
PSY 8460 Applied External Clinical Practicum 4
PSY 8533 Introduction to Clinical Practicum in 3
Psychology
Elective 3
Total Hours 47

Clinical doctoral students will be concurrently enrolled in the Master of
Science in Psychology degree program automatically after acceptance
into the doctoral program. There is no terminal MS degree in Clinical

psychology.

Students admitted into the Clinical doctoral program who have completed
a master's degree in psychology with an empirical thesis at another
institution may petition the Clinical Training Committee to waive the thesis
requirement and up to 6 credit hours of coursework. Such students

will need to complete the remaining course of study listed in the M.S.
program above.

Graduate Minor in Cognitive Science

PSY /CSE 6653 Cognitive Science

PSY XXXX Select course from Psychology Courses list 3
IE XXXX or CSE Select course from the Industrial and
XXXX Systems Engineering Courses list or
the Computer Science and Engineering
Courses list

Select one course each from two of the following lists: 6

Psychology Courses

Industrial and Systems Engineering Courses

Computer Science and Engineering Courses

English/Anthropology/Sociology Courses

Electrical and Computer Engineering Courses

Philosophy Course
Total Hours 15
Psychology Courses
PSY 6423 Sensation and Perception 3
PSY 6643 Social Cognition 3
PSY 6713 Language and Thought 3
PSY 6733 Memory 3
PSY 6753 Applied Cognitive Psychology 3
PSY 8713 Issues and Methods in Cognitive g

Psychology



106 Colleges and Degree Programs

PSY 8723 Cognitive Models of Skills 3
or CSE 8613 Cognitive Models of Skill
PSY 8990 Special Topics in Psychology (with 1-9
approval)
Total Hours 22-30

Industrial and Systems Engineering Courses

IE 6113
IE 8153

Human Factors Engineering
Cognitive Engineering

Computer Science and Engineering Courses

CSE 6633 Artificial Intelligence 3
CSE 6663 Human-Computer Interaction

CSE 8673 Machine Learning

CSE 8990 Special Topics in Computer Science and 1-9

Engineering (with approval)

English/Anthropology/Sociology Courses

EN /AN 6403 Introduction to Linguistics

EN 6463 Studies in Second Language Acquisition

EN 6633 Language and Society 3
or AN /SO 6633  Language and Society

AN /SO 6623 Language and Culture 3

Electrical and Computer Engineering
Courses

ECE 6713 Computer Architecture
ECE 6813 Communications Theory
ECE 8443 Pattern Recognition 3

Philosophy Course

PHI 6143 Philosophy of Science 3

Sociology

Department Head: Dr. Leslie H. Hossfeld
Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Stacy Haynes
207 Bowen Hall

Box C

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2495

E-mail: sociology@soc.msstate.edu
Website: http://www.sociology.msstate.edu

This department has graduate programs leading to the Master of Science
and Doctor of Philosophy degrees in sociology.

Admission Criteria

To apply to either degree program, the applicant must submit the
following.

1. A completed application packet for graduate study at MSU
2. Official transcripts from previous institutions
3. A GPA of 3.00 on the last two years of baccalaureate work

4. An academic writing sample in English (a sample of the student’s
choice)

5. General Graduate Records Examination (GRE) scores

6. Three letters of recommendation (from people who know the
student’s academic abilities and potential)

7. A statement of purpose (explaining why the student wishes to study
Sociology at MSU and how the program at MSU will assist the
student in attaining goals).

Academic Performance
Master of Science

Continuous enrollment in the M.S. program in Sociology is dependent
upon a satisfactory evaluation of academic performance and progress
toward completion of the degree. Unsatisfactory performance will result
in dismissal from the program. A student’s performance is deemed
unsatisfactory if one or more of the following occurs.

* More than two letter grades below a B in a student’s graduate
coursework

« Failure to maintain a cumulative 3.00 GPA for two consecutive
semesters

* More than one unsatisfactory U grade for thesis research
» Two failures on the M.S. exit examination
¢ Two failures on the M.S. thesis defense

Upon the completion of coursework for a student's program of study,

a student must defend a thesis proposal. Once the thesis proposal is
accepted by the student's thesis committee, the student may proceed to
carry out the thesis research in close consultation with his or her thesis
committee. The student must pass a public defense of the thesis.

Doctor of Philosophy

Continuous enrollment in the Ph.D. program in Sociology is dependent
upon a satisfactory evaluation of academic performance and progress
toward completion of the degree. Unsatisfactory performance will result
in dismissal from the program. A student’s performance is deemed
unsatisfactory if one or more of the following occurs.

* More than two letter grades below a B in a student’s graduate
coursework

* Failure to maintain a cumulative 3.00 GPA for two consecutive
semesters

» More than one unsatisfactory U grade for dissertation research

» Two failures on the Preliminary Examination

Upon the completion of coursework for a student's program of study,

a student must defend a dissertation proposal. Once the dissertation
proposal is accepted by the student's dissertation committee, the student
may proceed to carry out the dissertation research in close consultation
with his or her committee. The student must pass a public defense of the
dissertation.

Master of Science in Sociology - Thesis

SO 8103 Graduate Theory |
SO 8213 Research Design
SO 8274 Graduate Social Statistics |

Additional coursework * 14



SO 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Sociology 6

Total Hours 30

A minimum of 12 GPA credit hours of graduate coursework must be
taken at the 8000 level.

Upon the completion of coursework for a student’s program of study,

a student must defend a thesis proposal. Once the thesis proposal is
accepted by the student’s thesis committee, the student may proceed to
carry out the thesis research in close consultation with his or her thesis
committee. After the thesis committee unanimously agrees that the
thesis is defensible the student must pass a public defense of the thesis.

NOTE: Thesis and dissertation research are subject to review and
approval by the University’s Institutional Review Board (IRB).

Master of Science in Sociology - Non-
Thesis

SO 8103 Graduate Theory | 3
SO 8213 Research Design

SO 8274 Graduate Social Statistics |

Additional coursework * 26
Total Hours 36

A minimum of 15 GPA credit hours of graduate coursework must be
taken at the 8000 level.

A student must take an exit examination. The exit examination may be
taken during the semester that all coursework for a student’s program of
study is completed or the semester immediately following completion of
the coursework. The exit examination is a five hour, in-class exam which
covers social theory, social research methods and statistic, and general
sociology.

Doctor of Philosophy in Sociology

Sociological Tools ! 23
SO 8213 Research Design 2
SO 8103 Graduate Theory |
SO 8113 Graduate Theory Il *
SO 8223 Advanced Quantitative Methods
SO 8233 Qualitative Analysis
SO 8274 Graduate Social Statistics |
SO 8284 Graduate Social Statistics Il
Area of Specialization Coursework 15
Electives 12
SO 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in 20
Sociology
Total Hours 70

b atter completing the sevencourses, a Ph.D. student is required to

pass a Ph.D. qualifying examination in the areas of theory, methods,
and statistics. The student typically takes the qualifying exam during
the third or fourth semester of study.

After completing all coursework, the student takes a comprehensive
preliminary examination in the area of specialization. Areas of
specialization include the following.
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. Criminology
. Rural Sociology
. Social Demography and Population Studies
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. Social Inequality and Stratification.

After the completion of coursework for a student’s program of study, the
successful completion of the Ph.D. qualifying examination, and the Ph.D.
preliminary examination, a student is admitted into doctoral candidacy.

A doctoral candidate must defend a dissertation proposal. Once the
dissertation proposal is accepted by the student’s dissertation committee,
the candidate may proceed to conduct dissertation research in close
consultation with his or her dissertation committee. After the dissertation
committee unanimously agrees that the dissertation is defensible, the
candidate must pass a public defense of the dissertation.

NOTE: Thesis and dissertation research are subject to review and
approval by the University’s Institutional Review Board (IRB).

Minor in Sociology

Graduate minors in Sociology must complete 12 hours of graduate
courses in sociology and pass a written examination prepared by the
minor professor. A minor committee member must serve on the student’s
graduate committee.
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College of Business

Dean: Dr. Sharon Oswald
Associate Dean: Dr. Kevin Rogers

Director of Graduate Studies in Business: Dr. Nicole Ponder

200 McCool Hall

Box 5288

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-1891

Website: http://www.business.msstate.edu/gsb
E-mail: gsb@business.msstate.edu

Department Degree and Concentration Non-Thesis
Major
Adkerson School Master of X
of Accountancy  Professional
Accountancy -
Accounting
Adkerson School Master of Systems X
of Accountancy  Professional
Accountancy -
Accounting
Adkerson School Master of X
of Accountancy  Taxation -
Taxation
Department of Master of Arts - X X
Finance and Economics
Economics
Department of Doctor of
Finance and Philosophy -
Economics Graduate Applied
Economics (NOT
ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS
UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE)
Department of Master of Science X
Management - Information
and Information ~ Systems
Systems
Business Master of X
Administration Business
Administration
- Business
Administration *
Business Master of X
Administration Business
Administration
- Project
Management
Business Doctor of Business
Administration Philosophy Information
- Business Systems
Administration
Business Doctor of Finance
Administration Philosophy
- Business

Administration

Starkville Meridian Distance

X



Business Doctor of Management
Administration Philosophy

- Business

Administration
Business Doctor of Marketing
Administration Philosophy

- Business

Administration
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The College of Business offers graduate coursework in business administration, accounting, information systems, management and marketing as
well as applied economics. This section describes all doctoral and master’s programs offered at the graduate level. Following is an overview of each

department along with the specific courses offered by the faculty in each.

1

The Meridian MBA program is not accepting applications at this time.

Doctoral Programs

The College of Business offers the following two doctoral programs.

* Ph.D. in Business Administration with concentrations in Accounting, Business Information Systems, Finance, Management, and Marketing

* Ph.D. in Applied Economics

Adkerson School of Accountancy

Director: Dr. Shawn Mauldin

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Clyde Herring
300 McCool Hall

Box EF

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3710

Fax: 662-325-1646

E-mail: sac@business.msstate.edu

Graduate study is offered in the Adkerson School of Accountancy leading
to the Master of Professional Accountancy (M.P.A.) degree or the Master
of Taxation (M.TX.) degree. The objective of graduate study at the
master’s level is to further the student’s education in business and
accounting in preparation for a professional career in accounting.

The Adkerson School of Accountancy cooperates in interdisciplinary
programs leading to the Master of Business Administration (M.B.A.) and
the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Business Administration degree (see
the Business Administration section of this publication).

Master of Professional Accountancy

The objective of the Master of Professional Accountancy (M.P.A.)
program is to further the student’s education in business and accounting
while preparing for a professional career in accountancy. The
accountancy program is accredited by AACSB International, the
Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business, as part of the
overall accreditation of the College of Business, as well as the separate
and additional accreditation of accounting programs at both the graduate
and undergraduate levels.

Admission Criteria

An applicant to the M.P.A. program should hold a bachelor’s degree
from a fully recognized four-year institution of higher learning that enjoys
unconditional accreditation by appropriate regional accrediting agencies.
In addition, the applicant for the M.P.A. degree must take the Graduate
Management Admission Test (GMAT). Regular admission to the M.P.A.

program requires an acceptable GMAT score, a minimum overall GPA
or upper-level business GPA of 2.75, and acceptable recommendation
letters.

International Applicant

An international applicant not holding a prior degree from a U.S.
institution must submit an indicator of English proficiency including one of
the following: (1) TOEFL score of 575 PBT (84 iBT) or (2) IELTS score of
7.0.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained, the
provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program. While
in the provisional status, a student is not eligible to hold a graduate
assistantship.

Prerequisite Courses

A grade of C or better is required on all undergraduate prerequisite
courses. The prerequisites listed below, or their equivalent, must be
completed either before or during graduate coursework. A complete
transcript evaluation will be more specific in individual cases.

ACC 3003 Accounting Information Systems | 3
ACC 3013 Cost Accounting 3
ACC 3023 Intermediate Accounting | 3
ACC 3033 Intermediate Accounting Il 3
ACC 4013 Income Tax | 3
ACC 4033 Auditing 3
EC 2113 Principles of Macroeconomics 3
EC 2123 Principles of Microeconomics 3
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FIN 3123
BL 2413

Financial Management 3
The Legal Environment of Business

Computer literacy and written communication skills are other
prerequisites.

NOTE: Where appropriate, M.B.A. foundation courses may be used to
satisfy some of the prerequisites.

Academic Performance

A grade of C or better is required on all undergraduate prerequisite
courses. A student in any graduate degree program in the College of
Business may not continue with grades below B in more than 6 hours
of program coursework, regardless of the overall average. Thus, any
program is terminated automatically when a seventh credit hour below
B is recorded on program coursework. In addition, the normal MSU
requirements for satisfactory progress in a graduate program will be
applied.

Completion Requirements

1. A student must complete the required curriculum and a minimum of
30 graduate semester hours.

2. A student must have no more than 6 hours of C grades on program
coursework.

3. A student must achieve a 3.00/4.00 GPA on graduate accounting
work attempted.

4. A student must achieve a 3.00/4.00 GPA on all graduate work
attempted at MSU after being admitted to the degree program.

Master of Taxation

The primary objective of the Master of Taxation (M.TX.) program is
to further the student’s education in business and accounting with
an emphasis in taxation while preparing for a professional career in
accounting and taxation.

Admission Criteria

An applicant to the M.TX. program should hold a bachelor’s degree
from a fully recognized four-year institution of higher learning that enjoys
unconditional accreditation by appropriate regional accrediting agencies.
In addition, the applicant for the M.P.A. degree must take the Graduate
Management Admission Test (GMAT). Regular admission to the M.P.A.
program requires an acceptable GMAT score, a minimum overall GPA
or upper-level business GPA of 2.75, and acceptable recommendation
letters.

International Applicant

An international applicant not holding a prior degree from a U.S.
Institution must submit an indicator of English proficiency including one of
the following: (1) TOEFL score of 575 PBT (84 iBT) or (2) an IELTS score
of 7.0.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status

cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained, the
provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program. While
in the provisional status, a student is not eligible to hold a graduate
assistantship.

Prerequisite Courses

The prerequisites listed below, or their equivalent, must be completed
either before or during graduate coursework. A complete transcript
evaluation will be more specific in individual cases.

ACC 3003
ACC 3013
ACC 3023
ACC 3033
ACC 4013
ACC 4033
EC 2113
EC 2123
FIN 3123
BL 2413

Accounting Information Systems |
Cost Accounting

Intermediate Accounting |
Intermediate Accounting I
Income Tax |

Auditing

Principles of Macroeconomics
Principles of Microeconomics
Financial Management
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The Legal Environment of Business

Computer literacy and written communication skills are other
prerequisites.

NOTE: Where appropriate, M.B.A. foundation courses may be used to
satisfy some of the above prerequisites.

Academic Performance

A grade of C or better is required on all undergraduate prerequisite
courses. A student in any graduate degree program in the College of
Business may not continue with grades below B in more than 6 hours
of program coursework, regardless of the overall average. Thus, any
program is terminated automatically when a seventh credit hour below
B is recorded on program coursework. In addition, the normal MSU
requirements for satisfactory progress in a graduate program will be
applied.

Master's Degree Completion
Requirements

1. A student must complete the required curriculum and a minimum of
30 graduate semester hours.

2. A student must have no more than 6 hours of C grades on program
coursework.

3. A student must achieve a 3.00/4.00 GPA on graduate accounting
work attempted.

4. A student must achieve a 3.00/4.00 GPA on all graduate work
attempted at MSU after being admitted to the degree program.

Consult the Director, Adkerson School of Accountancy (p. 109) for
further information.

Master of Professional Accountancy

Required Accounting Courses
ACC 6023
ACC 6063
ACC 8013
ACC 8023

Advanced Accounting =
Income Tax Il 1
Seminar in Financial Accounting Theory

W W W w

Advanced Managerial Accounting



ACC 8033 Business Assurance Services 3
Accounting Electives
Select two of the following: 6
ACC 6043 Municipal and Governmental Accounting 1
ACC 8043 Fraud Examination
ACC 8053 Financial Accounting Policy
ACC 8063 Research in Tax Practice and Procedures
ACC 8073 Taxation of Corporations and Shareholders
ACC 8093 Taxation of Partnerships, S Corporations,
Trusts, and Estates
ACC 8113 Advanced Individual Taxation and Wealth
Management
ACC 8123 Tax Topics
ACC 8183 International Accounting
Business Electives
Select 9 hours of graduate-level business or accounting courses. 9
Total Hours 30

If not taken as an undergraduate.

NOTE: No more than nine hours of coursework in the 30-hour program
may be at the 6000 level.

Master of Professional Accountancy,
Systems Concentration

Required Accounting Courses

ACC 6023 Advanced Accounting £ &
ACC 6063 Income Tax Il * 3
ACC 8023 Advanced Managerial Accounting 3
ACC 8013 Seminar in Financial Accounting Theory 3
ACC 8033 Business Assurance Services 3
Accounting Electives
Select two of the following: 6

ACC 6043 Municipal and Governmental Accounting !

ACC 8043 Fraud Examination

ACC 8053 Financial Accounting Policy

ACC 8063 Research in Tax Practice and Procedures

ACC 8073 Taxation of Corporations and Shareholders

ACC 8093 Taxation of Partnerships, S Corporations,

Trusts, and Estates
ACC 8113 Advanced Individual Taxation and Wealth
Management

ACC 8123 Tax Topics

ACC 8183 International Accounting
Concentration Courses
ACC 8043 Fraud Examination
BIS 8213 Advanced Systems Analysis and Design 2
BIS 8313 Advanced Database Design Administration
Total Hours 30

If not taken as an undergraduate.
Programming prerequisites may be required.
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NOTE: No more than nine hours of coursework in the 30-hour program
may be at the 6000 level.

Master of Taxation

Required Tax Courses

ACC 8063 Research in Tax Practice and Procedures 3

ACC 8073 Taxation of Corporations and Shareholders 3

ACC 8113 Advanced Individual Taxation and Wealth 3
Management

ACC 8093 Taxation of Partnerships, S Corporations, 3
Trusts, and Estates

ACC 8XXX Any taxation course 3

Other Required Courses

ACC 8013 Seminar in Financial Accounting Theory 3

ACC 8033 Business Assurance Services

Electives

ACC XXXX or BUS Graduate-level accounting or business 9

XXXX courses

Total Hours 30

NOTE: No more than 9 hours of coursework in the 30-hour program may
be at the 6000 level.

Business Administration - Ph.D.

Director of Graduate Studies in Business: Dr. Nicole Ponder
200 McCool Hall

Box 5288

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-1891

E-mail: gsb@business.msstate.edu

The College of Business offers a full-time degree program leading
to the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Business Administration. The
concentrations available under this degree include the following.

* Information Systems
 Finance

* Management

» Marketing

Admission Criteria

The applicant for admission to the Ph.D. program in business must hold
a bachelor’s degree from a recognized institution of higher learning and
have demonstrated high promise of benefit from graduate study. All
general requirements stated in this publication must be met. The doctoral
applicant must also present a GMAT score from a test administered
within the last five years; an undergraduate GPA of 3.00/4.00 or above,
both cumulative and over the last 60 hours of undergraduate work; and
a GPA of 3.25/4.00 on all prior graduate work. A GRE score may be
presented in lieu of the GMAT, but the GMAT is strongly preferred.
Consideration will be given to an applicant who is deficient in not more
than one of the quantitative specifications cited above.

Enrollment in the Ph.D. program is limited to the number of openings
available in each academic year. An applicant whose quantitative
credentials meet the stated criteria above may still be denied admission.

Included in the qualitative consideration are such factors as the quality
of previous academic studies, the meshing of the purpose of study
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and the opportunities in the proposed field of study, prior professional

and employment activities, and a recommendation of the faculty in the
proposed field of study, including the availability of faculty support for

research.

An international applicant not holding a prior degree from a U.S.
Institution must submit a TOEFL report of 575 PBT (84 iBT) or an IELTS
score of 7.0.

Application Deadlines

Students are admitted to the Ph.D. program in the fall semester of each
year. Applicants to the Ph.D. program with a concentration in Finance
are admitted only in odd years. In order to receive full consideration
for both admission and assistantship, complete applications must be
received by the Office of the Graduate School by January 15. The
following deadlines apply separately to applications for admission and
graduate assistantship.

Admission

The primary decision date for fall admission is the first of March. Since
admission decisions are often competitively based for a limited number
of openings, applicants are strongly encouraged to have all application
and supporting materials in the Office of the Graduate School by January
15. Completed applications received after this date will continue to be
screened until the end of April for fall admission. Applications received
from the Office of the Graduate School after April 30 will be considered
for admission only for fall of the following year. It is the applicant’s
responsibility to ensure that all supporting materials are received.

Assistantship

While an application for assistantship may be submitted at any time for
vacancies which may arise, regular appointments are for the academic
year (i.e., fall and spring semesters) and begin with the fall semester.

To receive full consideration for a fall appointment, the Application
for Graduate Assistantship in Business must be received by the Office
of Graduate Studies in Business by January 15 of that year. Since
only applicants who have been admitted to a degree program can be
considered for graduate assistantship appointments, all admission
application materials must also be received by January 15 for those
desiring full consideration for a graduate assistantship offer.

Prerequisite Courses

The following are undergraduate courses (prerequisite courses) that
must be completed either in the student’s undergraduate program or
after enrollment in the Ph.D. program at Mississippi State University.

These courses are not considered as part of the student’s formal
graduate program of study and do not apply toward fulfillment of minimum
credit hour requirements. A grade of C or better must be received in all
prerequisite courses.

Business Computer Systems
Business Finance

Business Statistics

Calculus

Legal Environment of Business
Principles of Accounting
Principles of Economics
Principles of Management
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Principles of Marketing

Production Management 3

Graduate Committee

Each student’s course of study and research is directed by a committee
of graduate faculty called a graduate committee. A graduate committee
must contain at least five members, all of whom must be members

of the graduate faculty. The graduate committee that works with the
student through the coursework stage of the program is the graduate
program committee. When the student completes all coursework and
requirements thereof, the graduate program committee is dissolved and
the graduate committee is reformulated as the graduate dissertation
committee.

Program Committee

The initial graduate committee is the student’s program committee. The
committee is composed of the following.

» The chair, who must be a Level | member of the graduate faculty and
from the concentration field

» At least two other members from the concentration field of study
* One member from the support area or minor field
* One member from the College of Business.

This graduate committee is charged with specifying the courses that will
constitute the student’s program of graduate study and administering
the comprehensive examination. The graduate program committee is
dissolved when the student passes the comprehensive examination.

Dissertation Committee

The graduate committee formed following a successful comprehensive
examination is the student’s dissertation committee. The base
requirements in constituting the committee are as follows: all members
must be on the graduate faculty; three members, one of whom is the
chairman and must be a Level | member of the graduate faculty, are
from the concentration; one member from the support area or minor;
and the remaining members from areas germane to the dissertation.
One member of the committee, who may or may not be the chairman, is
designated as the dissertation director. This committee is charged with
approval of the dissertation topic proposal and administering and grading
of the final defense of the dissertation.

Dissertation Sub-Committee

The sub-committee is composed of the dissertation director and two other
members from the graduate dissertation committee. While all members
of the dissertation committee should be viewed as resources available

to the student, the sub-committee is the group that will work actively with
the student throughout the dissertation process. The members of the
dissertation sub-committee are referred to as active members and for this
reason the sub-committee is often referred to as the active committee.

Dissertation Readers

Members of the graduate dissertation committee who are not part of the
dissertation sub-committee are referred to as readers.

Transfer of Credits

It is anticipated that an appreciable percentage of the students in the
doctoral program will hold master’s degrees in business or economics
from recognized institutions for which they will be allowed credit
approximating the first year of the doctoral program. In exceptional



cases, limited additional transfer credit may be allowed. In no case will
transfer credit be allowed for courses in which grades of C or less were
earned.

Residence Requirement

At some time in the doctoral coursework, the student shall be required to
devote two consecutive regular semesters (fall/spring) with a minimum
load of 9 hours per semester to the graduate program at Mississippi State
University.

Academic Performance

A student in any Ph.D. program in the College of Business may not
continue in the program with grades below B in more than 6 hours of core
coursework, regardless of the overall average. Thus, any program is
terminated automatically when a seventh credit hour below B is recorded
on core coursework. In addition the normal MSU requirements for
satisfactory progress in a Ph.D. program will be applied.

Time Limit
A student in a Ph.D. doctoral program must complete the program within

a period of five years after passing the Preliminary/Comprehensive
Examination.

For More Information

For more information about the Ph.D. program in Business or application
materials, contact the Director, Graduate Studies in Business (p. 111).

Program of Graduate Study

The doctoral degree is awarded based on the demonstration of mature
scholarship and ability to conduct meaningful and independent research.
The degree is not granted as a result of taking a given set of courses

or earning a given number of credit hours. While formal coursework is
important, the specific courses and number of hours required will vary
for different students. Thus, there is not a total number of courses or
hours that will satisfy the degree requirements uniformly for all students.
The coursework required for each student is based on: the student’s
ability to demonstrate to the graduate faculty a thorough grasp of the
fields selected; the student’s particular interests with regard to teaching
and research; and the student’s ability to conduct meaningful and
independent research. A minimum of 36 credit hours must be taken in
the student’s program at MSU.

The proposed program of graduate study is specified by the student’s
graduate program committee in consultation with the student. During
the first semester of enroliment, a proposed program of graduate study,
approved by the graduate program committee, is to be submitted to the
Office of Graduate Studies in Business for approval. A copy of the fully
approved program of graduate study will be provided to the student and
each individual whose signature appears on it. The student’s signature
is required on the program of study. The program at a minimum consists
of a designated concentration field and a support area or minor field from
within the College of Business, a research and teaching tools component,
and dissertation research. Proposed changes in an approved program
of graduate study must be approved in the same manner as the original
program.
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Doctor of Philosophy in Business
Administration

Concentration Minimum Requirement

24 hours with no more than 6 hours outside the College of 24
Business

Support Area Minimum Requirement

9 hours with no more than 6 hours outside the College of 9
Business 12

Optional Minor
12 hours graduate coursework in one discipline 2 12
Research and Teaching Tools 3

Research methods
BQA 9333

BQA 9533
Graduate-level instructional methods course

Statistical Methods for Business Research
Advanced Statistics for Business Decisions
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Dissertation Research Requirements
20 hours dissertation research in concentration ° 20

71-74

Total Hours

L With the approval of the program committee and the Director of

Graduate Studies in Business, the student selects at least 9 hours

of coursework to support his or her study of the concentration field.
The courses can be chosen from one or several disciplines; hence no
examination will be given.

Support Area Minimum Requirement or Optional Minor must be
chosen.

None of the courses in this area may be counted toward the course
requirements in the concentration or support area.

Courses are selected by the student’s programming committee with
the approval of the Director of Graduate Studies in Business.

All research hours must be taken in the student’s program at
Mississippi State University. All students who have completed
coursework and/or who have been admitted into degree candidacy
must be continuously registered during at least two academic terms
per year.

The list includes the minimum coursework requirements beyond the
baccalaureate stipulated by the graduate faculty in the College of
Business for the Ph.D.

Examinations/Completion Requirements

The following written and oral examinations are required of all Ph.D.
students.

Quantitative Area Qualifying Examination

The Qualifying Examination in the Quantitative Area is a three-hour

written examination covering the subject matter of BQA 9333 and

BQA 9533. The examination is offered twice a year by the graduate

faculty in Quantitative Analysis. The Office of Graduate Studies in

Business maintains the schedule of examination dates. The student must

be enrolled during the semester in which the examination is administered.
The student must register for the examination with the Office of

Graduate Studies in Business at least 30 days prior to the scheduled date

of the examination. The student must sit for the qualifying examination

in the quantitative area by the end of the third regular semester of study.
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Two failures on the qualifying examination result in automatic termination
of the student’s program.

Preliminary Examinations

Preliminary examinations are written examinations required in the
concentration and each minor field. For each field in the College of
Business, preliminary examinations are offered twice a year by the
graduate faculty of the respective field. The Graduate Studies in
Business office maintains the schedule of examination dates. The
student must register for the examination with the Office of Graduate
Studies in Business at least 30 days prior to the scheduled date of the
examination.

The student may sit for a preliminary examination after completing
18 hours of graduate coursework at Mississippi State University and
completion of all required coursework in the field of the examination.

An academic area may stipulate additional requirements to sit for
the concentration preliminary examination in that area. All preliminary
examinations must be taken within 42 months after beginning coursework
if the appropriate coursework is available. The student must be enrolled
during the semester the examination is administered. Three failures on a
preliminary examination in a given field result in automatic termination of
the student’s program.

1. Concentration Field Preliminary Examination—An eight-hour written
examination is required in the concentration field.

2. Minor Field Preliminary Examination(s)—A four-hour written
examination is required in each minor field.

Comprehensive Examination

All doctoral students are required to pass a comprehensive (oral)
examination. It may be scheduled following passage of the qualifying
examination, passage of all preliminary examinations, and when

the student is within 6 hours of completing all coursework. The
comprehensive examination must be scheduled within the first year of
the student’s eligibility to sit for the examination. The examination is
scheduled through the Office of Graduate Studies in Business at least
two weeks prior to the date desired for examination. The student or a
committee member may request that the Office of the Graduate School
appoint an outside observer to attend the comprehensive examination.

The examination is administered by the student’s graduate program
committee. A student may pass the examination with no more than
one failure or dissenting vote from a member of the graduate program
committee. A student who fails the comprehensive examination cannot
apply to re-sit for the examination until a period of four months has
elapsed from the date of the original examination. Two failures on

the comprehensive examination result in automatic termination of

the student’s program. The student’s graduate program committee is
dissolved upon passage of the comprehensive examination.

Proposal Defense

Following passage of the comprehensive examination the student is
eligible to defend a dissertation topic proposal. The proposal defense

is scheduled by the chairman of the graduate dissertation committee
through the Office of Graduate Studies in Business and is administered
by the student’s graduate dissertation committee. The student must be
enrolled during the semester in which the examination is administered.
The request to schedule the proposal defense must be made at least two
weeks prior to the anticipated date of the defense. A proposal defense
will not be scheduled sooner than two weeks after a copy of the written

dissertation proposal has been distributed to all members of the graduate
dissertation committee and the unit within which the concentration

field is housed. The proposal defense is open to all interested parties,
and copies of the proposal are available through the unit housing the
concentration.

At the conclusion of the public defense, the graduate dissertation
committee will meet in closed session, with and/or without the student,
regarding approval of the proposed dissertation topic. The committee
may approve subject to revisions, delay the decision, or fail to approve
the proposal. The Office of Graduate Studies in Business is notified by
the committee chairman of the committee’s decision. Upon unanimous
approval of the dissertation proposal by the members of the graduate
dissertation committee and the approval by the director of Graduate
Studies in Business, the student is admitted to candidacy for the doctoral
degree.

Dissertation and Final Defense

The dissertation is required of all candidates for the doctorate and must
show mastery of the techniques of research and a distinct contribution to
the field under investigation and study. The dissertation must conform to
the regulations set by the Graduate Council as specified in the manual
Standards for Preparing Dissertations and Theses. This manual is
available on-line at http://library.msstate.edu/thesis/index.asp.

The final defense of the dissertation is an oral examination. The
examination is scheduled by the chairman of the graduate dissertation
committee through the Office of Graduate Studies in Business and is
administered by the student’s graduate dissertation committee. The
student must be enrolled during the semester in which the examination is
administered. The request to schedule the final defense must be made
at least two weeks prior to the anticipated date of the examination. The
examination will not be scheduled sooner than two weeks after a copy of
the final manuscript has been distributed to all members of the graduate
dissertation committee and the unit within which the concentration

field is housed. To qualify for graduation in a given semester the final
defense must take place at least by the “Last day for final examination
for doctoral degree” as published in the graduate academic calendar

of this publication. The final defense of the dissertation is open to all
interested parties and copies of the manuscript are available through the
unit housing the concentration. At the conclusion of the public defense,
the graduate dissertation committee will meet in closed session, with and/
or without the student, regarding the results of the final defense of the
dissertation. The committee may pass subject to revisions, delay the
decision, or fail the student on the final defense. A student may pass
the examination with no more than one failing or dissenting vote from a
member of the graduate dissertation committee. The results of the final
defense are transmitted to the Office of Graduate Studies in Business by
the chairman of the graduate dissertation committee at the conclusion of
the meeting. To qualify for graduation in a given semester, the Office of
Graduate Studies in Business must report the results of the final defense
to the Office of Graduate School at least by the “Last day for submitting
examination results” as published in the graduate academic calendar of
this publication.

A student who fails the final examination cannot apply for reexamination
until a period of six months has elapsed from the date of the original
examination. Two failures on the final examination will result in the
student's being terminated from further consideration as a doctoral
candidate.



For further information on dissertation and defense please refer to the
“Doctor of Philosophy” section in this publication.

Finance and Economics

Department Head: Dr. Michael J. Highfield

Area Advisor, Ph.D. concentration in Finance: Dr. Brandon Cline
Graduate Co-Coordinators and Area Advisors, Ph.D. in Applied
Economics and M.A. in Applied Economics: Dr. Randall C. Campbell
and Dr. Claudia Williamson

312 McCool Hall

Box 9580

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-2342

Finance Area Advisor's Email: brandon.cline@msstate.edu
Economics Area Advisor's

Email: rcampbell@business.msstate.edu; cwiliamson@business.msstate.edu

The Department of Finance and Economics offers the following graduate
degrees through the college of Business.

¢ Master of Arts in Economics

« Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration with a concentration
in Finance

¢ Doctor of Philosophy in Applied Economics

The department also participates in the interdisciplinary Master of
Business Administration (MBA) program. See the College of Business
Administration section of this publication for MBA and PhD information.

Master of Arts in Economics

The Master of Arts in Economics program provides training in economic
science to prepare graduates for professional positions in business,
government, and education. Students receive training in the academic
and applied skills necessary to establish and maintain a successful
career or to prepare for further graduate work in economics or related
fields.

Admission Criteria

An applicant must meet all University graduate admission requirements
and achieve acceptable scores on each major section of the GRE
(verbal, quantitative, and analytical). For full admission to the
program, the student must have previously completed intermediate
microeconomics and intermediate macroeconomics or otherwise
demonstrate a thorough understanding of basic economic theory and an
ability to perform graduate-level work in economics. Students from all
undergraduate majors are invited to apply; however, it is highly desirable
for prospective students to have completed additional economics,
statistics, and mathematics courses before enrolling in the M.A. program.
We admit students every other year; we are scheduled to admit new
students for Fall 2017 and subsequent odd-numbered years.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
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the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.

Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Academic Performance

A grade of C or better is required on all undergraduate prerequisite
courses. A student in any graduate degree program in the College

of Business may not continue in the program with grades below B in
more than 6 hours of core graduate coursework after admission to

the program, regardless of the overall average. Thus, any program is
terminated automatically when a seventh credit hour below B is recorded
on core graduate coursework.

Ph.D. in Applied Economics

The Ph.D. in Applied Economics is a cooperative program offered by
the graduate economics faculty of the College of Business and the
Agricultural Economics faculty of the College of Agricultural and Life
Sciences. The program provides advanced training in economic science
to prepare graduates for research and teaching positions in academia,
government, and business.

Admission Criteria

To obtain regular admission status, an applicant must meet all University-
wide graduate admission requirements and must achieve acceptable
scores on each section of the GRE (verbal, quantitative, and analytical).

An international applicant not holding a prior degree from a U.S.
Institution must submit an indicator of English proficiency including one of
the following: (1) TOEFL score of 575 PBT (84 iBT) or (2) IELTS score of
7.0.

A student must have previously completed intermediate microeconomics,

intermediate macroeconomics, differential and integral calculus, and one

semester of statistics before beginning the required course sequence.
Applications are reviewed in the spring semester for enrollment in

the following fall semester. We admit students every other year: we

are scheduled to admit new students for Fall 2017 and subsequent

odd-numbered years. Graduate research and teaching assistantship

decisions are usually made in March. The application will also be open

for Spring 2017 and subsequent odd-numbered years. However,

spring admission would be available for transfer students only; students

applying in spring would need to have completed first-year graduate

coursework in a Ph.D. program

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific



116 Colleges and Degree Programs

requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Prerequisite and Core Courses

A student must have previously completed the following undergraduate
courses (or the equivalents) with a grade of C or higher before beginning
the required graduate course sequence.

MA 1613 Calculus for Business and Life Sciences | 3
EC 3113 Intermediate Macroeconomics 3
EC 3123 Intermediate Microeconomics 3
ST 2113 Introduction to Statistics 8

All students admitted to the program enroll in a rigorous core curriculum
composed of courses in microeconomic and macroeconomic theory,
econometrics, research methodology, and applied skills.

Academic Performance

The student will be dismissed from the Ph.D. program in Applied
Economics for any of the following reasons.

1. Failure to complete core courses with a grade of C or higher

2. Making more than two grades below a B in courses on the program of
study after admission to the program

3. Qualifying examination:
a. Failure to sit for this exam in the December after the third
semester of coursework, unless granted a postponement due to
extenuating circumstances

b. Failure to sit for a required retake of this exam at the first
opportunity

c. Failure to obtain a passing grade on this exam

A student may appeal a dismissal decision by following normal appeal
procedures.

Master of Arts in Economics - Thesis

Core Courses

EC 8133 Econometrics | &
EC 8163 Microeconomics |

EC 8173 Macroeconomics |

Additional Coursework

EC XXXX Graduate-level coursework 15
EC 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Economics 6
Total Hours 30

Each M.A. student prepares a program of study with consultation from
the graduate advisor and a program committee. The student may choose
to take field courses from a wide variety of areas within economics.

Master of Arts in Economics - Non-Thesis

Core Courses

EC 8133 Econometrics |
EC 8163 Microeconomics |
EC 8173 Macroeconomics | 3

Additional Coursework

EC XXXX Graduate-level coursework 21

Total Hours 30

Each M.A. student prepares a program of study with consultation from
the graduate advisor and a program committee. The student may choose
to take field courses from a wide variety of areas within economics.

Doctor of Philosophy in Applied
Economics

Core Courses

EC 8163 Microeconomics | g
EC 8263 Microeconomics Il 3
EC 8173 Macroeconomics | 3
EC 8133 Econometrics | 3
EC 8143 Econometrics Il 3
Additional Coursework

EC XXXX Graduate-level coursework 33
EC 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation in 20

Economics
Total Hours 68

Coursework can be completed in two and one-half years, excluding
summers. All students enroll in a core curriculum composed of courses
in microeconomic theory, macroeconomic theory and econometrics. A
preliminary qualifying examination over economic theory and quantitative
skills is administered after completion of the third semester courses.

Guided by his or her interests and career goals, the student may
specialize in a number of areas. Specific applied fields of specialization
available include public economics, labor economics, industrial
organization, and development economics. A field consists of a minimum
of two approved graduate course electives in one area of specialization.
Although the Department of Finance and Economics and the Department
of Agricultural Economics teach the approved field courses, a student
may, in consultation with his or her program of study committee, include
courses from related disciplines such as business, public administration,
mathematics, and statistics. Prior to entering the dissertation stage, the
student must pass a written comprehensive examination over the applied
skills courses.

The dissertation is completed under the supervision of a major professor
and an advisory committee drawn from the graduate faculty in the
Departments of Finance and Economics and Agricultural Economics.
Completion of the degree requires the student to present and defend the
dissertation work to the satisfaction of the graduate economics faculty.

Completion Requirements

The dissertation is completed under the supervision of the student’s
Graduate Committee. Completion of the degree requires students to
present and defend their dissertation work to the satisfaction of the
Graduate Economics Faculty.

Doctor of Philosophy in Business
Administration, Finance Concentration

See the Business Administration - Ph.D. Programs of Study (p. 113).



Management and Information
Systems

Department Head: Dr. James J. Chrisman

Area Advisors:

M.S.I.S.: Dr. Robert Otondo

Ph.D. concentration in Management: Dr. Laura Marler and Dr. James
Vardaman

Ph.D. concentration in Information Systems: Dr. Kent Marett

320 McCool Hall

Box 9581

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-3928

E-mail: gsb@business.msstate.edu

The Department of Management and Information Systems offers the
following graduate programs:

* Master of Science in Information Systems (M.S.1.S.)

« Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration with a concentration
in Information Systems (Ph.D.)

« Doctor of Philosophy in Business Administration with a concentration
in Management (Ph.D.)

The department also participates in the interdisciplinary Master
of Business Administration (M.B.A.) program. See the Business
Administration section of this publication for M.B.A. and Ph.D.
information.

Master of Science in Information Systems

The mission of the Master of Science in Information Systems program at
MSU is to prepare students to become information systems professionals
who can successfully develop, acquire, and integrate information
technology across levels and functions of a firm in the continually
changing global business environment by: equipping students with
critical technical skills; strengthening communication skills; enhancing
the students’ understanding of business functions/operations; developing
professional attitudes; and enhancing the students’ understanding of the
link between an organization and information technology.

Admission Criteria

The applicant for the Master of Science in Information Systems (M.S.I.S.)
program should hold a bachelor’s degree from a fully recognized four-
year institution of higher learning that enjoys unconditional accreditation
by appropriate regional accrediting agencies. The applicant must meet
all general requirements stated in this publication.

The applicant for the M.S.1.S. program must have a grade point

average of 3.00/4.00 or higher over the last 60 hours of undergraduate
coursework. Admission to the M.S.1.S. program also requires a
competitive score on the Graduate Management Admission Test (GMAT)
or the Graduate Record Examination (GRE). While either GMAT or GRE
scores are accepted, the GMAT is strongly preferred.

When a student is deficient in one of the criteria cited, the student's
application may still be considered based on the strength of other
materials contained in the student's application. However, reasonable
minimum levels must be achieved in both the applicant's GPA and
GMAT/GRE scores.
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Our full-time, on-campus, and distance M.S.I.S programs accept
applications for the fall, spring, and summer semesters. The deadlines
for submitting all application materials, including GMAT or GRE scores,
are the same general deadlines used by MSU's Office of the Graduate
School. These deadlines can be found in the Admissions Requirements
(p. 23) section of the Graduate Catalog.

International Applicants

An international applicant not holding a prior degree from a U.S.
institution must submit an indicator of English proficiency including one of
the following: (1) TOEFL score of 575 PBT (84 iBT) or (2) IELTS score of
7.0.

Transfer of Credit

Up to 6 hours of graduate transfer credits may be accepted toward
fulfilling the requirements for the MSIS degree, provided the credits have
been earned in a recognized (regionally accredited) institution and are
considered applicable to the student's graduate program. These credits
are considered part of the student's program and must adhere to the
eight-year time limit restriction. Grades of C or below are not acceptable,
nor are extension credits from other institutions.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular status after receiving
a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State
University (with no grade lower than a C). The first 9 hours of graduate
courses must be within the student's program of study. Courses with an
S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in Unclassified status
cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00 is not attained,
the provisional student shall be dismissed from the graduate program.
Academic departments may set higher standards for students to fulfill
provisional requirements; a student admitted with provisional status
should contact the graduate coordinator for the program’s specific
requirements. While in the provisional status, a student is not
eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

In addition, students must complete the foundation courses listed below
(or have equivalent undergraduate credit) with a grade of C or better.

The College of Business offers survey courses in place of some
undergraduate prerequisites. These are especially designed for non-
business undergraduates and may be taken before or during the M.S.1.S.
program. For each row in the table below, students without equivalent
undergraduate credit must choose either the course from Column A or—if
available—alternative course(s) from Column B.

A B

ACC 2203 Survey of Accounting ACC 2013 Principles of Financial
Accounting & ACC 2023 Principles
of Managerial Accounting

BQA 2113 Business Statistical
Methods | & BQA 3123 Business
Statistical Methods |1

MGT 8063 Survey of Management* MGT 3114 Principles of
Management & Production
Management

EC 2113 Principles of
Macroeconomics & EC 2123
Principles of Microeconomics

BQA 8443 Statistical Analysis for
Business Decision Making*

EC 4043 Survey of Economics*

FIN 3123 Financial Management
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MKT 3013 Principles of Marketing
3 hours of programming courses**

*Offered only through the distance program.

**Examples of prerequisite classes that would fit the programming
requirement include the following. Note that these are just examples.
Any 3 hours of programming will be allowed.

Examples of Prerequisite Courses Fulfilling Programming
Requirement

BIS 1523 Web Development | 3
BIS 2523 Web Development I 3
BIS 3523 Advanced Languages | 3
CSE 1233 Computer Programming with C 8
CSE 1273 Computer Programming with Java 3
CSE 1284 Introduction to Computer Programming 4

Academic Performance

A grade of C or better is required on all undergraduate prerequisite
courses. A student in any graduate degree program in the College

of Business may not continue in the program with grades below B in
more than 6 hours of core graduate coursework, regardless of the
overall average. Thus, any program is terminated automatically when a
seventh credit hour below B is recorded on core graduate coursework.
In addition, the normal MSU requirements for satisfactory progress in a
graduate program will be applied.

Minor in Information Systems

A graduate minor in information systems is offered to both business and
non-business graduate students. Students interested in business and
technology may wish to pursue this minor. Typical career paths range
from programmer to systems analyst, database administrator, network
administration, IT manager, and chief information officer.

Accelerated Program

Highly qualified undergraduate BIS majors are encouraged to apply to
the BIS Accelerated Program. This program permits students to earn up
to 9 hours of graduate-level courses and earn both undergraduate and
graduate credit simultaneously. Students must consult with a graduate
advisor to ensure graduate credit could be applied to a program of study
for the graduate degree. Application to this program may be made as
early as the end of the junior year (i.e., after completion of 90 or more
hours of graded undergraduate courses). Students interested in applying
to the BIS Accelerated Program should contact the department's MSIS
Area Advisor, Dr. Robert Otondo, at rotondo@business.msstate.edu for
more details.

Departmental requirements for entrance to the Accelerated Program are:

* A GPA of 3.50 or higher for all undergraduate work
« A minimum of 60 hours toward a bachelor's degree.

For students enrolled in an Accelerated Program, the MSU Graduate
Council has established the following guidelines in cooperation with the
Registrar's Office.

Once the student is accepted into the Accelerated Program, the
student and the advisor may select up to 9 hours that will satisfy both
undergraduate and graduate requirements. These courses may be split

level (i.e., 4000/6000) or 8000-level classes. The student should take the
course for graduate credit (i.e., 6000-level or higher). The combination of
undergraduate and graduate credit hours may not exceed 13 hours within
a semester.

The student should use the Undergraduate Enrollment in Accelerated
Degree Program form (http://www.grad.msstate.edu/forms/pdf/
accel.pdf) to (i) receive from the Office of the Graduate School a level
override that enables the student to enroll in the graduate course(s)
and (ii) activate a process with the Registrar's Office to obtain both
undergraduate and graduate credit for the course. After successfully
completing the graduate-level class(es), the Registrar will grant credit
for the undergraduate course and give the same grade as received for
the graduate course. For the case of a split-level class, the transcript
will show credit for both 4000- and 6000-level on the transcript. In the
case of an 8000-level class, a special topics undergraduate course of the
same title will be entered on the transcript to allow dual credit.

Students are permitted to opt out of the accelerated program at any time,
at which point they could complete only the undergraduate portion of the
program. No additional dual counting of courses would occur after the
students opted out of the Accelerated Program.

Students are expected to apply to the graduate degree program during
the last semester in which they are enrolled in the bachelor's program.
Application to the graduate degree program would be made through
the standard application process via the Office of the Graduate School.
Students will received the bachelor's degree once the requirements for
the bachelor's degree are met. Students will be required to complete all
of the requirements for both the bachelor's and graduate degrees in order
to receive both degrees and those requirements will be identical to the
requirements for students enrolled in traditional bachelor's and graduate
degree programs. Students will be classified as undergraduates until
they fulfill all the requirements for the undergraduate degree. At that
time, upon admission to graduate school, they will be classified as
graduate students and will be subject to all the guidelines pertaining to
the graduate degree.

Master of Science in Information Systems

BIS Required Courses

BIS 8113 Management Information Technology and 3
Systems
BIS 8213 Advanced Systems Analysis and Design 3
BIS 8313 Advanced Database Design Administration 3
BIS 8513 Business Telecommunications 3
BIS 8613 MIS Administration 3
BIS 8753 Ilnformation Systems Collaborative Project 3
BIS Elective Courses 2
Select two of the following: 3 6
BIS 6113 Business Information Systems Security
Management
BIS 6513 Microcomputers and Networks
BIS 6523 Business Programming with COBOL
BIS 6533 Decision Support Systems
Free electives
Programming courses 4
Total Hours 30



Capstone course for the M.S.I.S. program and constitutes the
comprehensive exam. A grade of B or better in this course is
required for graduation.

The student must take at least two BIS electives. The remaining
hours may be selected from courses either inside or outside the
College of Business with the approval of the student’s major
professor. In addition, elective hours must be approved by the
student’s major professor.

NOTE: "Students who have already taken a course for credit at

the 4000 level are not allowed to enroll in the same course for credit
at the 6000 level without explicit permission of the instructor and
graduate coordinator of the department offering the course, and the
Dean of the Graduate School." (MSU Academic Operating Policy and
Procedure 11.04 (Revised March 2014), Item #5; available at http://
www.policies.msstate.edu/policypdfs/1104.pdf)

Must be completed either before or in conjunction with the rest of the
coursework.

No more than 6 hours may be below the 8000 level.

Doctor of Philosophy in Business
Administration with Information Systems
Concentration

See the Business Administration - Ph.D. Programs of Study (p. 113).

Doctor of Philosophy in Business
Administration with Management
Concentration

See the Business Administration - Ph.D. Programs of Study (p. 113).

Graduate Minor in Information Systems

Select one of the following: ! 3
BIS 6113 Business Information Systems Security
Management
BIS 6513 Microcomputers and Networks
BIS 6523 Business Programming with COBOL
BIS 6533 Decision Support Systems
Select two of the following: 6
BIS 8213 Advanced Systems Analysis and Design
BIS 8313 Advanced Database Design Administration
BIS 8413 Data Analytics
BIS 8513 Business Telecommunications
BIS 8613 MIS Administration
Total Hours 9

! NOTE: "Students who have already taken a course for credit at

the 4000 level are not allowed to enroll in the same course for credit
at the 6000 level without explicit permission of the instructor and
graduate coordinator of the department offering the course, and the
dean of the Graduate School.") MSU Academic Operating Policy and
Procedure 11.04 (Revised March 2014), Item #5; available at http://
www.policies.msstate.edu/policypdfs/1104.pdf)

Minimum GPA of 3.00 is required.
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The master's student selecting the minor must name a minor committee
professor from the Department of Management and Information Systems
to his/her graduate committee. Any student interested in a minor in
information systems should contact the Department of Management and
Information Systems at (662) 325-3928.

Marketing, Quantitative Analysis,
and Business Law

Department Head: Dr. Melissa Moore

Area Advisor: Dr. Joel Collier, Ph.D. concentration in Marketing
324 McCool Hall

Box 9582

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3163

E-mail: mgabl@business.msstate.edu

The Department of Marketing, Quantitative Analysis, and Business
Law cooperates in interdisciplinary programs leading to the Master

of Business Administration degree (M.B.A.) (p. 119) as well as the
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Business Administration (p. 111) with a
concentration in Marketing. See the Business Administration section of
this publication for descriptions of these programs.

Master of Business
Administration

Director of Graduate Studies in Business: Dr. Nicole Ponder
200 McCool Hall

Box 5288

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-1891

E-mail: gsb@business.msstate.edu

Websites: http://www.business.msstate.edu/gsb/mba.php
http://www.distance.msstate.edu/mba

The College of Business offers the general M.B.A. degree as well as

the M.B.A. with a concentration in Project Management. Both of the
programs are offered on the Starkville campus as well as online. The
M.B.A. program prepares students for successful careers in the business
world by providing

1. in-depth knowledge of the business world including awareness
of current business trends and challenges posed by the rapidly
changing global economy and understanding of the ethical and social
responsibilities of business;

2. enhanced skills in speaking and writing effectively, analyzing data
and synthesizing information, working effectively with individuals and
teams, utilizing technologies to support and communicate decisions,
and making and recognizing well-reasoned decisions;

3. the ability to integrate acquired business knowledge in order to
present and defend appropriate solutions to challenging business
dilemmas and demonstrate effective leadership skills in a business
setting.

Admission

An applicant for the M.B.A. program should hold a bachelor’'s degree
from a fully recognized four-year institution of higher learning that enjoys
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unconditional accreditation by appropriate regional accrediting agencies.
All general requirements stated in this publication must be met.

An applicant for the M.B.A. program must take the Graduate
Management Admission Test (GMAT) or the Graduate Record
Examination (GRE). Admission to the M.B.A. program requires a
competitive GPA and a competitive GMAT or GRE score administered
within the last five years.

In addition, a student must submit a statement of purpose, transcripts,
three letters of recommendation, and a current résumé. The College of
Business does not allow unclassified graduate students to take courses.

Students must be accepted to a degree program prior to registering for
courses.

Applicants will not be permitted to take graduate-level MBA courses
prior to official admission to the program. Applicants may choose to take
undergraduate prerequisite courses prior to official admission into the
MBA program; however, doing so in no way guarantees admission to the
MBA program.

Our full-time, on-campus program accepts applications for the summer
semester only. The deadline for submitting all application materials,
including the GMAT, is March 1.

Our part-time, distance program accepts applications for fall, spring, and
summer.

International Applicants

An international applicant not holding a degree from a U.S. institution
must submit an indicator of English proficiency including one of the
following: a TOEFL score or an IELTS score, administered within the last
two years. See test score requirement information (p. 25) in this Catalog.

Transfer of Credit

Up to 6 hours of graduate transfer credits may be accepted toward
fulfilling the requirements for the master’s degree, provided the credits
have been earned in a recognized (regionally accredited) institution and
are consider applicable to the student’s graduate program. These credits
are considered part of the student’'s program and must adhere to the
eight-year time limit restriction. Grades of C or below are not acceptable,
nor are extension credits from other institutions.

Academic Performance

A grade of B or better is required on all undergraduate prerequisite
courses. A student must also achieve a grade of B or better in MGT
8123. In addition, the MSU requirements for satisfactory progress in
a graduate program will be applied; these requirements are found at /
graduate/academic-policies/academic-requirements/ (p. 4).

Master of Business Administration

Foundation
Foundation coursework *
Core Courses

MGT 8113 Leadership Skills for Managerial Behavior 3
MKT 8153 Strategic Marketing Management 3
EC 8103 Economics for Managers 3
FIN 8113 Corporate Finance 3

ACC 8213 Financial Statement and Management 3
Accounting Report Analysis for Decision
Making

BIS 8113 Management Information Technology and 3
Systems

BL 8113 Law, Business, Ethics, and Dispute 3
Resolution

BQA 8233 Quantitative Analysis and Business 3
Research

MGT 8123 Strategic Business Consulting 2 3

Electives

3 hours (selected with advisor's advice and consent) 3

Total Hours 30

1 . .
Students are required to complete foundation courses or the

equivalent prerequisite courses which may be satisfied in part or total
by prior undergraduate or graduate preparation in business. Please
contact the MBA office for specific foundation course information.

Capstone course for the M.B.A. program and constitutes the M.B.A.
comprehensive examination. A grade of B or better in this course is
required for passage of the M.B.A. comprehensive examination.

Graduate Minor in Business
Administration

A minor may be obtained by taking 9 hours of coursework in an approved
discipline.

Graduate Minor in Business Analytics

The College of Business offers a minor in Business Analytics to

help MSU students prepare for careers in analytics across business
disciplines. This minor offers interdisciplinary coursework in information
systems, business quantitative analysis, and accounting. Each course i
the minor goes beyond traditional business courses by focusing aspects
of the learning on important nuances associated with a successful
analytics career. The graduate business analytics minor is available to
any MSU student, regardless of major. The Minor in Business Analytics is
primarily designed to complement the Master of Business Administration,
Master of Science in Information Systems, Master of Public Accountancy,
and master of Taxation degrees.

The minor requires students to complete 9 credit hours, is comprised of 6
required credit hours, and 3 elective credit hours, listed below.*

Students interested in the Data Analytics Minor should contact the COB's
Graduate Studies in Business office in 200 McCool Hall.

Required: 6
BIS 8413 Data Analytics
BQA 6413 Business Forecasting and Predictive
Analytics
Choose one of the following: 3
ACC 8043 Fraud Examination
BIS 8313 Advanced Database Design Administration
EC 6643 Economic Forecasting and Analysis
Total Hours 9
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*Some of these courses require meeting prerequisites, which would
increase the number of credit hours required.

Master of Business Administration,
Project Management Concentration

Core Courses

ACC 8213 Financial Statement and Management 3
Accounting Report Analysis for Decision
Making
MGT 8113 Leadership Skills for Managerial Behavior 3
BIS 8113 Management Information Technology and 3
Systems
BQA 8233 Quantitative Analysis and Business 3
Research
MKT 8153 Strategic Marketing Management 3
EC 8103 Economics for Managers 3
FIN 8113 Corporate Finance 3
|IE 8583 Enterprise Systems Engineering 3
or IE 6333 Production Control Systems |
IE 6533 Project Management 3
IE 6573 Process Improvement Engineering
BL 8113 Law, Business, Ethics, and Dispute
Resolution
MGT 8123 Strategic Business Consulting 3
Total Hours 36

The project management concentration in the M.B.A. degree program
is an interdisciplinary program between the College of Business and the
College of Engineering.
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College of Education

Dean: Dr. Richard Blackbourn
Associate Dean: Dr. Terry Jayroe
Assistant Dean: Dr. Mitzy Johnson

309 Allen Hall
Box 9710

Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-3717

Fax: 662-325-8784

Website: http://www.educ.msstate.edu

Degree Programs

Department Degree and Concentration  Thesis
Major
Counseling, Master of Science Clinical Mental
Educational - Counselor Health
Psychology, and Education
Foundations
Counseling, Master of Science College
Educational - Counselor Counseling
Psychology, and Education
Foundations
Counseling, Master of Science Rehabilitation
Educational - Counselor
Psychology, and Education
Foundations
Counseling, Master of Science School
Educational - Counselor Counseling
Psychology, and Education
Foundations
Counseling, Master of Science General
Educational - Educational Educational
Psychology, and Psychology Psychology
Foundations
Counseling, Master of Science Psychometry
Educational - Educational
Psychology, and Psychology
Foundations
Counseling, Educational Counselor X
Educational Specialist - Education
Psychology, and Education
Foundations
Counseling, Educational School X
Educational Specialist - Psychology
Psychology, and Education
Foundations
Counseling, Doctor of
Educational Philosophy -
Psychology, and Counseling/
Foundations Mental Health
Counseling
Counseling, Doctor of
Educational Philosophy -
Psychology, and Counseling/
Foundations School

Counseling

Non-Thesis

Starkville Meridian
X X
X X
X X
X X
X

X

X X
X

X

X

Distance



Counseling,
Educational
Psychology, and
Foundations
Counseling.
Educational
Psychology, and
Foundations

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education
Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education
Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education
Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education
Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education
Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Educational
Psychology

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Educational
Psychology

Master of Arts

in Teaching -
Middle Level
Alternative Route
(ADMISSION
CURRENTLY
SUSPENDED.)

Master of Arts

in Teaching

- Secondary
Teacher Alternate
Route

Master of Arts

in Teaching -
Special Education
Master of Science
- Elementary
Education

Master of Science
- Elementary
Education

Master of Science
- Elementary
Education

Master of Science
- Secondary
Education

Master of
Science - Special
Education
Educational
Specialist -
Education
Educational
Specialist -
Education
Educational
Specialist -
Education

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Curriculum &
Instruction

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Curriculum &
Instruction

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Curriculum &
Instruction

General
Educational
Psychology

School
Psychology

Early Childhood
Education

Middle Level
Education

General
Elementary
Education

Elementary X
Education
Secondary X
Education

Special Education X

Early Childhood
Education

Elementary
Education

General
Curriculum &
Instruction

Mississippi State University

X
X X
X
X
X
X
X X
X
X
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Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Curriculum,
Instruction, and
Special Education

Educational
Leadership

Educational
Leadership

Educational
Leadership

Educational
Leadership

Educational
Leadership

Educational
Leadership

Educational
Leadership

Educational
Leadership

Instructional
Systems and
Workforce
Development

Instructional
Systems and
Workforce
Development
Instructional
Systems and
Workforce
Development

Instructional
Systems and
Workforce
Development

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Curriculum &
Instruction

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Curriculum &
Instruction

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Curriculum &
Instruction

Master of Arts

in Teaching

- Community
College Education
Master of Science
- Educational
Leadership
Master of Science
- Educational
Leadership
Master of Science
- Workforce
Education
Leadership

Educational
Specialist -
Education
Doctor of
Philosophy -
Community
College
Leadership
Doctor of
Philosophy -
Educational
Leadership

Doctor of
Philosophy -
Educational
Leadership
Master of Science
- Instructional
Technology

Master of Science
- Instructional
Technology

Master of Science
- Instructional
Technology

Master of Science
- Technology

Colleges and Degree Programs

Reading
Education

Secondary
Education

Special Education

School
Administration

Student Affairs &
Higher Education

School
Administration

Higher
Educational
Leadership

P-12 School
Leadership

Distance
Education

Instructional
Design

Multimedia



Instructional Educational Technology X

Systems and Specialist -

Workforce Education

Development

Instructional Doctor of

Systems and Philosophy -

Workforce Instructional

Development Systems &
Workforce
Development

Instructional Veterans'

Systems and Certificate

Workforce

Development

Kinesiology Master of Science Exercise X
- Kinesiology Physiology

Kinesiology Master of Science Sport X
- Kinesiology Administration

Kinesiology Master of Science Sport Pedagogy X
- Kinesiology

Kinesiology Doctor of Exercise Science
Philosophy -
Kinesiology

Kinesiology Doctor of Sport Studies
Philosophy -
Kinesiology

Music Master of Music ~ Choral Music
Education - Music
Education

Music Master of Music ~ Elementary Music
Education - Music
Education

Music Master of Music  Instrumental
Education - Music Music
Education

Counseling, Educational
Psychology, and Foundations

Department Head: Dr. David Morse

Graduate Coordinator (COE): Dr. Charles Palmer
Graduate Coordinator (EPY): Dr. Carlen Henington
508 Allen Hall

Box 9727

Mississippi State, MS 39762

Telephone: 662-325-3426

E-mail: dmorse@colled.msstate.edu

Website: http://www.cep.msstate.edu

Department Programs in Counseling

The Department of Counseling, Educational Psychology, and
Foundations offers graduate programs in clinical mental health
counseling; rehabilitation counseling; college counseling; and school
counseling.

The Master of Science degree programs in rehabilitation counseling is
a planned program consisting of 48 semester hours. The M.S. degree
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programs in clinical mental health counseling, college counseling,

and school counseling are planned programs consisting of 60
semester hours. An optional 60-semester hour program is available for
rehabilitation counseling students.

Counseling doctoral applications are due February 1. Applications

for master's and educational specialist programs are due March

1. Applications will be considered until full enroliment is attained.
Applications may be reviewed at other times for general educational
psychology. For further information, write to the Graduate Coordinator
(p. 125).

The department prepares students for careers as school counselors,
student affairs professionals in higher education, and as counselors
in rehabilitation, college counseling centers, and other mental health
community agencies. Teaching and research assistantships are
available.

Counseling Program Accreditation

The M.S. programs in Counseling are Clinical Mental Health,
Rehabilitation, and School and are accredited by the Council for
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Accreditation of Counseling and Related Educational Programs
(CACREP).

The doctoral programs in counseling (PHCE) and in school counseling
(PHSE) are also accredited CACREP. The school counseling program
is also accredited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher
Education (NCATE).

Graduate study in counseling offers preparation in counseling at three
degree levels.

1. The Master of Science (M.S.) degree in Counselor Education with
concentrations in clinical mental health counseling; rehabilitation
counseling; student affairs; college counseling; and school counseling

2. The Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) degree with concentrations in
counseling and school psychology provide advanced coursework
sought by students seeking licensure or higher levels of certification

3. The Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree with majors in Counseling/
Mental Health Counseling and Counseling/School Counseling

Admission Criteria for Counseling
Programs

Applications for master's and educational specialist programs are due
by March 1. Counseling doctoral applications are due by February

1. Applications will be considered until full enrollment is attained.
Applications may be reviewed at other times for general educational
psychology. For further information, write to the Graduate Coordinator.

A student accepted into the M.S. degree program in counseling must
hold a baccalaureate degree and a minimum GPA of 3.00 on the last 60
hours of undergraduate work. Satisfactory Graduate Record Examination
(GRE) scores (verbal, quantitative, and analytic writing) taken within the
past five years must be submitted.

A student accepted into the Ed.S. degree program with a concentration
in counseling must hold a master’s degree in counseling or related field
(as determined by program concentration), a minimum GPA of 3.30 on
all graduate work, and satisfactory GRE scores (verbal, quantitative, and
analytical writing).

A student accepted into a Ph.D. program must hold a master’s degree
from a CACREP- or CORE-accredited program in counseling or meet
CACREP curriculum requirements as part of the doctoral program of
study. Satisfactory results of the Graduate record Examination (GRE)
taken with the past five years must be submitted.

Applicants for all counseling degree programs must also produce all other
application requirements detailed by the Graduate School (e.g., letters of
recommendation, statement of purpose).

Students admitted to a counseling program must maintain continuous
enroliment. A student who is not enrolled or is inactive for one calendar
year must be re-screened for readmission into the department prior to re-
enrollment in the University (see the Readmission section under General
Requirements for Admission in this publication).

Provisional Admission for Counseling
Programs

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular admission status
after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses

at Mississippi State University (with no grade lower than a C). These
graduate courses must be within the student's program of study.
Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in
Unclassified status cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00
is not attained, the provisional student shall be dismissed from the
graduate program. Academic departments may set higher standards
for students to fulfill provisional requirements; a student admitted with
provisional status should contact the graduate coordinator for the
program’s specific requirements. While in the provisional status, a
student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Satisfactory Academic Performance

In addition to the requirements of Mississippi State University for
graduate students, a student in any of the counseling programs is
required to earn a grade of B or better in each skills course before
being permitted to progress to the next course in the sequence. These
"gatekeeper" courses include:

COE 8023 Counseling Theory

COE 8013 Counseling Skills Development

COE 8053 Practicum

COE 8150 Academic School Year Field Experience 1-9
Practicum

COE 8730 Internship 6

Unsatisfactory performance in graduate-level coursework is defined
as a grade of U, D, or F in any course and/or more than two grades
below a B after admission to the program. The grade of C, while not
considered a failing grade, is seen as indicative of minimal academic
performance. Only two grades of C are allowed during a student's
work on a degree. Unsatisfactory performance also includes failing the
master’'s comprehensive examination twice, failing the written doctoral
preliminary/comprehensive examination twice, failing the oral doctoral
preliminary/comprehensive examination twice, or failing the doctoral
dissertation defense twice. Any of these or a combination of these
failures will result in termination of the student’s graduate program in
counseling.

Department Programs in Educational
Psychology

The department prepares students for careers as behavioral science
researchers and evaluators, school psychologists, and faculty positions
in behavioral science or school psychology training programs. Teaching,
service, and research assistantships are available.

Educational Psychology Program
Accreditations

The school psychology program degrees (Ed.S., Ph.D.) are accredited
by the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) an the
American Psychological Association (APA).

There are two concentrations in Educational Psychology, general
educational psychology and school psychology, with the following degree
options.

1. The Master of Science (M.S.) degree with concentrations in general
educational psychology and school psychology (psychometry, a non-
terminal degree)



2. The Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) degree with a major in Education
and concentration in school psychology. The Ed.S. degree is the
minimum requirement to work as a school psychologist

3. Doctor of Philosophy (PhD.) degree with concentrations in general
educational psychology and school psychology

General Educational Psychology
Concentration

The concentration in General Educational Psychology is designed

to prepare an individual for employment in research, teaching, and
service settings. The four-year doctoral program involves coursework in
psychological foundations, learning, motivational processes as well as
research, statistics, and measurement.

The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a concentration in General
Educational Psychology is a planned program consisting of 35 hours.

The Ph.D. degree in Educational Psychology with a concentration in
General Educational Psychology requires a minimum of 91 hours of
coursework beyond the baccalaureate degree.

Applications are due March 1 each year. For further information, write to
the Graduate Coordinator.

School Psychology/Psychometry
Concentration

The School Psychology/Psychometry concentrations are based on a
scientist-practitioner model with a behavioral focus. In addition to training
assessment, training is provided in consultation, academic interventions,
behavior assessment, system-wide and individualized positive behavior
interventions and supports, applied behavior analysis, and single-case
research methodology so students in the program can identify, prevent,
and remedy students’ academic, behavioral, and psychosocial problems.

M.S. in Educational Psychology with
Concentration in Psychometry

The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a concentration in Psychometry
is a non-terminal degree designed to begin in the fall semester and be
completed in three years. The concentration in psychometry leads to AA
licensure from the Mississippi Department of Education. The degree is
currently a 33-hour program with a 300-hour practicum. All students in
this program must successfully complete the PRAXIS | examination en
route to the degree and pass the master's comprehensive examination.
Students in the M.S. program are expected to continue education at MSU
in pursuit of either the educational specialist or doctoral degree.

Ph.D. in Educational Psychology with
Concentration in School Psychology

The Ph.D. program in Educational Psychology with a concentration in
School Psychology is accredited by the National Association of School
Psychologists (NASP) and the American Psychological Association
(APA). Students accepted into the Ph.D. program in School Psychology
should either hold a master’s degree in Psychometry or obtain AA
certification in Psychometry within the first three years in the program.
For students entering the program with only an undergraduate degree,
the Ph.D. concentration in School Psychology is designed to be
completed in five years. A minimum of 120 semester hours beyond
the baccalaureate degree is necessary to earn a doctorate from the
Department of Counseling and Educational Psychology. For students
entering the program with an advanced degree, the PhD. Program
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with a concentration in School Psychology will require a minimum of
three years of formal coursework. In addition to required coursework,
doctoral students in the School Psychology concentration are required
to present a minimum of one refereed presentation at a regional or
national conference, submit one manuscript to a refereed journal, or
seek to publish one book chapter or formal test review. Doctoral School
Psychology students must also pass three examinations including the
PRAXIS Il in School Psychology (i.e., students must obtain a passing
score as outlined by the National Association of School Psychologists),
doctoral written comprehensive exam, and doctoral oral comprehensive
exam. Also, students are required to complete a 2000-hour internship
(APA-accredited preferred).

The deadline for applications to all programs (Ph.D. and Ed.S.) is January
15. For further information, write to the Graduate Coordinator.

Admission Criteria for Educational
Psychology Major

The following are admission criteria for admission to the Educational
Psychology degree program (additional requirements may be required).

1. An overall GPA on the bachelor’'s degree of at least 2.75

2. Recent Graduate Record Examination (GRE) verbal, quantitative,
and analytical writing scores

3. External recommendations
4. An interview is generally required

Students admitted to the Educational Psychology graduate degree
program must maintain continuous enrollment. A student who is not
enrolled or is inactive for one calendar year must be re-screened for
readmission to the department prior to re-enrollment in the University.

Prerequisite Undergraduate Courses for
School Psychology and Psychometry
Concentrations

Students should have the following undergraduate courses before
entering the concentration in either School Psychology or Psychometry:

1. Psychological basis of behavior (e.g., Introductory Psychology)
2. Developmental psychology (e.g., Child Development)
3. Education, learning, or cognition (e.g., Theories of Learning)

A student who has not met these prerequisite course requirements may
enroll in the program and take these undergraduate courses as he/she
progresses through the degree program. As students move through

the Ed.S. or Ph.D. program with a concentration in School Psychology,
they are required to complete the requirements for the M.S. degree

in Psychometry and obtain an AA license in Psychometry from the
Mississippi State Department of Education.

Provisional Admission

An applicant who has not fully met the GPA requirement stipulated by
the University may be admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-
admitted student is eligible for a change to regular admission status
after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the first 9 hours of graduate courses

at Mississippi State University (with no grade lower than a C). These
graduate courses must be within the student's program of study.
Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or credits earned while in
Unclassified status cannot be used to satisfy this requirement. If a 3.00
is not attained, the provisional student shall be dismissed from the
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graduate program. Academic departments may set higher standards
for students to fulfill provisional requirements; a student admitted with
provisional status should contact the graduate coordinator for the
program’s specific requirements. While in the provisional status, a
student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship.

Satisfactory Academic Performance

A student in any of the educational or school psychology programs is
required to earn a grade of B or better in core courses before he or she is
permitted to progress to the next course in the sequence. Unsatisfactory
performance in graduate level coursework is defined as a grade of

U, D, or F in any course and/or more than two grades below a B after
admission to the program. Unsatisfactory performance also includes
failing the master's comprehensive examination twice, failing the written
preliminary/comprehensive examination twice, failing the oral doctoral
preliminary/comprehensive examination twice, or failing the doctoral
dissertation defense twice. Any of these or combination of these failures
will result in termination of the student’s graduate program in either the
general educational psychology or school psychology concentration.

Graduate Degree Requirements

Requirements for each counseling-related major and major/concentration
degree program offered by the department are listed below.

Master of Science in Counselor Education
with Clinical Mental Health Counseling
Concentration

Prerequisites and Core Courses

EPY 8263 Psychological Testing in Educational and 3
Related Settings

COE 8013 Counseling Skills Development 3

COE 8023 Counseling Theory &

COE 8043 Group Techniques and Procedures 3

COE 8053/8150 Practicum (requires a 100/600-clock hour 8
practicum)

COE 8063 Research Techniques for Counselors 3

COE 8730/8740 Internship (requires a 600-clock hour 6
internship)

Concentration Requirements

COE 6903 Developmental Counseling and Mental 3
Health

COE 8073 Cultural Foundations in Counseling 3

COE 8203 Placement and Career Development
Counseling

COE 8303 Family Counseling Theory

COE 8633 Psychosocial Rehabilitation &

COE 8703 Principles of Clinical Mental Health 3
Counseling

COE 8773 Counseling the Chemically Dependent 3
Client

or COE 8783 Counseling the Chemically Dependent Family

COE 8803 Crisis Response in Counseling 3

Approved electives 12

Total Hours 60

Master of Science in Counselor Education
with Rehabilitation Counseling Concentration

Prerequisites and Core Courses

EPY 8263 Psychological Testing in Educational and 3
Related Settings
COE 8013 Counseling Skills Development 3
COE 8023 Counseling Theory g
COE 8043 Group Techniques and Procedures 3
COE 8053/8150 Practicum (requires a 100/600-clock hour 3
practicum)
COE 8063 Research Techniques for Counselors 3
COE 8730/8740 Internship (requires a 600-clock hour 6
internship)
Concentration Requirements
COE 6373 Vocational Assessment of Special Needs 3
Persons
COE 8073 Cultural Foundations in Counseling 3
COE 8353 Vocational Rehabilitation Counseling 3
COE 8363 Psychological Aspects of Disability 3
COE 8373 Medical Aspects of Disability 3
COE 8383 Job Placement in Rehabilitation 3
Approved electives 6
Total Hours 48
Master of Science in Counselor Education
with School Counseling Concentration
Prerequisites and Core Courses 1 42
EPY 8263 Psychological Testing in Educational and
Related Settings
COE 8013 Counseling Skills Development
COE 8023 Counseling Theory
COE 8203 Placement and Career Development
Counseling
COE 8043 Group Techniques and Procedures
COE 8063 Research Techniques for Counselors
COE 6903 Developmental Counseling and Mental
Health
COE 8073 Cultural Foundations in Counseling
COE 8303 Family Counseling Theory
COE 8633 Psychosocial Rehabilitation
COE 8703 Principles of Clinical Mental Health

Counseling
Field Experience:

COE 8053 Practicum (requires a 100/600-clock hour
practicum)

COE 8730 Internship (requires a 600-clock hour
internship)

OR

COE 8150 Academic School Year Field Experience
Practicum

COE 8740 Academic Year Field Experience Semester

lI-Internship
Concentration Requirements 9
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Educational Specialist in Education with
Counselor Education Concentration - Thesis

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

(or equivalent statistics course)

COE 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Counselor 6
Education & Educational Psychology

Other graduate-level coursework required by concentration area 20

Total Hours 30

Educational Specialist in Education with
Counselor Education Concentration - Non-
Thesis

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4
(or equivalent statistics course)

COE 7000 Directed Individual Study in Counselor 6
Education & Educational Psychology

Other graduate-level coursework required by concentration area 20

Total Hours 30

Educational Specialist in Education with
School Psychology Concentration - Thesis

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4

(or equivalent statistics course)

COE 8903 School Counseling Services
COE 8923 Seminar in School Counseling
One of the following:
COE 8913 Counseling Children
EPY 6113 Behavioral and Cognitive Behavioral
Interventions
EPY 8253 Child & Adolescent Development &
Psychopathology
Approved Electives 1 9
Total Hours 60
! If 45 credit hours of Prerequisite and Core Courses are taken, the
student will take 6 hours of electives.
Master of Science in Counselor Education
with College Counseling Concentration
Prerequisites and Core Courses
EPY 8263 Psychological Testing in Educational and &
Related Settings
COE 8013 Counseling Skills Development 3
COE 8023 Counseling Theory 3
COE 8043 Group Techniques and Procedures 3
COE 8053/8150 Practicum (requires a 100/600-clock hour 3
practicum)
COE 8063 Research Techniques for Counselors 3
COE 8730/8740 Internship (requires a 600-clock hour 9
internship)
Concentration Requirements
COE 8203 Placement and Career Development 3
Counseling
COE 8073 Cultural Foundations in Counseling 3
COE 8303 Family Counseling Theory &
COE 8633 Psychosocial Rehabilitation 3
HED 8523 Student Development Theory 3
COE 8533 Literature of Student Affairs 3
HED 8543 Legal Issues in Student Affairs 3
COE 8573 College Counseling Services 3
HED 8113 Administration of Student Personnel &
Services in Higher Education
Approved electives 6
Total Hours 60

Educational Specialist Requirements

In the Ed.S. degree program, all counseling students from a non-
CACREP program will be required to complete all coursework that is
required by MSU’s CACREP master’s program in counseling. These
courses may be included in the student’s Ed.S. program of study.
Students from an academic discipline that was not counseling in nature
may be required to complete the equivalent of a master’s degree as part
of the Ed.S. program of study.

For additional information about the Ed.S. degree with an concentration
in counseling, see the departmental handbook.

COE 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Counselor 6
Education & Educational Psychology

Other graduate-level coursework required by concentration area 20

Total Hours 30

Educational Specialist in Education with
School Psychology Concentration - Non-
Thesis

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics 4
(or equivalent statistics course)

COE 7000 Directed Individual Study in Counselor 6
Education & Educational Psychology

Other graduate-level coursework required by concentration area 20

Total Hours 30

Doctor of Philosophy in Counseling/Mental
Health Counseling

COE 8063 Research Techniques for Counselors 3

EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological 4
Statistics

EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational 3
Research

EPY 9263 Applied Research Seminar

HED 8133 Curriculum and Instruction in Higher 3
Education

COE 9013 Counseling Supervision 3

COE 9023 Advanced Counseling Theory 3

COE 9033 Advanced Seminar 3

COE 9043 Advanced Group Work and Systems 3
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COE 9053 Advanced Multicultural Counseling 3
COE 9083 Advanced Assessment Techniques for 3
Counseling
COE 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation in 20
Counselor Education & Educational
Psychology
COE 9740 Advanced Doctoral Practicum (300 clock 3
hours)
COE 9750 Internship (600 clock hours) 6
Select one of the following: 3
EDF 9443 Single-Subject Research Designs for
Education
EDF 9453 Introduction to Qualitative Research in
Education
HI 8923 Historiography and Historical Method
Approved electives 3-15
Total Hours 81
Ph.D. students in counseling may also complete 12-18 hours in a
minor area which would be considered elective hours. For additional
information about the Ph.D. degrees in counseling and in school
counseling, see the departmental handbook.
Doctor of Philosophy in Counseling/School
Counseling
COE 8063 Research Techniques for Counselors 3
EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological
Statistics
EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational 3
Research
EPY 9263 Applied Research Seminar 3
HED 8133 Curriculum and Instruction in Higher 3
Education
COE 9013 Counseling Supervision 3
COE 9023 Advanced Counseling Theory 3
COE 9033 Advanced Seminar 3
COE 9043 Advanced Group Work and Systems 3
COE 9053 Advanced Multicultural Counseling &
COE 9083 Advanced Assessment Techniques for 3
Counseling
COE 9000 Dissertation Research/ Dissertation in 20
Counselor Education & Educational
Psychology
COE 9740 Advanced Doctoral Practicum (300 clock 3
hours)
COE 9750 Internship (600 clock hours)
Select one of the following:
EDF 9443 Single-Subject Research Designs for
Education
EDF 9453 Introduction to Qualitative Research in
Education
HI 8923 Historiography and Historical Method
Approved electives 3-15
Total Hours 81

Ph.D. students in counseling may also complete 12-18 hours in a
minor area which would be considered elective hours. For additional
information about the Ph.D. degrees in counseling and in school
counseling, see the departmental handbook.

Doctoral Minor in Counseling

Counseling theory course 3
Cultural foundations in counseling course 3
Environmental specialty course 3
Counseling course 3
Total Hours 12

A doctoral student will meet with the intended minor professor for an
interview. The minor professor will determine specific courses to be
included in the minor program of study.

Master of Science in Educational Psychology

with General Educational Psychology
Concentration

Major Core

EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics

EPY 8253 Child & Adolescent Development &
Psychopathology (or related elective)

EPY 8263 Psychological Testing in Educational and

Related Settings
Concentration Requirements

EPY 8293 Cognitive and Affective Development

EPY 8223 Psychological Foundations of Education

EDF 8363 Function and Methods of Research in
Education

or PSY 8513 Psychological Research

EPY 6033 Application of Learning Theories in
Educational and Related Settings

EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological
Statistics

EPY 6073 Personal and Motivational Factors in

Education
Related Electives or Thesis Hours
If thesis option is chosen, student must take 6 hours of:
EPY 8000 Thesis Research/ Thesis in Educational
Psychology
If non-thesis option is chosen, student must take:

EDF 9453 Introduction to Qualitative Research in

Education
and ONE course from the list below:

EPY 6553 Creativity/Innovation

EPY 8533 Practicum in Teaching Educational
Psychology

EPY 9313 Education Evaluation Methods

EPY 9723 Seminar in Contemporary Educational/
School Psychology

PSY 8313 Developmental Psychology

PSY 6983 Psychology of Aging

PSY 6713 Language and Thought



PSY 6403 Biological Psychology (Other courses with

advisor approval)

Total Hours

35

Master of Science in Educational Psychology

with Psychometry Concentration

EPY 6113 Behavioral and Cognitive Behavioral 3
Interventions
EPY 6123 Applications of School Psychology
EPY 6133 Data-based Decision Making for 3
Interventions in the School Setting
EPY 8493 Social-Emotional and Behavioral 3
Assessment
EPY 8690 Supervised Experiences in School 3
Psychology |
EPY 8703 School Psychology
EPY 8723 Individual Assessment for Educational and 3
Related Settings
EPY 8773 Assessment and Interventions for &
Academic Skills Deficits
EPY 8933 Integrated Psycho-Educational 3
Assessment
EPY 9703 Contemporary, Legal, Ethical, and &
Professional Issues in School and
Educational Psychology
EPY 9713 Advanced Psychological Consulting: 3
Theory and Practice
Total Hours 33
Doctor of Philosophy in Education
Psychology with General Educational
Psychology Concentration
Major Core 46
EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics
EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological
Statistics
EPY 8263 Psychological Testing in Educational and
Related Settings
EPY 8293 Cognitive and Affective Development (or
equivalent)
EPY 8513 Psychometric Theory
EPY 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in
Educational Psychology
EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational
Research
EPY 9723 Seminar in Contemporary Educational/
School Psychology
EDF 9373 Educational Research Design
General Educational Psychology Concentration Regirements
Choose any two courses in PSY in consultation with advisor. 6

Some recommended courses include:

PSY 6983 Psychology of Aging
PSY 6713 Language and Thought
PSY 6403 Biological Psychology (or equivalent)
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PSY 8613 Advanced Social Psychology (or
equivalent)
PSY 8313 Developmental Psychology
Choose one Education course: EDF or EDX or EDE course in 3
consult with advisor
EPY 8223 Psychological Foundations of Education
EDF 8363 Function and Methods of Research in
Education
or PSY 8513 Psychological Research
EDF 9453 Introduction to Qualitative Research in 3
Education
EPY 6033 Application of Learning Theories in 3
Educational and Related Settings
EDF 9463 Quialitative Data Collection in Education
EPY 6073 Personal and Motivational Factors in
Education
EPY 8533 Practicum in Teaching Educational 3
Psychology
EPY 9263 Applied Research Seminar 3
EDF 9473 Qualitative Data Analysis and Presentation 3
in Education
Choose any two EPY courses in consult with advisor. 6
Recommended ones include:
EPY 6553 Creativity/Innovation
EPY 8523 Psychology of the Gifted
EPY 9313 Education Evaluation Methods
EPY 8253 Child & Adolescent Development &
Psychopathology (or equivalent)
EPY 8113 History and Systems of Psychology
Elective in consult with advisor 3
Total Hours 91
Doctor of Philosophy in Education
Psychology with School Psychology
Concentration
Major Core 46
EPY 6214 Educational and Psychological Statistics
EPY 8214 Advanced Educational and Psychological
Statistics
EPY 8263 Psychological Testing in Educational and
Related Settings
EPY 8293 Cognitive and Affective Development (or
equivalent)
EPY 8513 Psychometric Theory
EPY 9000 Dissertation Research /Dissertation in
Educational Psychology
EPY 9213 Advanced Analysis in Educational
Research
EPY 9723 Seminar in Contemporary Educational/
School Psychology
EDF 9373 Educational Research Design
School Psychology Concentration Requirements
EPY 6113 Behavioral and Cognitive Behavioral 3

Interventions
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EPY 6123 Applications of School Psychology 3

EPY 6133 Data-based Decision Making for
Interventions in the School Setting

EPY 8123 Assessment of Infants, Toddlers, and 3
Special Populations

EPY 8133 Crisis Prevention and Intervention in 3
Schools and Related Settings

EPY 8493 Social-Emotional and Behavioral 3
Assessment

EPY 8690 Supervised Experiences in School 9
Psychology |

EPY 8703 School Psychology

EPY 8723 Individual Assessment for Educational and 8
Related Settings

EPY 8763 Advanced Applied Behavior Analysis 3

EPY 8773 Assessment and Interventions for
Academic Skills Deficits

EPY 8790 Supervised Experiences in School 9
Psychology Il

EPY 8890 Supervised Experiences in School 3
Psychology: 111

EPY 8933 Integrated Psycho-Educational 3
Assessment

EPY 9443 Single Subject Research Designs in 3
Education

or EDF 9443 Single-Subject Research Designs for Education

EPY 9703 Contemporary, Legal, Ethical, and 3
Professional Issues in School and
Educational Psychology

EPY 9713 Advanced Psychological Consulting: 3
Theory and Practice

EPY 9730 Doctoral Internship in School Psychology 18

COE 8073 Cultural Foundations in Counseling 8

EPY 8113 History and Systems of Psychology

EPY 8253 Child & Adolescent Development &
Psychopathology

PSY 6403 Biological Psychology (or equivalent) 3

PSY 8613 Advanced Social Psychology (or 3
equivalent)

Total Hours 142

Educational Specialist Concentration in

School Psychology

EPY 7000 Directed Individual Study in Educational 3
Psychology

EPY 8763 Advanced Applied Behavior Analysis

EPY 8690 Supervised Experiences in School
Psychology |

EPY 8790 Supervised Experiences in School 6
Psychology Il

EPY 8780 Internship in School Psychology 12

EPY 9443 Single Subject Research Designs in 3
Education

EPY 8133 Crisis Prevention and Intervention in 3

Schools and Related Settings

COE 8073 Cultural Foundations in Counseling
Select one of the following:
EPY 8123 Assessment of Infants, Toddlers, and
Special Populations
EPY 8890 Supervised Experiences in School
Psychology: Il
Total Hours 39

The Ed.S. degree with a major in education and concentration in
School Psychology is accredited by the National Association of School
Psychologists (NASP) and requires an additional 39 hours beyond

the M.S. degree in Educational Psychology with a concentration in
Psychometry. The Ed.S. leads to AAA educator’s licensure as a School
Psychologist by the Mississippi Department of Education and qualifies
students to become nationally certified school psychologists (which
allows students to become certified as a school psychologist in most
states). The Ed.S. degree is designed to be completed in four years
which typically requires the equivalent of one additional academic year
of formal coursework beyond the M.S. in Educational Psychology with
a concentration in Psychometry including additional practica and a
minimum of a 1500-hour internship completed in the schools during the
fourth year. Ed.S. students are required to complete and defend an
approved supervised directed independent study and pass the PRAXIS
Il examination in school psychology (i.e., obtain a passing score as
established by the Mississippi Department of Education).

Doctoral Minor in School Psychology

Introduction to school psychology course

Behavior and personality assessment of children and youth
course

Typical and atypical development of children and youth course

School-based and psychological interventions for children and
youth course

Total Hours 12

The doctoral student will meet with the intended minor professor for an
interview and to obtain approval from the School Psychology faculty
for enrolling in the School Psychology minor coursework. The minor
professor will determine specific courses to be included in the minor
program of study.

Students with a minor in School Psychology will be required to pass a
minor examination. The School Psychology faculty will determine the
content of the written minor examination. The minor examination is
completed during a four-hour examination period. A student who fails
the minor examination cannot apply to take another examination until
four months have elapsed from the date of the original examination. Two
failures of the minor examination will result in the student’s dismissal from
further consideration as a student with a minor in School Psychology.

Curriculum, Instruction, and
Special Education

Department Head: Dr. Linda Cornelious, Interim

Graduate Coordinator: Dr. Rebecca Robichaux-Davis--Elementary
Education; Dr. Missy Hopper--Secondary Education; Dr. Sandy
Devlin--Special Education

310 Allen Hall

Box 9705



Mississippi State, MS 39762
Telephone: 662-325-3703

E-mail: tstevenson@colled.msstate.edu
Website: http://www.cise.msstate.edu

Admission Criteria
General Admission Criteria

The Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education (CISE)
offers Master of Science degrees in Elementary Education, Secondary
Education, and Special Education. The Department also offers the the
Master of Arts in Teaching—Secondary (M.A.T.S.) and the Master of Arts
in Teaching-Special Education (M.A.T.X.) degrees. The Educational
Specialist degree is offered with a major in Education and concentrations
in Elementary Education, Secondary Education, and Special Education.

The Doctor of Philosophy is offered in Curriculum and Instruction with
concentrations in Early Childhood, Elementary Education, General
Curriculum and Instruction, Reading Education, Secondary Education,
and Special Education. Most graduate programs in the Department of
Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education require applicants to hold
or be eligible to obtain a Class A teaching certificate in the appropriate
teaching field. Programs that do not require teaching licensure prior

to admission include the M.A.T.S. and M.A.T.X. programs, Special
Education certification-only or the Special Education non-certified
Emotional/Behavioral Disorder programs, and the Ph.D. concentration in
General Curriculum and Instruction.

A student applying for admission to a degree program in Curriculum,
Instruction, and Special Education must submit a complete application
packet to the Graduate School by the following deadlines.

Summer April 1
Fall July 1
Spring November 1

Applications not meeting the admission deadline will be held for
completion and review for up to two semesters. After that time, the
applicant must reapply.

A complete admission packet consists of: application to the graduate
degree program; documentation of Class A teacher’s certificate or
eligibility for licensure (exceptions noted above); three letters of
recommendation; statement of purpose (must include number of years
and overview of teaching experience, if applicable); and official transcripts
from each college or university attended. Official GRE scores are
required for all programs except the M.A.T.S. and M.A.T.X. Applicants
to an M.A.T. degree program are required to have passing scores on

the Praxis Core and appropriate specialty-area test. Doctoral-program
applicants must also include in their packet two scholarly writing samples
and a curriculum vitae or résumé. Applicants must also document three
years of teaching experience or other relevant experience. Applicants

to doctoral programs must be interviewed before an admission decision
is made. Minimum grade point averages required for admission to each
degree are listed below.

* Master's degree: minimum GPA 2.75 on last half of baccalaureate
degree

« Educational specialist degree: minimum GPA 3.20 on master’s
degree

« Doctoral degree: minimum GPA 3.40 on previous graduate degree(s)
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All new students admitted into a graduate program in CISE must attend
the CISE Graduate Student Orientation.

Contingent Admission

Contingent admission status is reserved for those students who are
applying to a degree program during the semester they are graduating
with another degree and the overall GPA is pending. Otherwise, the
admission packet must be complete and all admission requirements met
before admission will be considered.

Provisional Admission

The Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education follows
the University’s Provisional Admission policy (p. 4).

Residency Requirement

There is no general residency requirement for the master’s degree.
Residency for the specialist degree is a minimum of 30 weeks. A degree
cannot be completed in two summer sessions or equivalent, neither in
one regular semester and one summer session. For doctoral students
there is no specific on-campus residence requirement. However, students
will be required to complete one-half of required coursework and alll
dissertation credits from Mississippi State University.

Academic Performance for All Programs

The Department of Curriculum, Instruction, and Special Education defines
satisfactory performance in graduate level coursework as a grade of S

on thesis/dissertation hours and a GPA of at least 3.00 on all coursework
attempted. CISE follows Graduate School policy relating to academic
performance. In the event a student’s performance warrants dismissal
from a graduate program, the CISE Graduate Coordinator will petition

the Dean of the College of education to dismiss the student from the
graduate program. The student will be notified of the action by certified
mail. If a student makes a grade below a B in a course on his or her plan
of study, the course cannot be dropped from the plan of study.

Master of Science in Elementary
Education with General Elementary
Concentration

Core Courses

EDF 8363 Function and Methods of Research in 3
Education

EDE 8313 Theory and Development of Early 3
Childhood Education

or EDE 8713 Educating Young Adolescents

EDE 8623 Content Area Literacy Instruction

EDE 8633 The Teaching of Writing

EDE 8733 Teaching Physical, Life, and Earth Science
in the Elementary and Middle School
Classroom

EDE 8763 Elementary and Middle Level Mathematics 3
Education

RDG 8713 Teaching Struggling Readers and Writers

EDE 8473 The Elementary Social Studies Curriculum

Electives

Select three electives from the following including at least two 9

EDE and/or RDG courses.



134 Colleges and Degree Programs

EDE 8513 Curriculum and Program Developments in
Early Childhood

EDE 8423 Elementary School Methods

EDE 8433 The Elementary School Curriculum

EDE 8443 Seminar in Elementary Education

EDE 8463 Readings and Research in Children's
Literature

EDE 8523 Practicum: Language Arts and Literacy
Development in Early Childhood Education

EDE 8533 Behavioral Experiences in Early Childhood
Education

EDE 8543 Mathematics Experiences in Early
Childhood Education

EDE 8893 Directed Readings in Teacher Education

RDG 6113 Middle Level Literacy Development and
Instruction

RDG 8453 Research in Reading

RDG 8593 Issues and Innovations in Reading

RDG 8653 Teaching Reading in the Secondary
Schools

Total Hours 33

The written comprehensive examinations for the Master of Science
degree are scheduled three times a year. The dates are the fourth
Thursday of June, October, and February. Students can take the
comprehensive examination when they are within 6 hours of completing
their degree or are in their terminal semester, have an overall graduate
GPA of 3.00, and have completed the courses that will be covered on the
comprehensive examination.

Master of Science in Elementary
Education with Early Childhood
Concentration

Core Courses

EDF 8363 Function and Methods of Research in 8
Education
EDE 8313 Theory and Development of Early 3
Childhood Education
or EDE 8713 Educating Young Adolescents
EDE 8623 Content Area Literacy Instruction 3
EDE 8633 The Teaching of Writing 3
EDE 8733 Teaching Physical, Life, and Earth Science 3
in the Elementary and Middle School
Classroom
EDE 8763 Elementary and Middle Level Mathematics 3
Education
RDG 8713 Teaching Struggling Reade